News
by Hlancestry

https://www.newspapers.com/image/440657624

Citizens' Voice (Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania) -

Mon, Dec 22, 1997 -

Page 22

Downloaded on Jun 12, 2021

Monday, December 22,1997 — 22

Citizens’ Voice, Wilkes-Barre, Po

Books & Authors

Garrison Keillor spins more tales

Author/radio personality/humorist
returns with a follow-up to his best
selling novel, ‘Lake Wobegon Days’

By Jeff Baenen
Associated Press Writer

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) - Garrison Keillor eases his lanky frameinto
achair, crosses his legs and reveals — just below the pant leg where
mumenkl.: ago he had spilled “about a quart" of coffee — his trademark
red socks.

“With guys, clothing is pretty drab. And it's nice to have onelittle
flashof color, like a red-winged blackbird,” explains Keillor, who
picked up the rediock habit from a Universi ty of Minnesota pronssnr,
Mulford Q. Sibley.

“Most guys would doit witha tie. But I like a little flashof the socks,

ip. You cross your the room

comes alive.”

Whether he's wearing a tuxedo for a performance or a gray suit and
sweater for an interview in his office at Minnesota Public Radio, Keillor
hvm-s md sncks They e comlamble, folksy and somewhat quirky,
like | hometown of Lake
Wobegm l“’l‘he Gateway to Central Minnesota”).

Keil

d affabl

person, open
dunng arecent interview. Hehums in his famous sonorous voice while
waiting for a tape recorder to be set up, and when he answers ques-
tions, wiggle like hairy

Twelve years ago, Keillor hit the top of beslﬁeller lists with his book,
“‘Lake Wobegon Days," based on his popular radio show, ‘A Prairie
Home Companion.” Now he returns to his roots with a follow-up novel,
“‘Wobegon Boy.”

“Wobegon Boy" is the story of John Tollefson, a young man who

aava Minnesota for an upstate New York college There he starts a
ion and, as h b has what Keillor
calls “alittle epiphany.”

““Herealizes that his life is all too shallow and predictable and
without any real magnificence,” Keillor says. Then, he meets Alida, a
willowy (““five feet, 12 inches tall”) historian from New!-}ngland and
they become an item.

How much of the story is autobiographical?

“I'vebeen inlove. But never witha woman who s 5 feet, 12 inches
tall or a historian,” Keillor says. “And [ have never been a radio sta-
tion manager, I've never beenin management o! any kind. It's one of
the promises I made my mother that I've kept.”

For someone who gained an audlence on public radio (his showis
produced by Public byP
[ntemauonal) Keillor takes a lnt uf shots at public radio in his book,
particularly talk shows. But he ascribes the opinions to Tollefson, his
mam character.

(public as a vehicle for.
kind of political piety and political correctness and narcissism and
self-pity that, growing up in Minnesota, we were taught to avoid as if it
were poison |vy,' ' Keillor says.

But Keillor doesn’t see himself as biting the hand that feeds him.

“‘As a writer, I don't surrender my license. I'm free to write nhoul
anything um 1 wanl and torepresentmy characm as they need

v on public radio, mi I m
{-:l; tin f talkmg exceptasa
joke.”
Headds, “Public radio has been wonderful to me, and I have no com-
plaint against it."

Growing up in a conservative religious household, Keillor did not
watch television until he was in highschool, lltlmgh he did listen to
radio, His family be]onged to the: Plymwﬁa Brel.hren sect, which asso-

“Andwewerenot allowed togotomovies bmuu they glorifi
worldliness. People drank in movies. like fish. 'nwy smoked
cigarettes. They danced. And we did not do those things,” Keillor says.

Butradio was acceptable. “ldnn‘tlhlnkpeoplﬂmnkedumnchnn
radio," Keillor says, ughing,

In 1987, Kmllurq\ut"A"- H ion”
fare, Hehadmmedammxhwomln Ulla Skaerved, who was an ex-
changumd-lmhm(?luwflmuhnknlﬂgh&:hwl ‘The two got

- N

Garrison Keillor rehearses for his show

Garrison Keillor is an author, humorist and well known for his radio
show on National Public Radio ‘A Prairie Home Companion”, Twelve
years ago, Keillor hit the top of the best-seller list with his book “Lake
Wobegon Days' of which he has now wrote a sequel.

started another radio show, “American Radio Company.”

In1992 he returned to St. Paul and a year later reclaimed “A Prairie
Home Companion,”” named after a cemetery in Moorhead. The Satur-
day night show is heard by more than 2 million listeners on more than
420 public radio stations.

““This is the place for the show. ‘Thisis definitely the place, says
Keillor, whnlwesmtbest CrmewerVallzyofws Wlsconsm
More thanh, 533

the
Fllzsmld Theater in St. Pau] the rest are from tour cities across the

Tw‘huaudunmhm, youkxww lt'shardto make middle-aged
Midwestern Lutherans laugh at anything.” i
He pauses. “I'd say impossible, in fact.”
Kﬂllnrsndbeqmuhzsbcwbecanuhewu:thled,andlmmedl
ately regretted it. “ yd:mwasdnwngnn!haﬂuor Iwa;zmduemg
thncl:luwmysdhndwnhngll Itwas crazy. Ishould have sab-

But he doesn't mind the pace now, crediting his staff and his
ducer, Christine Tschida, or making the show work smm!hlym

Atss Keillor is going tobe a father again. His wife and, tim
book counbmlnr violinist Jenny Lind Nilsson, i mnehl #

A sampling of
Garrison Keillor
books/recordings
Some books and recordings
by Garrison Keillor;
BOOKS
“Happy to Be Here,"" 1952
"L- e Wobegon Days,"

“Leavl.ng Home: A Collec-
tion ol Lake Wobegon
Stories,” 1987

"Don The 'h'ue Story of a
‘oung Person,” 1987
"We Are Still Married,”

1989

‘‘WLT: ARadio
Romance,” 1991

““The Book of Guys,” 1993

‘‘Cat, You Better Come
Home," 1995

“The Old Man Who Loved
Cheese,” 1996

“The Sandy Bottom Or-
chestra,” 1996 (with Jenny

Nilsson’

“Wobegon Boy," 1097
RDINGS

“A Prairie Home Compan-
ion: The 2nd Annua] Farewell
Performance,” 1988

“More Newn From Lake
Wobegon,

“Gnrnm Ke.\llnr 's Ameri-
can Radio Campan_v The
First Season,”

“Local M:n anes to the
Wongitieca

“ e Cat,” 1991

“A Visit to Mark Twain's
House With Garrison

“The Young Lutheran’s
Guide to the Orchestra," 1993
. “A Prairie Home Com)

“A Prllrle Home Christ-
" 1995
“The Hope(ul Goapel
: Climbing Up on
Ro\lthl " 1997

“Garrison Keillor's Com-
edy Theater,” 1997

lmndﬂufmlnmwyur

Keillor qoutes , , .

Here are a selection of quoles from humorist
Garrison Keillor:

» On ha
th‘::' difficult “whl:n you're y:'nuer because
's 50 things ve dninlile

and your little fires of Amhlionmm
:butywrchlldmdmhmenhildhlhmudoﬁ

Iheddel;{wnolflnthalnrdid it of
fame and we But my pursuit of famg lnd
E:lmwer,mdwl'mmmred

MYW“P

bOnlllvlnupennm (Keillor's real first name
is Gary; he has used the pen name “Garrison"
sincehe was 13or 14):

“I'm mmiziltuw;&meaw uses them

anymore. 's to WH‘MW‘-
clear of who to

l';lf o Who you are ywrfrm and fami-

late 1965 after
Keillor tried tosettle in Denmark, but soon he had moved to New York
City and within two years of quitting “A Prairie Home Companion” had

Keillor on children, pen names, Lake Wobegon, JFK

“Llh Wobem in Minnesota, PWPIG gite
think that they grew up in Lake

Wobegon
inside the Coasts, but Lake

Wobegon is really a Minnesota town.”
-

his relationship with
"lthinklbwtlhem mynmmymmd A
lmmﬂmnbmnhm Because | know that
tmﬁnuwﬁlulmldld,’fw
- Midwesterners, and so they're secretive, And the
tomull.'l‘hoypnwll‘ullmﬁ'"
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