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Gmbmlolorlﬂdmmammllw
autograph seekers Monday

around Minnesota. Keillor, the creator of A
Prairie Home Companion,”” drew a crowd of
more than 300, entertaining them with tales of
Lake Wobegon and small-town Minnesota.

Garmison Keillor addresses more
than 300 at historical society

By Jonsthan Maze
Winona Dady News

More than 300 people crammed into the main hall
of the Winona County Historical Society Monday af-
ternoon.

Each chair had been taken, forcing some guests
to stand for 90 minutes, as Garrison Keillor spread
hmtaleuofasmalltawnsomewheremhﬂnmta

te the standing-room-only crowd, each
membe.r the audience was made comfortable by
Keillor’s tales. :

For most of these people, Keillor has been an in-
vited guest in their living rooms at least once a
week, as they listened to his tales of Lake Wobegon
on the radio.

But Monday, he was much more of a person, an-
swering questions at the end and patiently waiting
while most of the audience filed past to shake his
hand, make a comment or take a picture.

“We're just trying to get back in touch with
small-town Minnesota,” Keillor said, in the center
ofnmwdedmxpofadmim

““It gives a chance to get in touch with the listen-
ers. It’s not work as we’ve come to know it.”

Afterward, while many of these listeners waited
tngetthearchnncetobalktol(ﬁllorpersomﬂy,
they indeed felt closer. The fame that “A Prairie
Home Companion” brought to Keillor did not seem
to faze them — or him.

One woman, who did not want to use her name,
was a teacher at Anoka High School when Keillor
attended as a student. Even then, his ability began
to show, and he gained fame among the Anoka fac-
ulty. :

“He was submitting things to the New Yorker
back then,” she said. “‘He was very good, a very
good writer.”

Keillor’s stop in Winona was an attempt, as he
said, to reacquaint himself and the radio show with
tbelisbenenwhohaverelatedtothetalesofuke

Wobegon. Winona was the second stop of this
“Barnstorming tour”’ of 10 different cities in three
days.

The first was La Crosse, Wis., in the m
Rochuterwasﬂnnextwtﬂrfoﬂowedhys Peter
in the late evening. Six follow and Wed-
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to find his wife died.
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