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‘Praitie Home Compi pdnion

By TOM ROGERS
ST. PAUL, Minn.—Lake Wobegon, Minn.,
Garrison Kelllor's

Arlene Bunsen, Fal
lngqvlsl.mnkekalphspreﬁycoodom-
"lllsl quletmm"hewmalnhhm
on Lake Wobegon, to

forever, but for as long as a
nasmdiumemlddleol

meant to buy more meters with the revenue,
but nobody puts nickels in them because

parking nearby Is free. Parking is diagonal.”
Or, “Left to our own dewoes, we Wobego-

nians 8o straight for small potatoes, Mam-

tic doesn't appeal to us; we like the Gi
Canyon bel!er with Clarence and Arlm
parked in front of it, srm'liug. We feel uneasy
at momentous events."

Lake Wobegon has grown famous through
Keillor’s Minnesota Publlc Radio program “A |g
Prairie Home Companion"—named for the

obegon cemetery—and the tapes, T-
shirts and other trappings spun off from the
from “Sesame Street.”

show like

The show comes to Nashville for perfor-
mances Friday and Saturday at the Tennes-
see Performing Arts Center. Regulars

Thompson and Peter Ostroushko will be
along, plus special guests Emmylou Harris
and The Masters Five. Saturday’s show will
be broadcast live to more than 260 stations
across the US.

Since APHC took to the alr in 1974, Kell-
lor’s weekly monologs—"the news from Lake
Wobegon"—have matured from 10-minute
news reports to nearly 30-minute set pleces

loped characters

sumum home exoept for funerals and holi~
nyn
are the settled side of O.E.

Rolvudldamlnm&nh They are the
small town Minnesotans who stayed put

gre'uplnmmmkhmﬂnsconnlrynonh

Fans of A Prairie Home Companion” fill the 1,600-seat Orpheum

—Staff photo by Tom Rogers
Theater

each Saturday to see the radio show performed as it is broadcast live to 260
stations across the U.S. The theater, in a pedestrian mall of downtown St. Paul,
is a temporary home for the show. APHC hopes to retumn to its permanent
home at the World Theater, also in downtown St. Paul, this fall.

ELl(lelllcu’s skill makes the particular univer-

“The genius of the monologues lies in the
utter conVIctlon wnth which l(alllor dﬂlvus

Bob Dylan was a

Today, Kelllor’s wit and Lake Wobegoni-
ans are condensations of what he feels and

cs to
Nonnrs ancient Valhalla, the heaven that
eventually will be destroyed.

His view of APHC's life is similar. “I don't
claim divine guidance on that,” be says. T
woul?u day it might be all; over, and [

had a tersific time. For a sby
person, there’s nothing better than this.”

Tribune television \!lrlter Nick Colelmn.
“It is an awesome sight to watch him talk
about Wi n," last

Coleman wrote
year to mark APHC's 10th anniversary.
“Eyes closed as If in meditation, script
pushed off to the side, Keillor stands in a
trance, breathing deeply, reaching deep
down inside himself in a process of creation
and entertainment that is spell-binding.
“Even filtered through radio, Keillor's

many
nu:u‘mm
ey St

thin yet substantial. When he talks, the flow
of words seems close to song, and when he
sings its like melodic talk. Words, make no
mistake, are his medium.

Pushed, Kelllor gives his myth-making
short shrift. “I'm a working writer; [storytell-

APHC. Recently on the show Keillor sang
“Jason's Song,” which he wrote when Jason
was nearly 8, “It's still a good song,” he told

“It's just a song 1 wrote for you in April,
“Knowing you'd be 8 the first of May,

*“To tell you again how much I love you...
“Qﬂd.wbenywmbomlwasayoung

"lthmmoluﬂmlnlnaldmrdu
“There's nothing so having you."
"Doyulnawlcnllﬂ?“ Kellhrnskm me

Brings Lake Wobegn to Nashville

notlnfnmollndmmymofnhm"ls

his answer to accusations he may take APHC
out of Minnesota. -

“It's awfully hard to do a show you love In
a theater you hate." That's his measure of
APHC s temporary home at me 1 GOMeut Or-
pheum Theater. To him, AP “place” is
m former longtime home, the nmy. 1,000-
seat World Theater, now condemned and the
subject of a $3.3 million drive for renovation.
'lgl'em APHC to move back there this

A chat with Keillor turns to Lake Wobegon
&s if by fate. The word windows that illumi-
nate Lake Wobegon for listeners are the volc-
es of Keillor's mind's eye view of the town.
Lake Wobegon and its peaplesllmwm his
thinking like incoming tide

“It m a whl.!e to learn to talk about
these e, . “They're not all
loveable, And u:ey're not all easy to figure

out.
“I've been thinking of gifts I'd like to give
people at Lake Wobegon. I'd love to give
trips and have them see the world. And
the Mue!mvulswshakewxselmlooee
of old habits, our habitual ways of thinking.
“But they don't really want that.

sharply:
of Lake

Church]
leweuumhw Andllhad!a.wouldhe

"Somnemlnlslsmmmbyhhn
leaving, if he could that...

“I could have him—he'll have spent the
week in taking classes in Minne-
fpolu.uungdmlnlmmmnnderwﬂb
ng”

On the show the next night, Keillor report-
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