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Listen up!
Garrison
Keillor’s
trucking
into town

By ELINOR J. BRECHER
Herald Staff Writer
ometime Thursday, an 18-
wheeler with Minnesota
plates will roll up to the
Jackie Gleason Theater on
Miami Beach, and driver Russ
Ringsak will start unloading a
fantasy.

Figuratively, :hm 'sa whole
town aboard — Lake Wobegon
— as well as a slightly seedy pri-
vate eye named Guy Noir, a
snooty French eatery called the
Café Boeuf, and Bertha's Kitty
Boutique, “for persons who care
about cats.”

Literally, there are huge speak-
ers, giant boxes of cable, broad-
cast consoles, Oriental rugs,
musical instruments, sound-ef-
fects props . . . and several thou-
sand yards of duct tape.

These are the essential ele-
ments of A Prairie Home Com-
panion, the St. Paul-based public
radio show set to air live, from 6
to 8 p.m. on Saturday.

Two million hsteners will be
tuning in to nearly 400 stations,
including WLRN-91.3 FM in
Miami, where the show has been
sold out for weeks.

Host Garrison Keillor — who
is to the fantasy factor what the
duct tape is to the equipment —
arrives Friday, several weeks into
PHCs lo-stop summer road trip,

hmw the next night’s com-

«=dy skits, commercials by fic-
tional sponsors, musical numbers
and banter will flow as smoothly
as the beer down at Lake Wobe-
2on’s Sidetrack Tap, Keillor will
be writing, revising and re-revis-
ing the script until the house-
lights dim, and Rich Dworsky
and Guy's All-Star Shoe Band
launch into a familiar refrain:
“Oh hear that old piano, from
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show,
sounds like he's been practicing
for wecks,

“He has an incredibly skilled
group of people, unbelievably tal-
enied performers who trust him
compietely, and it comes out

reat.”

of the A a short-lived.

York-hased variant of PHC in
the early "90s — is one of two
local acts drafied for Saturday

m%l,t 's cvent.

Miami Beach per-
cussimist luhnuy C
five-member Roots
band.

Now in its 23rd year, PHC is
maore than a decade past its peak:
In 1983, Wlng to Arbitron,
the mti it boasted five
million Inmnm

Sull, in Ih:hlnd.\cl‘a master-

show

res Bob Edwards,

hast of Nwoall Public Radio's

g mews show, Morning

Edition, is “our Thurber. He's

our Twain, A lot of are

doing humor; he does wit, which
i En:m:’r ﬁﬁ humor.”
wards, who grew

ing to rdio serjals like ﬁl’[.ﬂl‘t

Ranger and Oezie and Harriet —

as well .uhilmmdmnther s soap

imaginati
\h’hnl nnl l you is the,

Kr_uint L‘tIT.I'IIHI)‘ has been
1o public rad
m Saulh Flam‘ll. returning to the
market in 1995 afier a seven-year

absence.

Overshadowed by the weekly
Car Talk — “That's the one
that's turning people on to public
radio n says WLRN's devel-

opment director, Pat Co

GONE TO LAKE

castof A Prairie Home.

— nonetheless raised

$8,000 more. than the $22.000 it
WLRN last year

"ltllllilhllmnn as

it ever was,” says Barry. “]

it's not the rage it once was — it

ar in the late

was faddish!
* Y illor went off to

New York — but he's incredibly

«consistent and the best plat
there is for live music,” be il gos-

zl:mlm..J h
country, ethmic of

classical. 3

Keillor, 55, who has won a
Grammy and a George Foster
Peabody Award, doesn’t do
|mm:m while on the road,
roducer Christine Tschida says
a: chose Miami and & handful of
other locales from among 400 cit-
-nmn rnqueﬂed hlm Last night
e broadcast It he Blossom

Mm: Festival In Dlnu.

From 810 80

The hean of Keillor's audience
is well-educated, upper-income
boomers. Tschida says,
letters from listeners 8 1o
B0. We cul a wide swath. And
Garrison loves tl that we
can do both snol jokes and
h; 5.

She says he won't have time to
see much of rida fol-
lowing the show and an imvita-
tiop-only reception the Ritz
Flul Hotel on South Bﬂch bul

iates o good restau
ami nice wine,” and m‘vbnbly
will have dinner out.

Saturday night before air llmB.
Keillor will appear
warm-up. Tschida says he'll uil
1o the sudience, sing and ask the
Inmno a few tunes before
d country joins him
an his supporting ors
Sue Scott and T\mllluueil

Tom Keith, PHCs sound
effects man, has been with Keil-
lor almast since the show's begin-

%: met when he was doing 1
morning radio show in St. Pa
Keith recalls. “1 was the cngi-
neer, It was six 10 nine in the

mm,mumum
Companion.

morning and | was the only ather
!nth:hnldm..&uhul

E had a script with Lake Wi

gon dunmm. he'd ask me ln

read.”

Now Keith provides a plethora.
of sounds, from ‘uurhn} dogs 1o
breaking  glass volsteps
through the snow (sq a
box of cornstarch) to sea gulls,
autamobile I:rd.n and wine

pa..m.r
Reventh L wa called upon (o
simulate the hhndlulul'uu giant
Cyclopsin The Odysey.
“It was mot as squishy and
liquidy as I'd hoped.” lamenis
Keith, who produced the sounds

with his mouth.
Keillor's monol during
the show’s l'm;l hall hour, is ll!

most popular feat:
In a rich, nlul bnmnnc the
author of several povels recounts
“the news from Lake Wobegon:
the little town that time forgot,
that the decades cannot

improve,” off the cull.
Running about | § minutes, it's
& frequent] rmllnmmmeﬂmu
poignant, and ironic
:hmmcleo[memmuvenlulﬁol‘
resident Lutherans, Norwegian
In:n:luf farmers, the hapless
Lake Wobcgon Whippets hu-—

bu" team and eccentric

home life
Keillor's persomal life, how-
ever, has been less than niylhc
Hlsuv:nrﬁrnm ended
in divorce in the mid-1 . Son
Jason mow is part of the show's
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mesota and reinstaied PHY™ at St.
Paul’s le.d Theater.

. thy w‘?um

. PHC evolved from a

I9‘l’l New anhr tion for being
assignment (o “ cult
ville's Grand Die l:lpq.
ired him 1o try ¢ hive rldw
show.

Opening Recepti
Prescntation of the Royal Poinciana Queen

Miami Herald Building. One Herald Plaza. Miami

The 60th Royal Poinciana Fiesta

presents

SUBTROPICAL $PLENDOR

and A ds P
wih

and Her Court
Monday, June 9, 1997 from 5-7 o'clock pm

Free and Open to the Public
For information call: 446-8878
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