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Small-town talent comes to the ‘Prairie’

By Noel Holston/Staff Writer

Little towns harbor big talents. That was
the assumption from which little Lake Wo-
begon's town tattier, Garrison Keillor, pro-
ceeded.

On Saturday night's broadcast of “A Prai-
rie Home Companion,” 2 million listeners
nationwide will find out if he's right about
amortician from Albany, Minn. (pop.
1,548), who fronts a polka band; a yodel-
ing farmer from Fisher, Minn. (pop. 413);
asinging social worker from Arkansaw,
Wis. (pop. 210), and three other perform-
ers who made it to the finals of his Minne-
sota Public Radio show's first “Talent
from Towns Under 2,000" contest.

The studio audience at the Fitzgerald
Theater in St. Paul will cast ballots after
the six acts have done their thing, and the
top three vote-getters will receive cash
prizes. The first-place winner will also
take home a trophy sculpted to look like

one of those spaceship-on-stilts water
towers that identify small towns all over
America.

“Since there's a small town at the heart of
the show,” Keillor said, “we thought a
show made up of people from small
towns was a bright idea — though it's not
easy to draw these lines. Two thousand is
an arbitrary distinction. But life is untair,
we know, 50 | drew it there.”

The call for contestants went out in mid-

‘ebruary. To maintain a Midwestern feel
and keep the number of submissions
manageable, the competition was touted
only by MPR stations serving Minnesota
and neighboring states. Almost 200 per-
formers applied. With Keillor consulting,
associate producer and former “Prairie
Home" regular Stevie Beck narrowed the
field to six:

SMALL TOWN continued on page 19E
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‘U’ student William Munson, a classical pianist, will appear
on Garrison Keillor's small-town talent contest.
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B Classical pianist William Munson,
a University of Minnesota student
from Howard Lake, Minn. (pop.
1,343).

GoupologtiGlows whoie
gwupoielgmfellows live
arazgg)d Lewiston, Minn. (pop.
1

W Harmonica player ( )
Cooper, a Mh"m'-ﬂ"\‘wm
Transporhtlun bridgnworkervmo
lives between (pop. 228)
and St. Clalr(pop 633), Minn

W Singer-: ler Yata Peinovich,
a social worker in Pe-
pin County, Wis.

B Yodeler Jane Sorenson, who
farms near Fisher.

B The Bob Brenny Polka Blnd led
by concertina player rxl
operates funeral homes in Albany
andHoIdInglord Minn., andis Alba-
ny's mayor.

“We wanted arange of types, but it
1urned out that the contestants by
default provided a good balance,”
said Beck. “The main consideration
was what was good.”

Beckuidmmﬁnallmmcn’r:-d

e have y,
Aald 'Maybc all of them. Janet Sor-
enson has played at Iron World and
| opened for Larry Gatlin or

ebody.”
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for whom Soren:

cham eight years ago.
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‘Well, | don't have anything
weekend.' *

You can tell she's really intimidated.

Peinovich has been on “Prairie
Home" before, though neither Keil-
Iornurmgpmdu remembered
him. He was in a Minnesota Music
Award-winning folk band, Artesian
P!B;lal: that made one appearance
in 1980.

Brenny's polka band auditioned with
its latest CD/cassette release,
“Greet the Folks at Home," the
band's fourth recording stocked by
the Musicland in nearby St. Cloud,
Minn. “It's a little awesome when

you figure you' nmonpubllc radio
and there's a eoup of

once we hit those first notes,
wa're back in the groave, then we're
back doing what we do best.”

The band is not |i hblputu!l
by the theater mg!helm
'Alsnmuu-

fests we go to in the Midwest,
lhm'sanhlonu4.oooor5m0
people there,” Brenny said.
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