Newspapers

fy%lancestry
https://www.news papers.com/image/326184350

The Tampa Tribune (Tampa, Florida) - Mon, Nov 23, 2009 - Page 4

Downloaded on Aug 21, 2021

Sharing stories of life’s bounces

Garrison Keillor comes to Tampa
for a solo performance

Hy PENNY CARNATHAN

peamathan Btampatrin.com

Ciarrison Kelllor hos bad a story on hi
ik, which dsn't so anusual

But this is one, hie says, be hasn'r yer
told,

Tt was 1968, | was @
about o be drafted. or
ihaut 1o be drafted. 1o go o
winted (0 see i | could in
Yorker (magaz

Instead, e fi
WAL

*It's an intercsti

Vietmam. |
=1 the New
tngy e a job.”

=, With another

story,” he says,
life tokes a
ving much o do
with it. Looking I| ick. it's the interrup
tion of grace. | feel grateful for br."

Giratitude. That will be the theme of
Keillor's pre-Thanksgiving one-man
show in Tampa on Tuesday night

Best knovwn as the cre and host of
public radio’s long-running "A Prairie
Home Companion,” the storyteller, sing
er, actor and writer says he'll ik
lot of things during the show, t
Wobegon Days."

“I'im going tw talk about an
health event | suffered this f
ina b merview from New 'm:L
“I'mn golng i k about my cousin Kate,

whis was the adventurous person in our
farmily. And my Aunt Eva, whose famm we
; Tanksgiving. It had no
plumbing or electricity, Our  mother
warited us to see the farm so we would
apprecite wihat we had

"W loved her farm.*

sctually, he muses, it was probably
u they loved. She was a great old
iy, generous with the hugs that his
thet, s a shaper and molder of yourg
lives, held back

“I'm going to talk abowur o stroke |
suffersd,” he continues

On a recent broadcast of "A Prairie
Home Companion,” the &7 -yenr-old said
he was grateful ihe crisis in Seprember
didn't pob him of his speech, so often an
eflect of stroke.

That would have been an unfathom
able Joss to his fans, as well. Part of the
migic of Keillor's tales is in the molasses
show, hypnotizi iy

Now he savs, “We all have a sense of
humer. Than's how you get through ic”

And on an advisory note: “IF you have
1 stroke, o minor stroke i8 definitely the
way 1o go.”

He's back wp to full speed, hosting the
show, writing, fouring. Though that's not

went 1o for

what his “personal sdvisers” wifie
fenny Lind Milsson: son lason, 40; amd
duughter 11— wondd like.

1 do nvod lack for advice,” hie says. *But
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Garrison Keillor, host of public radio's "4
Prairie Home Companion,” shares storles,
wwmn-m-wm
a one-man show.

I'm trying to madntain momentum. Once
you slow dosn .. then whin?”

He won't throw in references specific
o the Tampa Bay aren, ocalizing te
show as he usually does when “Conpan
jon® travels. For solo pedormances, he
says, he flies In fust be his appear

IF YOU GO

WHEN: 730 pam. Tuesday

WHERE: Divid A, Straz Jr, Canter for
the Performing Arts, 1010 N.W. C. Ma-
einnes Place. Tampa; (813) 229-T827
ADMISSION: Tichets start 5t 535,50

ance, which doesn't allow time for
brushing up on a city.

He has never come here with Guy
Noir, Powdermilk Biscults, and the rest
of his variery show staples, which pre
sumably requine a longer stay .

“I'm sure that we will,” he sivs. T
puit it o ey lise”

For this performa
dience will hear many ales from Loke
Wabegon, the umhu.u Minnesota town
made famous in Keillor's “Companion™
miomalogues

Tt's where ' froam,” be savs l.lrnpl)'. =

He'll vilk about the baunces that life-
|.EL|"~. those lIl[l‘IflI]HIli-IIH ol Br

vou d steer, but instead st
Like a long-ago love, and an aflectionade
aunt. And the stroke that generously
spired ar rkahbe gif

It's abou sors uI thing

says of Tuesday's performance
about Thanksgiving.®

Edlitor Peany Corrnuthen cnm be rosched ar
83 258-TRiZ

theugh, his a-,
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