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Keillor—

Keillor provided what the audience
wanted, including a few good-natured
cracks at Roman Catholic religious
orders — appropriately, since St
John's is a Benedictine institution.

He referred to the Order of St.
Ed, for example, named after St. Ed
the Capable, whose members empty
ashtrays and unclog drains "all in the
knowledge that the Lord did not mean
for all of us to be intellectuals.”

Father Emil, pastor of the Our Lady
of Perpetual Responsibility in Lake
Wobegon, was not too stupid, however,
Keillor said.

On the Fourth of July, Father Emil
would set off three fire rockets on the
church steps. When people would
come running to the church to find out
what had happened, Father Emil
would say, "Come in. (The rosary) has
just started.”

While Keillor performed on stage, a

former St. Cloud woman performed
much of the behind-the-scenes work
necessary for the two-hour show.

Margaret Moos, producer of the
show, talked with technicians, gave
performers cues and kept the show
running according to schedule.

What has made the “Prairie Home
Companion” show swell in popularity
is that 5o many people who listen to it
or watch it can identify with small-
town living, said Moos, 37, a 1963
graduate of Cathedral High School.

“We get so many letters trom people
who say they have had a pastor like
Father Emil or knew a family like the
Bunsens (a mythical family often re-
ferred to on the show),” Moos said.

These people may live in big cities
now, but they do not forget their roots
in the collective small town that is
Lake Wobegon, she said. A popular
theory is that Lake Wobegon is main-
ly based on Freeport, because Keillor
used to live there, but, according to
Moos, "Lake Wobegon is a mixture of
many small towns.”

Moos has worked with the show
since its beginnings in 1974, first
as a promoter and later as producer.

Her current duties include budget-
ing, long-range planning and booking
talent.

The show started out small, with
performances in an B2-seat auditori-
um in the Variety Hall Theater in
Lowertown St. Paul, but has contin-
ually expanded and now uses the 860-
seat auditorium at St. Paul's World
Theater as its home base.

About 2 million people listen to
the show on their radios each week,
according to Moos.

The show has caught on so much
that it has been t out for tours
on the East and West coasts.

“"We get probably 100 pieces of mail
today, from all over the US." she
said. "It's great to see, after all those
years of digging potatoes.”

Moos is one of two St.
Cloud Moos sisters who now work for
Minnesota Public Radio. Kate Moos,
28, recently joined KSJR as a
reporter.,
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