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LARAMIE, Wyo. — Garrison
lor is & shy man who says his re
ion is "a profound belief in the
greal silence of the world

Every Saturday, however, Keillor
charms the country with his radio
variety show A Prairie Home Com
panion.” Many public radio lisien
ers plan their weekends around the
program

The show. he told his audience in
Laramie, is “the other side of show
biz, people who write songs in the
anernoon and do them in the eve
ning

Usually broadeast live every Sat
urday night from the World The
ater in S5t Paul, Minn., the show is
touring the nation this fall while
the theater is being restored

A broadeast from the West, said
Reillor, “is romantic o some

priing in New York City
o or Washington” From
ramie. the show will travel to
attle, Honolulu and Los Angeles
illor’s “Prairie Home Compan.
ion" mixes an eclectic collection of
live music, comedy and his 20-min
ute monologue, the news from
mythical Lake Wobegon

It's always been a quiet week in
Lake Wobegon, yet the shy, lanky
man manages lo weave a
heartwarming tale about his imagi
nary neighbors, reminiscent of the
hometown we all wish we had

There's a point to make about
small towns,” he told reporters be
fare his Friday evening show

| wish more people had a
cholee” about where to live
said. “The economy tends to not
care about people’s feelings. It
uproots people and moves them
from place o place as the job mar

Laramie radio show features
red socks, rhyme about Time
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LARAMIE, Wyo. — The road tour
of “A Prairie Home Companion
came just at the right time for Gar
rison Keillor, the show's host

“A week when your picture ap
pears on the cover of Time maga
zine is a week when you want Lo gel
to & place where fewer cop-
ies are read,” Keillor told his audi-
ence

Dressed in a tuxedo, black run-
ning shoes and red socks, the &-foot
4-inch humorist brought his Laram-
ie audience "hack to the golden age
of radio

When the show's rough edges
showed, he added. "You can see
why they d,ou'l do it this way 1o of-
ten anymore.”

The musicians Keillor broughi
together were outstanding Nash
ville guitar great Chet Atkins, Tex-
as fiddler Johnny Gimble, show
regulars Butch Thompson and Pe-
ter Ostroushko and Oregon singer
Rose Maddox.

Their country music and cowbay
songs were perfect for Laramie. es-
pecially a fiddle trio by Atkins,
Gimbile and Ostroushko that nearly
sel the bouse on fire, and & guitar
mﬂn of cowboy songs lovingly

\

played by Atkins, smooth as butter.

Keillor was clearly the star, how
ever, stirring up the show with im
provisations

In o duet with Atkins, Keillor
advised him to “follow the dots
got stuck on & line himself, and
sang

“Ican't think of a rhyme,

Bul we're on stage,

And you're all the rage
paused, then sdded

“And I'm on the cover of Time

The audience howled, hooted
and clapped like mad

In another tune, sung to a classi
cal music theme, Keillor eroons

“Strong and pure,

Cow manure

1 know where | am,

lam home again "

And he sends a message to cow
bays “discovering their maleness.”

Feelings are dad-blamed com
plex, that's why,

1¢'s 0K for a cowbay to cry

Later. he describes his last, mis
erable Halloween, when his teach
er insisted the children collect
money for UNICEF instead of can
dy for themselves.

“It was my last year to get a major

He

harvest.” he recalled. “1 was still
small enough to be appealing. bul
big enough to really cover some ter-
ritory.”

Wandering the neighborhoods
dark and cold, “it was easy 1o be
lieve the stories of wild dogs out
there Cougars Sick animals, lurk
ing out there, waiting to make the
jump. make a break for it and take
& kid with them

Other fears could include the
ever-present possibility of brain
damage and sudden death if a hair
an your head grew in instead of out

“Then | sometimes find a hair in
my mouth,” he says, with a familiar
gesture of retrieving the nuisance
“Somehow this one has missed my
brain, and I've bitten it off in my
sleep

But these were nothing compared
to the constant belief among his
strictly religious family that Christ
would return at any moment, “the
trumpets and angels would cut
through all we think is important

With an encore of a few old songs
everyone could sing and harmonize
with, the show ended

Yes, il's definitely something o
plan your weekend around
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ket dictaies
But even as people live with
portents and dangers. night
thoughts and fears, life still goes
on, ina large city or a small town
You ean go home again,” he add
but they don't have to lake you

ed

nis fall, Ke

llor is spending lit
tle time at Lake Wobegon. His new
book. “Lake Wobegon Days,” is the
nation's No. 2 fiction bestseller and
Keillor is on the cover of Time mag
azine this week

His show is pure entertainment
and includes no politics or issues
of the day. Keillor prefers talking
about Norwegian bachelor farm
ers, gospel doves and his make-be
lieve sponsor, Powdermilk Bis
cuits: “Heavens, they're tasty, and
expeditious too [

Keillor's monglogue s on
people, their habits, quirks and re.
lationships. partly because Keillor

Host Garrison Kesllor

musicians in his weekly

he says

in the light suit
radio program

A

‘Prairie Home’ show goes on the road

us about people and partly
h

He resists the idea of taking the
show io television
heard in
ngst fabulous 2

gang with a bunch o I
up facing one way and eating Kra
or StoufTer's
Nor is he e
listeners
‘We can't afford a massive audi
ence, because of the greater costs
of power if more people tune in
tongue-in-cheek
The two-hour show is broadcast
aturdays at 6 pm and rebroad
cast Sunday at noon
95188 1 on cable
station in Grand Junetion

Performers in Laramie, Wyo

Atkins, fiddler Johnny Gimble, show rngul.lrs Butch
Peter Ostroushko Maddox

and Oregon singer Rose

lsads a vaned band of

listeners “deserve a
turday night, something

Our show is
{ kitchens
as by peo

thousands

r lo gather more

n KPRN-FM
he public radio

A Praine Home
included guitanst Chet
Thompson and
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