Newspapers
bycBIancestry
https://www.news papers.com/image/260144025 Downloaded on Jun 9, 2021

Press and Sun-Bulletin (Binghamton, New York) - Sun, Jun 8, 1997 - Page 25

GREY
Keillor

weaves magic

in your mind

ITHACA — The Bailey
‘Hall stage was a clutter of
wires and electronic giz-
mos. A band was off in one
corner. & clutch of audio
equipmentin another,
rec actors sivod

paticntly at microphancs,
scripts held in thetr nm;

Garriso
lanky. tieless and w:th ur\

rehearse he audience of
2000 gawkers in an
inpronptgesion o

An

"Why don i you in from
wurn ansl face those i
back " Kelllor scggested. 1
cale a cone
of sound right in the m
of

ong didn't make the
cut for the on-air roadcast
but it did show that as a
laid-back performer, Kef
for makes Perry Como look
like Don Rickles.
week ago Saturday .

Keillor brought his show, 4
l’mmr Haome Companion,
ll Univerniy's Bai
ey Hall What two audi-
enees gol 10 see was o
rehearsal and then the
actual performance af his
weekly radio pro

which is broadcast live 1o
more than 400 public radio
stations, including WSKG.
ich spansored the
Appeiraace
Not usual radio fare

In an sge when most
radio is formatted rock lists,

‘music of your ife” exer-
ciscs in nosalgia or empi
chatter, Keillor offers a real
throwback: radio of ¢h
ter, live music and inventive
chatier.

Wh

s o persona
has always struck me as 3
con — com, New A
steamed insiead of cooked
— he is obviously on
somthing. Ho ]
perhaps the most populag
program on bt thdio
‘and has kept it going for 20

=

vears
Waiching the rehearsal
and then istening Lo the
show as | drove home, |
he really i shie
10 create an entire world.
bound by Lake Wobegon,
his fictional Minnesota
ome, and his audience’s
fertile mgm.umn
in your head
leumg 0 his kind of

While listening to him tell
his version of Ulysses. set in

tener really
tossed at sea (the soun
created by simply rubbing a
balloo), Cyelops having

poked out (crinkling

baaing). His trio of brillant
ridio actors — Tom Keith
Tim Russell and Sue Scort
— bring to mind the won-
derful casts that St
erg used o gather st CBS
in the last days of commer-
<l network ko, And o
fner compliment coud be
piven the
Vo't ko cxacly
when [ became & fan of A
Prairie Home Companion.
Tt may have becn one Sun-
day aftemoon when, half
dozing, | heard coming
from my radio not brittle,
brash, loud noises, but a
voice speaking calmly. It
wasn't an excited voice ry
ing tosell me something. it
was simply a voice telling.a
not-terribly-momentous
story. It wan a caplivating

Voce.
It was Garrison Keillor's

voice, and he tuns words
and sounds into pictures in
your head.
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