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Clty-shckers flock to Lake Wobegon

ltlml-lrr ilulmuu nl-tl.

HEN IT COMES 10 Garr}-
son Keillor and “Prairie
Home Companion,” there
are two kinds of prople
— those wha've never heard of them,
and members of the cull
of that second
roup, cunningly disguised as journal
Ists, dropped by the Warfiekd Theater
on Markel Street y alternoon
to watch Keillor and crew rehearse
for J'rlhe}lmw(mmuoni first
ever livefromSan-Franciseo
cast. The
llvanl‘m.-nu mlhullluledotl
ast
Obseure rural and suburban news
pers that have never carried 8 word

where on their staffs, was a “Prairie
Home Companion” freak who offered
1o work @ free month of Saturdays if
their editors would only assign them
1o cover this group Interview with
Keillor.

It was also the first press confer-
ence this reporter has ever wilhessed
where practically mobody had any
questions. Keillor just stared s the
small crowd, and they happily stared
hack. It seemed enough 1o see this
mkmwmpmpkwyhl
disembodicd

Of courwe, not nnly representatives
of the press are fixsted on this re
markable, iwo-hour live radio variety
program, which for 10 years has ema
nated from St. Paul, Minn., each Satur
day afiernoon. ("Prairie Home Com
jpanion” can be heard locally at 3 pan.
Saturdays on KALW, Vl 7 FM, and —
under the spansorship of The Examin-
er — at 6 pm. on KQED, B8.7 FM)

When it was announced that 4200
tickets would be available for a “Prai
rie Home Companion” dress rehearsal
tonight and the live broadeast tomor.
row, they sold out in three hours.

Cathy DeMoll, a Minnesota-hased
publicist for Keillor's program, said
the response was typical

Though “Prairie Home Compan-
ion” rarely goes on the road, “we get

more showy,” if |t was made some-
where else.

“There's something about my up
hrlntlrulnllun:m which s anth

show business,”
hard 10 do a show If you're brought up
o be opposed to what you're doing.
But everybody's got 10 be from some.
place, that's where I'm from. |
stay there because whenever | go
wway from Minnesota, Illlvruwlle
cashing my checks*
\hlln uml Keillor returned o his
chearsal, ovenceing a musical num-
mmmmm.m:nmmm
regular band, and San Francisco ca-
blecar bellringing champion Carl
Payne. Payne wis having an easy time
of il "Play whalever you wani to
play,” bie told Thompson. “Any beat

heard often on KQED radio, and trum-
pet player Jin Goodwin. Jean Red-
path, & talented Scotswoman who's
lived in San Francisco since 1961, will

and municipality in the country 1o  astonishing takent. And Berkeley folk-
claimed “Our last tour  singer Kate Wolf will join the

‘was 10 Vermont, and the same sort of by Nina Gerber on gul-

thing happened as here. It was snow-  tar, mandolin, and violin

ing when the tickets went on sale and not, . &l &t oncel

 line started forming at 6 in the morn- KQED will

ing. They were sold out by 10" “Prairie Companion” live at
What makes “Prairie Home Com- pm null-oaupemlluml.s

panion,” an eclectic blend of musical
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