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struggles to keep
) keep revived ‘Prairie

ison Keillor revived “A Prairie
Home Companion” Saturday night,
t that’s not to say he resuscitated

s first radio outing under the
drairi Homemb;nmo@mn

years was a curiously
: level. Maybe Keillor was
ad, but he didn't seem as happy to
5 here as he said he was. The audi-
ce at St. Paul’s World Theater was

t there would be spon-
use when Keillor said

’fires burning

the words “A Prairic Home Compan-
ion” the first time — or later, when
he announced that it had been “a
quiet week in Lake Wobegon.” May-
be folks were trying to be polite, so as
not to disturb ythm of the show
that was being broadcast live, but
they were very quiet.

Not that there was that much rhythm
to disturb.

Filling two hours of airtime without

some of the longer recurring features
of “American Radio Company,”

Keillor’s program of the past four
years, meant using lots of smaller

Keillor continued on page 4B
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i fmurel that gave yesterday’s broad-
‘casta disjointed feel. It jumped from
mock commercials to songs to

§ And back without ever reesiabiishing

Hheshowsudenutyorm place.

;Kelllor has said that he wants ‘music

-tl the forefront again, and indeed,

lllm was a lot of music. But while all

f it could be described as highly
ional, not much caught fire,

“Gummt Leo Kottke's selections,
;‘i‘é‘i"’ vy R Ay s i
ow-spark a as di
! Ostroushko’s nimble turns on ﬂd

Elle and mandolin Guest uin;er

'ownsonu.whwhhadmorathen
of everyday country-pop, recei
.polue ovations. It was nothing like
sthe electricity that eounlry icon Lyle
sLovett generated when he appeared
-on one of the last “Radio Company”
'bmdum a few months ago.

‘Kelllm' sang, too: “Polly Wolly Doo-
,dle,” the Beatles’ “I Will,” Bob Dyl-
ans *On a Night Like Thss." some
eo y s. He didn't sing any
;gt music, which is what he sings

!A oouBle of times, Kmllor came
ke a lawyer whose own wit-

: neue; surprised him in court. His

attempt to talk to Hinojosa about
tomlm ended up bordering on eth-
nic stereotyping, and he seemed
caught off when he asked Os-
‘troushko about the National
ipennant race and the musician took a
iglashing chop-chop at the Atlanta
Braves

Kelllor Continued from page 1B '

Considering the caustic letter to the
editor of the Star Tribune last week
by Keillor’s wife, it was
hard to overlook his references to
marital problems, incl a song-
sketch about going to
where a man could get some peace.

“You re and bitter, with corn

ins,” he sang to the

hm:(y Ia yed by Sue Scott),

that's w hm heading for the
Great Western

Keillor‘s ‘;l;lm frommhkedwm
gon” mon was thin and j
cumpmdw:ﬁmncher more reso-
nati nonu& 'lltwvlr:l“muﬂy three
tes, an one especially
seemed to be a veiled reference to his

- return to Minnesota and the “Prairie

Home” format. Its central image was
that of Lake Wobegonians rushing
into the parade path to try to save the
“flimsy, fictional” floats from being
torn apart and carried off by a big,
gusting wind,

Keillor made several other allusions
to his return to his prairie home in
the broadcast, including: “Man is not
eondemned to a life of innovation.”

Nobody’s looking for innovation
here, just a heartfelt return to form.

yoming,:
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