News
by Hlancestry
https://www.newspapers.com/image/203400184

The Burlington Free Press (Burlington, Vermont) -

Sat, Aug 23, 2003 -

Page 37

Downloaded on Jun 25, 2021

son Keillor
Ing m‘ “A Prairie Home Companion” at the Shelburne

ABOVE: Tim Roltet of Vi
Sound (ATS) Corp. checks equipment Tuesday.
RIGHT: Fred Newman of the state of Georgla makes a series of accom-
plished barnyard animal noises during Tuesday's sound check and re-
hearsal at the Shelburne Museum.

On the air

*“A Prairle Home Companion;” Wmmmﬂnlmymﬁn.m re-

wdnmlmmmmmm nto, Callr. new fall
begins Sept. 27

'ergennes, a stage technician with All Tech

Photos.
rehearses with a large nlltsnf band members m ‘actors Tuesday during a sound check before a live show-
Museum.

ALISON REDLICH, Frec Fress

A day on
the Prairie

Keillor and Co.
come to Vermont

By Susan Green
Free Press Correspondent

The chemical toilets, all 30 of
them, stand like silent sentinels
just to the south of a grassy Shel-
burne Museum field dotted with
red clover.

“I'm the Porta-potty man,” ex-

lains Tim Hogan of Milton, as
En sets up the johns at 10:30 a.m.
in anticipation of the 3,000 peo-
ple who might need them
throughout the evening.

It is a steamy Tuesday in Au-
gust — Aug. 19, to be exact — at
the site that will host a sold-out
6:30 p.m. concert featuring Gar-
rison Keillor. He's the folksy yet
erudite Minnesota native who

has been tickling America’s col-
lective funny bone for the better
part of three decades. His pro-
gram of music and skits, “A
Prairie Home Companion,” is
broadcast nationwide every Sat-
urday on Mational Public Radio.

This summer. only reruns of
the show can be heard over the
airwaves. However, 17 live per-
formances are scheduled across
the country in what's been
dubbed The Rhubarb Tour, a
name that acknowledges Bebop-
a-rebop Rhubarb Pie. Don't
bother to ask for this baked good
at the Jocal suFermark:t. Along
with Powdermilk Biscuits, it's a
deliciously fictitious sponsor of
Keillor's ongoing "Guy Noir" de-
tective saga,

“We have a weekly audience
of four million listeners,” says
former Vermont Public Radio-
development director Tony

See PRAIRIE, 10D
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son's having so much fun.”

Sound check

To prepare for the one Ver-
mont stop on Keilllor's 17-city
swing the Shelburne Museum
Green is swarming with crew-
mem berl hlr: by the

Bresens.in the hot sun,they
nts, In the I\ul sun, they
hoist a stack of
above each side of the stage.

"We use i computer pro-
gram to adjust the sound”
says Tim Rollet, a :Ls.tlmm e
gineer for the Ru based
Atomic Professional Audio.
“It's designed to give even
Cover. across a  vertical
field with BS to 90 percent ac-
curacy.”

Heavy
5?0 are also 1l into
place. Two generators pro-
vide all the required power.
“We can supply the stage with
1,200 amps,” explains Gary Le-
mieux, a South Burlington

+ master electrician,

Does Keillor use less juice
than, say, Metallica? “We'd
probably need twice that for
rock shows,” Lemieux says,

“We couldn't do Lynyrd
suggests

mllrr Alex
Iﬂl'l

Ilung enu:mhk
'L'iling ﬂnd.l.ng acts llmt
I'Ittheplu:

The Rhubarb Tour is the fi-
nal summer event at a venue
that has witnessed Willie Nel-
som, Tracy Chay and Al-
ison Krmm — all fairly mel-

ormers. *1 hope we're
I.nvl.tedd!bacl: in 2004, Croth-

Food repose

The stagehands for this gig
are fueled by hearty meals.
] at noon for a
lunch that includes sausage-
and -pepper sandwiches, veg-
en w ers” and a
dtli P ner men
plum!l!s Tbone and str

steaks, cheddar chi
toes and ! e —
El.u:n not Bebop-; tﬁgm}: Rhu-

The equi nt is set up by
3 pm, the visiting
troupe arrives for the requi-
site sound check. Under an
open tent behind the stage,
hospitality coordinator Te-

resa Lorenco of Burlington

trusses holding

Skynyrd here,”
H.isber

T

Taresa Lorenco of Burlington, a
Higher Ground in Winooski,

and musicians' trailers at the Shelbume Museum on Tuesday
before Garrison Kelllor's show.

puts out a : bagels,
cheese, fruit szld. chips and
m orn and a basket

cough drops and
breath mints,

In a black T-shirt, faded
jeans and leather sandals,
Keillor ambles over to grab a
snack and schmooze with
Guy's All-5tar Shoe Band, his
four seasoned back-up musi-
cians. “Ummm, this tastes
homemade guacamole,” the
6l-year-eld humorist  pro-
claims, unaware that it is not.
“I'd better ration myself. I
don't want to founder in the
middle of the show."

Keillor’s comic aensibilllE
is frequently scnm]u;tu
Guest musician  Peter
troushko, an acclaimed Mﬂe
and mandolin player, jokes
with him about what founder-
ing might entail.

At a brief rehearsal, how-
ml. these artists never miss a

Keillor warbles a duet
Stephanie Davis — he
calls her “the singing cowgirl"
from Montana — on a beauti-
ful ballad, 'l‘nlkmg o |h=

ALIBOM REDLICH, Frov ros
hospitality coordinator for
Iee buckets to artists'

ually pleased with his job,
else can you get to do

live sound effects with the
best storyteller In America®™
he asks rhetorically, before
emitting barnyard noises for a

“Garrison has a very clear vi-
sion, and we all do what we
can to help that vislon come
true.”

Orientation period
Between tunes, Keillor
belts out a slightly altered line
from “Gypsy." the Broadway
musical: “Let us entertain

the public smile since his
19608 campus radio debut
while a student at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. “Prairie
Home Ci n" foll

in 1974 on a public radio sta-
tion in St. Paul,

Except for a brief detour to
Manhattan in the late 1980s,
Keillor has been a steadfast
champion of the Midwest, His

m ake-belie w Minnesota

Moon." They also h
on two Elvis classics, “Love
Me Tender” and "I Can't Help

Falling in Love With You.™
This romanticism is
ccllpud by Keillor's mischie-
“More vibrato,” he

vous e

tells le.s. before mbbl

the back of her head

ﬁu"’ shaking it to :m:urauc
uaver.

The singing cowgirl
doesn’t mind a bit. “This tour
is the coolest thing I've ever
done,” Davis says during a
break. “It's a laugh a minute
with Garrison."”

Fred Newman, Keillor's on-
the-road “sound designer,” is

. a4

isa rr.q..!m target of the gen-
tle satirical style he has per-
fected over

years.

Keillor's New York City
@ encu are lh!nll_v dis-
w “Love his

F“urlh novel. The bJ.I.c:tlm
abuur a successful writer whe
loses his bearings in the Big
Agpl-e came out this week.
er arriving in Vermont on
Monday, he trekked down to
the Northshire Bookstore in
Manchester to sign coples.
Back in Shelburne, plastic
and wooden fencing sur-
rounds the site, which is ap-
proximately 300 feet square.

In that enclosure, the audi-
mmbﬂyﬂlhl&.h}dﬂh
kabobs and smoothies at stalls
th.uluun- perime-

able to get tickets to see him
I:' ore. This has been my life's
ambil

.
Kelllor's  ambition, with
only a few minutes left until
show time. is to finish the

uw's"ou{ seriptuu
dmlllumtl‘lﬂw thal
iznmlyricsln‘l}pﬂndu
Roof,” the classic Carole
lmp'wh!uﬂlho]d worl
down/ just

1 do get in trouble,
ten, though, Flhﬂr o

“*“'a;"' iy e
bly wouldn't ther Ver-
n:gm'a many Keillor aficioni-

s JELG, ot dos, who react with utés
B o p 1o Shelbure, e e 7 i W
Curtain :ﬂw He hi b:h:n;ad inl;ow
“ as cl -
1a New' Rasapshi: two black suit, red tie and socced
days nriinr‘ pmidenual shoes. The outfit s |'wm el
ful Sen. Bob Gr. of e for his title role
m. e Yot m“sp- mwlyE minted “buy Nulr
r? vate Eye” :pisode cm:l\
m“ with But  coms 0 man plagued by flatus
Howard Dean,” Fred Newman '="¢ 1"
recalls, “the crowd roared its Crothers, whose club is |
approval.” cated in the Onion Ci

Keillor has always seemed

ical without being overt]
palieal, ~m st an old
Democrat,” he cautions, still
tapping at his laptop key-
board. “There's no need to
wive it around. Every so of-

couldn't be happier. *I'd ]
to do more of this kind of
thing, but there aren't

like Garrison out there,” he
says, “That's what makes him
s0 special: He's in a class bﬂ
himself”

Planning to buy a home?

Ml

Ghamplain

All Drapery

Hardware &
Accessories

15% off

Check out our brand-new stockl
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