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Garrison Keillor
has been under
it lately, from
north to south

0! Susanna, O'don't youery forme
I'm goin’ 10 Alabama for 8 couple of
days roskt.

Weather

radiostations (including KERA,
where Keillor is heard from 5 to 7
p.m.Saturday and | 0a.m. to noon
Sunday).

“The March 13 broadcast came
inthemiddle of the worst blizzard
in Birmingham's history — which
dumped |7 inches ofsnowin 24
hoursand dropped iemperatures
102 degrees. Some folks onthe
radioteam had to fly 1o Atlanta
and drive to Birmingham in the
snowstorm, but “fortunately we're
Minnesotans,” one said.

March 13,1993
By MIKESWEENEY
JONT WORTHST AR TELEGRAM
FORTWORTH — It hasbecna
quict week in Fort Worth, Texas,
my hometown.

“This is wha
hereogetaway from,” Keillor
told the crowd that managed o
trektothe Alabama Theater.

“Waokeup this momingand
downtown wasempty. Therewere
Jjust twotracks through the snow.
And thestreet, just nl(wpoRIe

Didn'tget the latest gassip from
the good folks upin Lake Wobe-

the st rifts
about 2, 3 feet high infront of the
hotcl. There wasa conventionof

gon, Minn., th
1own of radio humoristand story-
teller Garrison Keillor.
‘Maybethings'll change tomor-
row, when Keillor's American

lawyersin the hotel, They
downinthe lobby wondering what
would become of them. I won-
deredifmaybe it was when God
noticed hat here wasalawyer
jon thattheidea

Radio Company

90.1 FM at the Will Rogers Audi-
torium.

Ttwon'tbe broadcast. Kind ofa
Zen concept—a radio show that
Youhave tosee. ‘Cause out therein
radioland, it be silence, lemme
tellya.

“Personally | believe thata
snowstorm in Birmingham in the
‘middleof March s God's way of
sayingthat youmay think that you
candecideif youlive in the South
orthe North, but actually he's
woingtodecid. Youcanbein i

Ki y it wasthis
weekat the old Star-Telegram.
Sure, the publicist fellasaid over

gh  but il
God says it's North Dakota, then
it's North Dakota. i

h
withKeillor, Monday OK? Finc.

even by Keillor'sstandards. Keil-
o

y Noth-

ing.
Tuesday? Sure, let's try for
Tuesday.
Againnothing,
iy, a near missat 2
p.m. Anaide hoped to have Keil-

"
people in theaudience, and he
thanked somebady’s mother for

missed the start of the show afier a
nine-hour bus ride from Nashville.
annon,

Tor phone (GAR-
RISONKEILLOR HASACAR

PHONE!?!), but the ball was bob-
bied. Tinkerta EverstaCh—oops!
Alongshot ata Wednesday night

American Radio Company, said
later that the snow closed the air-
portanddelayedthe radio
troupe's departure from Alabama
for T

and then

“in-

lor, orhis publicist. Between the
firstattempls (o set up an inter-
view with America’s tallest radio

cinnati, ghtdidn tarrive
inSt. Paul, Minn., home bascof
Amenican Radio Company, until
5 p.m. Monday, leaving Keillor

By

the first call
wasexpected, therewas a live non said.
showin Ala., eagerly Then et ready for
250 public 7
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Garrison Keillor
presentsanon-
broadcast special
editionof his
American Radio
Company at 7p.m.
tomorrowat Will
Rogers Auditorium,
Fort Worth.

Keillor

Continued from Page 1

a live show today in Tulsa, Okla.,
and the performance in Fort Worth,
The latter will feature San Antonio
singer/songwriter Tish Hinojosa
and the American Radio Company
regulars: Ivy Austin, Rob Fisher, the
Broadway Local Theatre and the
Demitasse Orchestra (which, ap-
propriately, is smaller than Keillor's
Coffee Club Orchestra).

So if Keillor was a bit too busy to
call 1o answer the same old ques-
tions, that's understandable.

And maybe just as well. The press
and Keillor have had an electrically
charged history.

In the March/April Columbia

Journalism Review he is quoted as
saying he cut his ties to The New
Yorker because newly hired editor
Tina Brown isn't interested in seri-
ous writing, and “'is the wrong per-
son 1o edit it. 1 didn't want to be on
the premises to watch it suffer under
herhand.”

In October, U.S. News & World
Report said Keillor provoked “a
polite yawn" with his return to St.
Paul aftera self-imposed exile (initi-
ated, by the way, after his clash with
the city's daily newspaper). The
murine also said the sgatological
humor in Keillor's latest book irked

afew in the Twin Cities.

The offending novel, W.L.T..: A
Radio Romance, includes a scene
in which angry listeners pelt a self-
important radio announcer with
clods of manure, including a 20-
pound blockbuster dropped from
above that knocks the man down
and ends his career.

Another media plugger cow-
chipped intooblivion

“The pressisn'tan irritant,” Keil-
lor says in a press packet that publi-
cist Bannon put in the mail. “I'm
one of the press, don't forget, and
when I complain about the press,
I'm not being thin-skinned, I am
simply trying to uphold the high
standards of my own profession."

Still, as we think about that 20-
pound cow chip — dubbed “the
Moneymaker” — we can only say
thatir’sOK.

It's OK, Mr. Keillor, about the
connections we missed. We know
the chips were down this week
The non-broadcast special edition of
Garrison Keillor's American Radio
Company will be at 7 p.m. tomorrow
at Will Rogers Auditorium, Fort
Worth. Tickets at Ticketmaster are
$29.75, or $24.75 for KERA mem-
bers. To also attend a reception with
Keillor at Fort Worth's Radisson Plazs
after the show, the tickets are
iﬂ'l".P, or $77.75 for KERA mem-
bers.
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