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8 on the

‘ radio
By Eric Zom

‘Prairie Home’
is radio as it was

N MODERN TERMS, all the fuss and
bother is a lot over one little radio pro-
gram.

When ““A Prairie Home Companion,” a
wry, qulrkir vari:tdy show that is performed in
front of a live audience, visited Chicago for
the first time this last weekend for three
shows, a 20-person, three-vehicle entourage
from Minnesota Public Radio brought cur-
tains, speakers, pennants, souvenirs and
crates of electronic equipment that took them
two days gust to set uBnn the Studebaker
Theater. It was as if crew were workin
for one of those touring rock bands; they ha
roadies [some in slick nylon jackets], a veri-
table forest of microphones and technicians
watching ly lines on sound monitoring
devices so essly complicated only a few
people in the world really understand them.

IN RADIO, cﬂnh is ennordlnary.“l"b':'. many

rs now radio programs generally have

n safely ensconced in the polite,
acoustically pure vacuum of the studio, where
everything from talk to music takes place
behind large plate glass. Live-audience radio
variety shows haven't seen light in this town
since the old days, and when you see the
effort, expense and coordination that go into
presenting what is actually a very simple
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