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‘A PRAIRIE HOME COMPANION’ LIVE

The humorist is composing
calmly right up to show time

By Katherine Nichols

knichols@starbulletin.com

Three hours before “A Prairie Home
Companion” begins at the Blaisdell Con-
cert Hall, Garrison Keillor starts to con-
template the 20-minute monologue he will
deliver without notes on live radio to an
audience of millions. Something about
missionaries, he decides.

PHOTOS BY DENNIS ODA / DODA@STARBULLETIN.COM

Garrison Keillor has been the host for “A Prairie Home Companion” since 1974,
revving up an intense two-day production cycle 32 weeks a year. Below, Keillor
sang with Hawaii entertainers, from left, Aima McManus, Luanna McKenney and
Mihana Souza toward the end of yesterday's show.

Keillor at work is
no rustic slowpoke

Did any missionaries come from Min-
nesota? I don't think so, but I'm going to
invent some," he says.

He doesn't get more than a few minutes
to work on it before he's onstage testing a
new song and tapping his famous red
shoe to the slack-key guitar accompany-
ing his melodic voice, followed quickly by
a run-through of skits with the actors.

The night before, he wrote and pro-
duced until 10:30 p.m., then returned to
the Sheraton Waikiki and worked until

Please see Keillor, A12
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Keillor: Actors get script with less than a day to create their effects
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