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By KATE PERRIER down-home show in front of live
TL!H Seaff Writer nnd very lively audiences around
the state.
Broadcasting from high atop the  **A Prairio Home Companion”* is
Birch Room at the Germain 1 i the last descendent
in beautiful downtown St. Cloud deasts of yesteryear
Wednesday night, Garrison Keil: when performors worked n front
lor b t old-time radio back te of a live audience.
the people. Outside of the Grand Ole Opry
Keillor, s writer and star of in Nashville, Tenn.. Keillor is
Minnesota Public Radio’s A single-handedly keeping radio live
Prairie Home Companion,” along an .y in an era when bubble-
with his back-up group, The Pow- gum disc jockeys talk faster than
dermilk Biscuit Band, tape thelr the speed of sound and weather

> il 3

reports are taped for futare broad:
east.,

Kuillor's philasaphy of radio can
be summed up in & 0 wroLe
und wings, “When We Get Older,
We Learn to go Slower. Radio ir
alow and mellow

During the banter between
songs, be admitied that his ambi
tions are to “stay on the radio,
play the nutoharp and talk about
Jack's Auto Repair and Powder-
milk Bigcuits, henvens, they are
tasty.”

These twa busine
in Lake Woebegone, Minn., which
is somewhere between here and
there.

Like Fibber McGee's closet and
tack Benay's Maxwell, Lake
Woebegone supplios Kaillor with
endless comedy material

For example, th

town was

E;riiri;a_th'le Corpj@niori-radio show

Keeping live radio alive in a bubblegum era

misread their map, but refused to
acdmit it, he said

Keillor has first-hand informn
tion on those Germans, havin
lived in Freeport and 8t. Clous
several years aga when he was o
racio panouncer for KSJI at St
John's University, the school oth
erwise known as “the center ol

habilitation for the

founded by stubborn r

who were retreating from the
Dakotas when they stumbled on
the spat by Divine Providence and
by equally stubborn Germans wha

o, b aaid

When he is not performin
the radia, Heillor writes
material for his show.

Gale Nelson, 5t Cloud, played
mutoharp and sang with her hus-
band Mike

His sangs are a cambination af
country-folk-western-bluegrans
truck  drivin'-mountain-and-
Midwester music, always with an
autohurp necompaniment

Kedllor sald he is the fastest,
hottest, slickest, swostest suto-
harpist in the world, a title which
should not be diminished by the
fact that anyone can loarn o play
the instrument in five days and
five nights.

Hin two other running jokes ane
us sponser Pewdermilk
‘in the blus box with »
biseuit on the front or"the brown
box with the s

freshness' " and Ja
pair, “ull ronds lead to Jack's
where the bright lights shine on
complete satisfaction.’

emusie fram his hand,
od throo local talents to join him
for his St. Cloud show,

Mike und Gale Nel
Cloud played the guil
horp respectively and sang folk
sangs and hymos.

Rabln Gattiried of St Joss
sang mountain music while ha
accompanied himsell on the dulei-
mer, & wire-stringed instrament
pluyed with light hammers held in
the hands.

Keillor suid he wan suprised to
see 50 many young people at the
fermented radia broadeast

“They ean't remember old time
radio, 5o they must just want to
have & good time.” he said

estain themselves "

ure here, you brought them in with
you."
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