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Garrison Keillor

Storyteller brings Lake Wobegon to Baton Rouge

By Robin Hl.ller
Staff reporter
ATON ROUGE — You have
this theater to yourself,
save a photographer or two.
Otherwise, this place is
yours, show is being per-
formed especially for you. Or so
it seems.

It doesn’t matter. You're
happy, sitting in the front row,
passing the time telling stories
with your friend, waiting for the
master storyteller to step

nstage.
Oh, yuur stories are different
from the ler’s. The;
place in Mn(:nmh, Miss., instead
of Lake Wobegon, Minn., and
some of the characters lack the
common sense of Clarence and
Arlene Bunsen, but they're fun
Just the same,

Your friend tells of one charac-
ter, a receptionist, who immedi-
:L;ely has your eyes tearing in

The 5lnrles roll one after
another.

There was the time the recep-
tionist walked up to the best sell-
ing novelist's 19th century man-
sion in New Orleans’ Garden
District, knocked on the door and
sald, “I heard a famous writer
lived heva amll thought I'd
check it ou

There wns also the occasion
when she deciged to watch the
network television premiere of
“The Silence of the Lambs"
because “it won all of those
Academies.”

Ahem, not Academy Awards.
Just “Academijes.”

She watched the movie at a
friend's house and was afraid to
get ot of her ear upon returning
home. She feared one of the
movie's villains — the dead vil-
lain at that — would jump out
from nowhere and skin her.

Then there was the biggie —
the day she announced to every.
one at work that she had hemor-
rhoids.

Ah, the memories.

The storles keep you laughing
no matter how many times you
and your friend share them. But
that’s the trouble — you've heard
them all before.

You want new stories, stories
that originate from gossip at the
Chatterbox Cafe. Stories of hap-

Tmﬁﬁlﬁﬂmm~d:mhuddﬁm

“A Proirie Home

penings at Bunsen Motors, Lake
th?gnn l.uth!mn Church and
of Perpetual

Resmnslhulul Cathalie Church.
You want to hear about small-
town Minnesota guilt, overreac-
tion and just plain silliness. And
if lhe ﬂpporlunily arises, you

tmlmi

s::l\nul ﬂg}l

We're going tnmxhz flght, fight
for Wobegon

And be strong and resolute,

And our mighty foes will fall
down in rows

e we poke ‘em in the snoot!
(Rah! Rah!)

Sung by your storyteller, of
course, It just wouldn't sound
right sung by anyone else. The
stories, too, would lack that
understanding, that certain
familiarity only he could project.

S0 you wait, trading McComb
storfes with your friend while
Mareia Ball and her band warms
up onstage with Steve Riley and
the Mamou Playboys. They'll be
the musical acts in this night's
show, a broadcast that will reach
out nationwide to listeners of
National Public Radio.

‘This broadcast will originate

m Louisiana's capital city in
celehralmn of the 15th nmﬂver
sary of its public radio station,
WRKF.

Which brings up a thought
This show was already five years
old when WRKF was established.

It was already finding its way
to millions of listeners through
live performances on Saturday
evenings to become their prairie
home companion.

“A Prairie Home Companion
‘The name sticks with you as it
has for others. It doesn't matter
when you first heard it or where,
you become hooked.

Perhaps that's why tonight's
performance here in the
Centroplex Theatre for the
Performing Arts is sold out. For
now, you have it all to yourself.
Well, that is, you and your
friend. And a few photographers.

You settle into your seat and
listen to the Louisiana-flavored
music. The “on the air" sign on
the right side of the stage is off
for now. This is only the dress
rehe:

‘The music suddenly stops, the
bands exit the stage and yet

Robin Miller — Staff reporter

Garrison Keillor (right) stands in red-socked feet Theatre for the Performing Arts. Rehearsing with
to rehearse a skit for “A Prairie Home him are (left to right) troupe members Tom
Companion” inside Baton Rouge's Centroplex  Keith, Alice Playten and Tim Russell.

another band enters. This is the
small mu\kal hruup that backs

airie  Home
Cnm;mrllnn 5" purmrmnnm
whether home in the World
Theater in St. Paul, Minn., its
former home in New York's
Town Hall or here.

Musical arranger Richard
Dworsky sits at the plano and
runs the group through several
backup pieces. He doesn't seem
to fit this show's trademark mel
lowness, yet he fils it perfectly.

Long hair topped by a baseball
cap, jeans, loose shirt — he looks
more like an MTV roadie than
what you would perceive to be
the appearance of a Minnesota
Public Radio regular. He's almost

ok Millor — Stoff eporter

of sound effects for the show and has been working
it. Keith is in chorge  with ifs founder, Garrison Keillor, for 21 years.

100 €00

Perhaps you've been thinking
too much of Lake Wobegon, your
storyteller's mythical town of
down home innocence where
“the women are strong, the men
are good-looking and all the chil:
dren are above average.” Maybe
you expected all of the regulars
to look conservatively subdued,
just as the storyteller will appear
tonight in his tuxedo and red

Still, you know your story
teller's appearance is an illusion.
If he were as placid as he
appears, he would be blind to the
humor behind the main street
veneer of Lake Wobegon. It
seems that's the way he wants it;

his mlm .sppewmnr- being over.

«d by his incredible

in: gh[ m:\!ung his humor even
maore noticeable,

You realw mm lms is why

e y's appear-

but he looks more Lot -
home, Especially with the drums
of Baton Rouge's Spanish Town
Mardi Gras parade echoing over
the crowd’s roar uutsmi-

February warmth Snmm»flhe’m

wearing glittery, plastic
rands of beads, probably
thrown by Spanish Town
W Please see WOBEGON, C-3

Sounding off
is his business

By Robin Miller
Staff reporter
ATON ROUGE
Sometimes lln-\ tell him to
bark like a dog
Other times |h|=; tell him
to make the sound of passing
cars
TIH\ time he’ll have to sound

IAn\ chicken, Boudin the
rette-smoking, fighting
icken
Tom Keith doesn't seem fazed
He's ready for hing handed
to him. He even seems to be lool

ing forward to taking on the per
sonality of Boudin, a character
who has lines, yet can say noth

you ¢
Keith
rd the st IIN sound
effects closet is intact and re
for the night's show. "I re
don’t know what Garrison is
going to need until the Friday
before the show lly have
ft, but if I don meone
where the nes iware

store is, then I'll ride over and
getit”

The Ga on to whom he
refers rison Keillor,

founder and executive producer
A Prairie Home Companion,”
live radio broadcast with a
iety show for based in St.
Minn.

Public
ma.m the idea
deast after writing

magazine article on the Grand
Ole Opry

The show is now in its 20th
year and broadcast
over at least 500 Natio
Radio stations.
he show moved from
o to New York in 1989,
on a bigger format
ged its name t

fow \mriufhmtth
on The
and some

some live
Disney
recordings made

Then the dmm returned home
under its original name. Now its
W Please see SOUNDING, C-3
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Wobegon

“WI he coming?™
friend asks, interrupting vuur
stream of consciousness. She's

anxious for lh!lrr{vll of the sto-

ler,
You shrug. becoming restless,
wr lnu yoiur | hands; then you
look: stage. Suddenly
your !lur!‘ Bllur 1 there, stand-
ing by the !cnpl -filled muslc
:nn ving n

, caly

Same things are as med.
His !lrllrht hair is swim flair-
lessly to the side. round glasses
propped stoically on his pug
nose.

@ surprise comes when look-
ing at his .mr-, You never
expected to see the white T-shirt
tucked in rumplnd. suit K,,'."'
You can't hel
sits atop a ilwl tn r!m:we his.
shoes to reveal a pair of red
socks, eyes passively sweeping
past empty theater seats.

Your friend takes a closer look.
The socks are worn at thp toes
and the storyteller doesn't care.
In fact, he seems to prefer it that

vmsyn unassuming, so unfazed.
‘The people of Lake Wobegan
would be shocked to see one of
mz!r own being so, well, 5o inap-

priate.
Ym:r I'r1rnd laughs, ﬂmﬂlli
this almost a as the hem
archokl bedeviled receptionist.
Not that the storyteller is any-
lh!n like the receptionist. His

t nature just produces
Jaughter From the same sourcs,
somewhere deep down that when
reached, ean transform the nor-
mal nto the absurd. Or vice

s

Just like the storyteller's tales.

You know it's only natural for
the storyteller to appear rum-
pled. He arri
Friday morning, went to his
hotel and began working on the
show’s script. He went over the
show with his group that night
and the next morning — this
morning, in fact — he mnnpre\n-
slons.

Then mmm-m-ra

Hom
Cﬁmpnninn o 1¥4.05 season

Habin Ml — Siof reporer

Garrison Keillor sits on a stool fo take his shoes off during the:
&an rduﬂﬂnﬁ for A I'mmu Hune Cm\pumm in Baton

pquc m&o s'dm WRKF 5Ih unmvursnry

n Oct. 1, opening with a 20th
anniversary show in the
Fitzgerald Theater in St. Paul
Pl:lllvwln[ that performance are

8 more shows in St. Paul and 18
in the road. The show came to
Baton Rouge 10 years ago
WRKF's timing was perfect this
yur the Saturday before Mardi

He s been telling the news of
Lake Wobegon since July 6, 1974
There have been a few years of
hiatus in between, but the town
never stopped bustling. It just

ntinued in ever) routine,
:m‘knillnn tales for the story
el

Many of the stories have since
been recorded, a lot of them com
sllm! into bnmkn We are Still

. Happy to be Here, Lake
Wnbelnn Days, Leaving Home

ks

and The Book of Guys. Some of

re even
Still, as popular as they are,
m_- nhm‘ncwn Lake Wobegon
t the only characters occu
ymg the storyteller's air fime.
here's also Guy Noir, Radio
mmllw; and Buster The Show
2

n fact, you see the voice of
Buster, Tom Keith, standing at
the storyteller's side, graying

r pulled back into a ponytail,
hands searching through his
portable closet of sound effect
devices. Keith has form

rairie  Home
Companion’s” - sound effects for
most of its extstence.

Huster The Show Dog didn't
make the trip to Baton Rouge.
Kelith brought Boudin The
Fighting Chicken, Instead.

Sounding

Continued from C-1
making & 20th anniversary
tour araund the country, and

Keith i« along for the ride.
“Garrison is the one who got
me into it,” he says, sitting now
in one of the theater's empty
seats away from the nofse and
confusion onstage. “I've been
working with him for 21 years. |
used to mix sound for the show,
then he wanted me to start doing
ind effects. After awhile,

Keillor has personified through
stories of the mytm.:al Lake
Wobegon. Yet Keith is anything

but reser
He co-hosts a morning radio
program on Minnesota Public
Radio Mnnﬂny through Prldny.
masking his personality wi
alter ego named Jim Ed lez
and this night, in Baton Rouge’
Ceﬂlrnplex Thenlnr for

forming il
uu Chicken, flzh(in: for m.

honor of Guy Noir, Radio
Detective.
Keith smiles, his hair tied back

in a ponytail, the end just touch-
ing lllu cmln of his gray swent-

shir ord “Radio™ mbll
dwlhm

o iy
“Well, let's see,” he says, "Our
show in the mornings is just
called "The Morning Show.” My
co-host's name is Dale Connell
~ wo just couldn’t come up wil
-nyu\ma creative for the name.,
We play a variety of music,
Sometimes It's big band, other
mnel 1t's classical. We'll also

‘sl by the people who

vrm be on the show tonight —

Steve Riley and the Mamou
{a Ball.”

formance will
him. The audi
ance may be a litthe mare spirited
since It Is composed mostly of

Loutstanians,
The timing s just right, too.
The show has been brought to
of the

16th anniversary of WRKF,
Haton Rouge’s public radio sta
tion. The day falls on the

turday before Mardi Gras.

Keith traveled from St Paul on
Friday o make the show

“That's usually my schedule,”
he says. “I'll do the show in St
Paul Monday through Friday,

fly to wherever Garrison is

doing the show that weekend. It's
a tough schedule. We'll do three
weeks on the raad, then we'll
have a week

A Prairie Home
Companion's” 1894-95 season
began Oct. 1 in St. Paul. It runs
through July 1 and the schedule
includes 18 home shows and 16

=

Tuesday,

For moms information,

Grades PHM b )0 P
Tuesday, March 7
 Presently enrolied SFC student.
. Siblings of IC students
;nmmm\
. Siblings of SFC studonty

Thursday,
All o the above, phus Catholics outol-Parish & Non Cathelics
2215E. Tuulv-u\h dria

on the road.

Keith, draped in Minnesota
quietness, makes his way back
stage for a dinner break. From
there, it's straight into the 5 p.m.
live broadcast and Boudin the
Chicken.

He appears onstage for the per-
formance completely irans-
formed, sweatshirt gone, vest
and tie in place. When time
comes for the chicken to make Its
appearance, there are whispers
in the audience.

“He stole the show in that
skit," one woman whispers.

And he did

March 9

184481111

Boudin will meet later with Guy
Noir who will set him up in
against the fighting chick

en Battling Betty.

If Boudin wins, Guy gets to
marry the sister of Battling
Betty's owner. If wins, then
Guy must dish out $1,000 — all of
the money he won on the gam
‘hlilu boat on which he came to

Rouge.

T|| oryteller, along with the
rest of the troupe, lclorn Tim
Russell and Alice Playten, also
run through a Louisiana-style
installment of “Life With the

‘owhoys,” where its macho char-

acters laarn that tears really can
come to their eyes after eating
crawfish doused in Tabasco

uce; and a series of northern
er's misinformed perception of
the South,

Your stomach hurts from
laughing as the troupe goes
through the entire gamut of
Tennessee Willlams characters
while Keith makes snorting pig
nojses.

ling 1s so easygoing, so

smooth. You could sit in here and

watch them all day. Yet some-
mi

You haven't heard the news
from Lake WBb?!Dn “That has to
walt until toni

The su.rymuu and his crew
disappear backstage to eat and
change. ‘I'hw have less than an

mamwnlrs

hour
theater fills quickly, peo-
ple of all ages, all talking in an
excited hush.
The “on the air” sign's red let.
‘(fr are glowing ln the dark, and

ns. The storyteller,
m:m :lre!sed in his lnxedo and

of erdi Gras beads lrmmd his
neck, feet still clad in red socks.
Thiere's music, there are the
skits, there's even the siory
teller’s description of Louisiana
and Mardi Gras to his radio audi

Then there's the news from
Wi

Lake Wobegon.

The audlence’s cheers cause

bumps. You're exelted, too.

He tells of the pastor who acci
dentally dents the fender of a
new car owned by one of lll!
parishioners, the
smashed the fashion store's ﬂ'nm
window when throwing chunks
af ice at his friend and the sher
ifT's leftover guilt from boyhood
when he hurled a water balloon
at irector.

The cheering doesn't stop
there. Both Marcia Ball and
Steve Riley take the stage with
the show's band to pump out a
Mardi Gras tune. The storyteller
Joins in the singing and troupe

members throw Mardl Gras
beads to the audlence.

1t's a party inside the theater
You can only imagine what lis-
lleneﬁ on the outside are think.
g

Minnesota, meet Louisiana
Mardi Gras.

theater clears as fast as it

filled, but you stand outside the
front doors talking over the show
with friends. It isn't long before
tall, lanky figure passes you,
heading for a reception a few
yards away at the 01d State

Capitol

“Hey. | enjoyed your show,”
someons from afar yells

You realize the lanky person is
the storyteller. He smiles, then
waves in the direction of the far-
away voice.

Then it hits you, how privi
leged you've been. To see this in
action, to see it live,

To spend the afternoon with
the storyteller, to spend Mardi
Gras in Lake Wobegon with
Garrison Kelllor
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THIS AREA KMART HAS A PERMANENT STUDIO OPEN § DAYS
fed.-Sat, 10AM-TPM. On Sunday 10AM-6PM

ALEXANDRIA

BETTER HEALTH THROUGH
BETTER NUTRITION

DA ISC

Shape Down

A weight managemet progiam foe childs

from parents. Encourages a pradual, w2
Taught by a multidisciplinary eam
a registeree dietitian, behaviorist and e

specialist. Callfor an individual appoint

with participation
wesght loss o mainienance.

7 SHAPEDOW

NEW DIRECTION

Offeved 10 persons 11 ye
lse. Free information and

Tuesday. March 14, Sessions are
sheduled foe 9 a.m. and 5:30 pm

meetings explaining New Direction will be I

Id and older who have 30 lbs. or mone to

DiaseTes Support Group

D, Mattin Yeung will speak 10 the

s andl Diabsetc €hilden suppeort
o, Mests at 30 pm. in the Medical Tesr
Resonal Mestical Conter, To rogiees plesse

: Audltorium, Rapides
all Healthline at 4497055

INFORMATION

P tegistation b teasiree for all classes. Individual counseling available
ting disorcers, weight managemin,
further information about the abve classes, ¢all 4731980

| nutrition concems. For
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