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Keillor may even sing n appearance here
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Keillor signed on in 1969, ing & morn-
Garrison Keillor ing show on Minnesota Public Radio called
Ahiri&}lume[:w?-m L il
@ WHERE: Drue Heinz Lecture Saries. ing an article on the Grand Old Opry, which

in Carnegie Music Hall, Oaklana. Ew him the idea of incorporaimg live
@ WHEN: 7:30 p m Monday B

clals for imaginary products into
@ TICKETS: $12$18, students $8; “'ﬂh"m'-'amh N
Keillor signed off in 1967, but a two-

126300008 year histus rebirned with “The Amesican
Hadio Company.” which was based af the

Brooklyn Academy of Music. Like the pro-

For more than three decades — some-  tagonist of “Love Me," the show returned
mu-uemmm—mhhﬂ home to Minnesola in %2, and changed its T
m@"‘mmm “SHE REMADE, MGEC2  Garmison Keslor wil read from his novel, “Love Me.” a the Orus Heinz Lachure Seres.
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Keillor may even sing
n his appearance here

KEILLOR FROM PAGE C-1

game back to “A ll’arairie Home
ompanion” a year later.
Wﬁg{uhas given “Prairie Home
Companion” such staying power
and appeal? “We have a perfect
time slot,” Keillor says. “Saturday
at 6 p.m. Eastern is a mellow mo-
El:;t.candtau up] and down the
oast people are opening
their sauvignon glanc or sllc))ghing
a shaker of martinis and their
hearts are young and free. That's
when I sing ‘Tishomingo Blues’
and start saying funny things.

“By 8 p.m., they’re at a dreadful
dinner party or at the theater
watching an awful &lay about
childhood trauma or they’re at a
John Kerry fund-raiser at the Uni-
tarian church, and they’re think-
ing, ‘What was that wonderful
show on the radio that I only got to
hear the first half-hour of?’ That's
the other reason for our longevity:
Nobody ever hears the whole
show.”

Keillor has made a career out of
making unique radio, and he has
strong opinions on the current
state of the medium. “Commer-
cial radio is a dying horse, and
that's why it’s being conglomerat-
ed and automated. Nobody’s hay-
ing fun in commercial radio, and
some day you'll have 10 people

p ing 5,000 stations.
“gfblic noncommercial radio
has never been healthier, oddly
enough, because public radio un-
derstands that homogeneity and
automation are not what people
tune in for: People want to hear
distinctive individuals on the air
who seem to be enjoying them-
selves ... the ‘Car '%lysorlra
Glass or Terry Gross. You really
need to stand out as ‘Somebody.’”
He's an observer of the current

political scene. Keillor had'a ot to
say when his state elected a for-
mer professional wrestler as its
governor. The thought of @ movie
actor and former body builder
running for governor in California
also gets him going,. “California is
always fun to watch and [Arnold]
Schwarzenegger is the most pre-
posterous candidate since Jesse
(The Body) Ventura. Glad it’s
them and not us this time.” -+ -
The Information Superhighway
now runs through Lake Wobegon.
The “Prairie Home Companion”
Web site (www.prairiehome:org)
gives listeners several ways to
connect to the program and its
host. Archived shows can be lis-
tened to either by segment or in
their entirety. In “Post to' the
Host,” Keillor answers questions
on an array of topics, from person-
al advice — like his fictional char-
acter Mr. Blue — to recipes for
potato salad. “Stories From
Home” features listeners’ stories
about their hometowns. “The
Chatterbox Cafe” is an- online
message board where postings
range from things related to the
shows to just about everything
(politics is a hot topic). “From the
Desk of Garrison Keillor” features
many of Keillor’s published maga-
zine articles. "o
Keillor spent part of this sum-

0
mer on the road with The ~

Rhubarb Tour, which took
“Prairie Home Companion” live to
16 cities. He’s at work on several
projects at the moment, including
4 ling in screenplays and try-
ing to fix up an opera and working
on a novel about tomatoes and a
boo'{: titled ‘Why I Am a Demo-
cra " a

Adrian McCoy can be reached

at amccoy@post-gazette.com. '
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