News

by < ancest?)mf

https://www.news papers.com/image/132113096

The Des Moines Register (Des Moines, lowa) - Thu, Nov 13, 1997 - Page 33
Downloaded on Jun 12, 2021

e
BOOK SIGNING:
Garrison Keillor
W Keillor will read
from his new
book, “Wobegon
Boy" (Viking,
524.95), and
sign copies at

10 a.m. Saturday

University, West
Des Maines.

“Storytelling Is a primitive art at the heart of it,” says Garrison Keillor.

obegon
revisited

By KYLE MUNSON

ReuisTer STAF WRITER

Most folks don't feel sorry for Garrison
Keillor, the successful humorist, writer and
radio personality behind “A Prairie Home
Companion” and “Lake Wobegon Days,”
and he doesn't waste precious time feeling
sorry for himself.

It's a Midwestern value, Keillor said, that
was instilled in him by his parents early on,
s a child growing up in Anoka, Minn.

“We |Midwesterners] accept only a cer-
tain amount of moaning and complaining
from people, and then we lose interest,” he
said during a telephone interview from
New York. “We are meant to be stoical.”

Keillor has demonstrated o unique brand
of stoie wit for 23 years as radio host of "A
Prairic Home Companion.” The latest
example of his humor is his new book,
“Wobegon Boy,” the first full “Lake Wobe-
gon" tome since “Leaving Home,” pub-
lished a decade ago.

Keillor will be in lowa Saturday, reading
selections from his new book and signing

Humorist
Garrison
Keillor will
bein
central lowa
Saturday to
talk about
his newest
book,
‘Wobegon
Boy.’

copies al Borders Hooks & Music in West

Des Moines.

“Wobegon Boy" is & *story about a Wobe-
gonian who got away," Keillor sald, the
*story of a young man who had to leave Min-
nesota because a young woman was expect-
ing him to marry her, and he could not.”

The young man is John Tollefson, last |
seen trying to escape his hometown in
“Lake Wabegon Days.”

In “Wobegon Boy® Tollefson is manag-
ing a public radio station in upstate New
York while falling in love, dealing with
death and haggling over money. He's
another Lake Wobegon export
his way in the wider world. ,

“We ship them out at the age of 18" ——=
Keillor said. “We inculeate them with solid
values, and then we send them off, and other 4
people get the benefit of them. That's been .- i ; g

the situation in the Midwest for a long time." *
The publication in 1985 of “Lake Wobe-  “Wobegon Boy” is about John Tollefson, a
Wobegonian making his way in the wider

gton Days,” the first book set in the fictional
town that “time forgot and that decades Iﬂ‘ﬂ,ﬂﬂ“!ﬂ“’l‘hm“
upstate New York.
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