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Autoharps, fiddles, mandolins,

Iew s-harps, git-tars, upright
and eillor’s pleas-
ant voice ¢

fill the air-
ways during ‘°A Prairie Home

This Saturday's show on KSJN-
FM (and National Public Radio)
promises something a little differ-
ent: the ultimate acoustic sound,
the a cappella singing of the Per-
suasions.

Those time-tested street-corner
harmonies. Heavenly sounds that

Jon
Bream

¥ Anticipation

beg for mo accompanying instru-
ments. Four voices that breathe

Persuasions tune up for ‘Pralrle Home’

new life into tunes you've heard )
mnv); many times.
‘e encompass a wide variety @
of music,” said Margaret Moos,
“‘Companion” producer who ar-
ranged for the Persuasions’ ap-
pearance. “The Persuasions are
American folk musicians in my
book. Just like old pop-jazz or old
rock 'n’' roll that we've had on the
show. In general, we have primari- . I3
ly acoustic and traditional music. The Persuasions W
And they are certainly acoustic.” Their street-corner harmonies have rescued a lost art left, Ji Ha Ji La erbert
And, of course, the Persuasions " L e RSy Sy STy LANSGE ARAS 5
are special—special enough to of the "50s. The a cappella singing of Jayotis Washing- Rhoad breathes new life into old songs.
:’ﬁ"ﬁ:&ﬁﬁuﬁﬂmﬁlgﬁnwﬂé provising on songs for 20 years. backup band that went nowhere. nave to take 9-to-5 jobs
Theater in St. Paul. The concert is They started as buddies on the The singers also have contributed “Even if we had 9-to-5s, we'd
sold out. " street corners and subway stations background vocals on albums for still get together at 6 and sing all
"'ve mever heard the radio of Brooklyn. After a while, people  scores of singers, most recently night for nothin Hayes said.
show,” said Persuasions bess sing- hired them to sing at parties. One  Arlo Guthrie and Ronnie Hawkins. *“We love it—the fove it generates
er Jimmy Hayes this week rroEn day a man heard them singing at @ A couple of years ago, the Persua- and the love we get from the peo-
his New York home. “But I've record shop. He taped them and sions toured with folk-jazz star ple. So what if we have no hits?
been reading @ brochure about it. °CX the tape to his friend Frank Joni Mitchell, opening her show We're gonna end up like the Mills
we'll have ssomﬁthing for 'em to Z2Ppa on the West Coast. Three and accompanying her. Brothers. We'll be legendary. Peo-
ot into." - days later, the Persuasions were on Since their first recording, the ple will think about us for years to
B The Persuaamns R et (] 747, heading for California and Persuasions have been the lone a come.”
sdding material to their rEpertuiri 76{’?3 s :rurrd company cappella group on the circuit.
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aPnl add “;mr;_ H“l_‘;es_‘!;?"‘ & 9 Ten- n ACross on the LJ‘-' Fmﬁl There's even a i ﬂ! ¥
e Village record a cappella outfit in Boston B 4
“Slow Hand"; the Four Tops he "r* PR
My Girl"; Kenny Hu;;rr-;_ ‘Gan “l d '_“, aul Hayes, 39, “Let's B rr T
bler” and “Coward of the County m‘;}r' Lk 1Lall';e:l e | ALL YOU 95
and the Oak Ridge Boys' “Elvira 5 B .
Hayes said the singers work out 1 k:.d::;x ?rr‘l.. \:irr [ C:\REL :l'C'IEAT' 6
new songs all the time—in re | § “South of the Border BBO Ribe
. ars, on airplane &7 = = =1 Burritos * Enchiladas
» r s Taco Salad * Refried Beans
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