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When Garrison Keillor fans — and they are every-  from
inevitably ask: What's he really like? £ everyday

even though Ive spent 4 fair amount of time with Keillor 1€ 188VES

— on his show, in rehearsals, at a couple of dinners. Dave Barry
1 do know that he’s a generous host, and very smart,

amihcunbeﬁmnylsh:]]uvenwhzn)usnocondl: in awe

radio. But he's not an easy guy to get close to; as far as

can tell, he truly is the shy

person he has always c!

to be. For all the time he

spends in front of the public,
he always seems to be keep-
ing a major part of himself

hidden, inside his
ig shaggy head.

‘You get the feeling that the
real Keillor is peeking out
through the deep-set eyes of
the public Keillor, watching
ynu watching everything,

material and feed-

mg it into his astoundingly

pmliﬁc state-of-the-art
Humor Processor. I.IVEIIIIIES: Gamsm

It's always running, his flunbﬁmmday nmv he

B S S P andDavsBlrw above, rehearse for a ‘Prairie

I PLEASE SEEKEILLOR, 3E  Home Companion” show in Miami Beach,
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T
any, save for the making of ald’s theater crific.
) . . . .
What's Keillor like? A processor moving at hundreds of smiles per hour
him k I'd to the and it 1d bet-  that soars and swoops, but
D KEILLOR, FOM 1€ nhnn::kr the dlr’:aﬁ:u the ter. m‘aﬂlm:::md Il:"l?l. right on time, comes
Humor Processor. When the show, where Keillor runs it. I mean,right during  safely back to Earth, or at least
room gets quiet, which it often parts of the program the show, on live, nationally Minnesota. | watch him do this
dm‘wluu Keillor khl:'% with n::hm ey ‘dbetweak-  and — as a guy struggles
'd swear can drously talented highly musical mightily to produce
%-d:;—-— adaptive cast of actors and be performing, and he'd be tmnw::k‘—lﬁ.l:hug:
hulrd-h show — the scripts, ‘:::m‘ lheuda-dthe;: b 4
actors, &?lﬂllﬁlﬂn—&n the skits, with Keillor saying, in a totally relaxed CHARMING HOST
guests — sits and waits to see  ing some, but not much, direc- voice. things like. "OK. 1 don't After each show I've been
what the Keillor brain is going  tion. The material often had an mm&:‘m:‘m o, I've gone to dinner with
to produce, uneven, almost stream-of-con- maybe we'll ««. Keillor, in a small 's
And it always produces. It sciousness feel, some of it this.* WI;mmM
T T el Tae sy el o kit sabic i Bt e duc
sam But
lﬂluhdn.wmh: reading your lines, and you'd adjustments, and then we'd go  talk about show, what he
chunk of an hour with be thinking, What the heck out on stage, and the bit always  does, how he does it. 1 figure
stuff — skits, jokes, parody does this MEAN? turned out fine and funny, asif  be must be thinking about it
commercials, original songs, ~ When this the we'd been rehearsing it exactly  because he has another show
stories, and so on. Imagine room would fall and the that way for weeks. This goes  coming up next week, and the
%MMM ‘Humor Processor would hum. on the show: and i~ week after that, and the week
for a faithful audience that has  Sometimes we'd take a break. the Ecillor ambles out,  aiter that. It has to be on his
heard everything you've ever When we returned, there ?-\- alone, to conter stage — a man  mind. But you don’t see this:
o i times h:i::l.l rewritten, Biscayne Bivd. » i::&uwt u'i:;!- m_-” m&
“ T appear a companions.
ﬂhﬁ‘uﬂtm always funnier, often with lots .wmmmmmw :?ewwrrulll-hd- m:ﬂthm:
that pressure. 1 would be of new material, with the fun- ab aﬁnmmehmdu“n performs his politely and drifts off into the
h—-m second week.  niest lines almost always writ- avent, will have a ticket booth open 330 mmm.m night, on to the next show ...
‘ln‘l hﬂnﬂr mhrwmw to .a:ﬂﬂnwhrm Mh&hﬂwmum w—. 1
seemed to be, when | watched  We'd rehearse some more, mmwhmlmimn and sometimes strange story  things. iong of
; 1
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