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“A Prairie: Home Companion” host Garrison Keillor, left, and
perforrmier Jerrod Niemann at the Grand Ole Opry. where Keillor

was a guest announcer in 2010.

Keillor delves into
life’s quirks with
new poetry book

By Duane W. Gang
The Tenneszzsn

rrison Keillor knows a
thing or two about telling sto-

ries,

He's told them on the radio,
of course. And he's told them
onstage and through music.
Oh, nnd he's written a few

Nuu the author, humorist
and radio hest of “A Prairi
Home Companion” is telling
stories through a collection of

‘poems.
Although he has edited sev-

ouches.
love, romance, pollnu.dl:h—

GARRISON KEILLOR
TALKS POETRY

Salon@6151s a partnership be-
tween the Nashile Public Li-
s

The author talks are free, ticketed
events. Reserved tickets are avai
able for a $2.50 service.

ticket theough salonaté5.0rg. A
fimited number of auitorium
tickets vl be available 30 min-
tes before Salon time on the day
of the event. Ticket distribution

0 Whata Luxur \Isr!e(Lymal
Vuigar Patheti & Profoond

615
Where: Nashul Public Ubrary,
615 Church st

life.

vy, the collection
rings the 7-year-old Keillor
back ull ciree. He. began
‘writing poems whenhe was 14.

e Public Library today
ing about his latest book as
]Wfrl of the Salan@615 author
series. Keillor last week an-
swered_questions by email
about his poetry and Nash-
ville, which he says has always
beeran “It" city for him. Here
are excerpts:
Q:Thisis your firstbook of

poems:
T'm 71, Life speeds up. You
drop stuff you don't really en-
. like television and going
out to noisy restaurants and
servie , and
devote yourself to what you
enjoy most, and one of those is
wriing poetry. At 71 your rep.
wtation is what it is and it will

pealing The!
shout Scentaperhourfor the
time 1 5 which is
whal 1 used Iof:\m]v king

and radishes when I was
1, but writing the book was
way more fun than picking

0,
What a Luxury

won Keillor

oo

Versen Lyvical, Valgar,
Patheie - Profou

Ga

20, Wt Lery by Gardios
Keillor s published by
oo

ress. GrovT

or . she will notice this,
and F'I\. will n:mr:mhcr it for
therest of h her

he is the one who bought
her brassieres by the boxful to
keep the fronts of her fracks
u
Q: Can we expect any of
these_poems to become
songs? This is Music City, af-

is progress there. And | like

e about thongs and Kansas
and urination and fatherhood,
vather than poems o e

The hatle s agningt cyniciem
and narcissism. Church
politics challenge us to be our
better selves and that is al-
ways a usefu] thin

Q: Some
d..l-mlnv"ndmm
Others are.

urology. What's up wm;

T am anti-thang and pro-
urology. As for love and ro-
‘mance, I have fond memories
of times when my heart
ed when a particular
woman walked through the
door. This is the grandest rea-
Bl weiea poceinkures
a woman with your passion for
her. It's why I started writing
poems back when I was 1
couldn't goout for football be-
cause | had a heart-valve de-
fect, and T wasn't a by
stude et v
trump card. If you write a po-
em for Christine or Margaret

I've sung

whichistoa Fots Wale e,
and “1 A

ket n Irving Bzrlm and
“Nobody Loves You Whe You

Take o Smoke” is _fuil an old

wol ng
sperm. 1 think that could be
uge for samel
0

your first vis-
itt0 Nashille, What are your
favorite places tovisit? Gota

Favorite music vanue or res-
w«m‘r

d on my Nashville
P K ‘me places. 1 go
where they want to go. I once
walked around with Vince Gill
and people were as nice to me
as could be. Lower Broadway

miss Linebaugh's and Mer-

chant Lunch,
hubbub s what a great city is
all about. If [ need quiet, [ can
always come back 10 St. Paul.
Q: Lots of are cal
ing Nashwille the next “It”
city. Doesn't that mean the
should get ceniter stage
in your next A Prairie Home
jion” or your nextse-
rie;n!pnﬂrs
1 started “A Prairie Home
Companion” after spending an
intense couple of weeks in
Nashvllie back in 1974.
st the *Tt" city then ex-
ot o me.
Cantact Dusane . Gang at 615726~

5987 or dgang@tennessean.com.
on Twitter Guluanegang.

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.




