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A Prairie
Istt Compamon
To Saturday Night

ByDAVE BITTAN B

Swarthmore College's ivy-covered campus would uz--l unlikely place o
mealinmﬂamomewsmwmnlmm

Minnesota version of “Grand Ole Opry.”

But then prairie humorist Garrison Keillor, whose: wit has a Will Rogers
flair, (with touches of Fred Allen and Jean Shepherd), is not your common
ordinary garden variety of variety show host. A writer, he hatched his idea
for “A Prairie Home Companion” seven years ago after visiting Nashville to

most sophisticated of magazines. No hick, he wasa col English major, also
writes for the Atlantic Monthly, and started asa music -

Lake Wobegon, Minn. It's a fictional small town based on the one in which he
grew up. The town, and its people, businesses (‘d chnn:ha, have hewllt

immortalized in the weekly show broadcast before a live audience from a
Paul theater. Since July 1980, it has been Mw Saturday nigmx
Continued on Page 44 - -
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“He gave me a stare that made me

almost wish I was going to where he

said some of us were gonna. And he

looked me straight down in the eye
he said that -had. ki
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and bassist,
regulars on the show. Music is an

Con ion:* But it’s not the kind of
¢ from Nashville —or ™

" ‘bedone.”
A shy per
“self “a story teller,” he insists the
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important part of “A Prairie Home

seesercese

Broadway's Smash Hit \ :

LIVE on Stage

ISTAR THEATER
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U Keillor features offbeat . -
- western -
by the

programs.
‘who- really isn’t funny. He doesn't
look or dress like a comic. Yet people
laugh at him (or with him) and he
bas developed a relatively small but
select group of fans with his music,
his droll stories about the mythical
Minnesota town, its off-the-wall resi-
dents, and its make-believe business-
es. His-show has fictional sponsors,
including a “national” one for Pow-
dermilk. gisr.nm its. “that gives shy per-
sons the courage to do what needs to

o g
who considers him-

show is not a satire— “It’s a continu-

r ."'?-ylg:t his humor does have
kindly, gentlesatire.

bespectacled, bearded 64,

a man, writes

much of his material in advance, but

ad libs most of it when he goes on-

stage.

If the Keillor fans who saw him at
Swarthmore were disappointed in
his appearance, they masked their
feelings. At a reception following the
concert, he-was hailed as if he were
royalty. But he says he doesn’t think
he fits the image people have of him.

W are too polite to say they
are surprised,” he says. “Some are
surprised 1 have a beard. People
think I'm older than I really am.
Some. are. 1 wear a suit.
Some imagine me standing on stage
in bib overalls and Li’l Abner boots.”

is 39 and he does wear
boots, over-ankle ones crafted by a St.
Paul bootmaker. He wears a conser-
vatively-cut white three-button suit,
with tie. He didn’t look out of place at
‘Swarthmore, where there were peo-
ple wearing jeans, people wearing a
‘coats and fies, and people with jeans
and coatsand ties.

He is tied to living in Minnesota,
and has no ambition other than to
continue his “Saturday night show as
long as people seem to want it.” He
has been working on a novel about
old-time radio. that has been under
his bed for years. ‘

Since he has “a strong bias against

“Itelevision,” hie can't see “A Prairie
. | Home Companion” as a TV show.

“The picture that people make in
their own minds. about Lake Wobe-
gon,” he says, “is much more gor-
geous and interesting than any tele-
vision show I can think about.”

But we soon will be able to see “A
Prairie Home Companion” on local
TV. Channel 6 cameras were at

the station plans to

air It on its Saturday night “Prime
Time” show.
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