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gonna go — toward the radio or something
else.”
In addition to “Lake Wobegon Days,” that
met.hmg e]se has mcl\lded another
“WLT: A Radio Romance”; two volumes of
short humor pieces, “anpy to Be Here” and
“The Book of Guys”; the radio monologue col- Side

lections “Leaving Home” and “We Are Still bookstore.

Married,” and several children’s books.
l_gne project seemed headed toward television. Sev-

ot & et hased oo Daid Ingqvist,
r in Lake Wobegon who is John Tollefson’s

=Y

Keillor wrote some episodes and collaborated wi
writers at Witt-Thomas, the Los Angeles TV pmduc-
tion studio, but the network never committed to go
into production, and the idea for a series was appar-
ently lost in the shuffle when Jamie Tarses was

named head of ABC Entertainment last summer.
Editing an anthology of American comic writing
yae another recent project that went awry. Oxézrd
m

Am i
present, but according to Keillor, he and his editors
couldn’t agree on what to include.

“It’s hard to sit down across the tablé with people
and argue for your idea of what’s funny. But you can
only talk about it up to a point and then you just

can’t. So the book is on ice.”

Asked whether much first-rate humor is being writ-

Garrison
Keillor reads
from his new
book at an
Upper West .

. “I think it’s a good
a hard time

sion. The money may be good, but the price is
heavy.
“It’s a terrible mistake if you are a writer who has

youcanpmnthmdmythnumne,tbat‘swhol

Talk of contemporary humor mevlu.bly leads to
The New Yorker, the weekly that nurtured Keillor,
Calvm Trillin, Veronica Geng and such illustrious

rs as James Thurber, Robert Bench-
la_v and S. J. Perelman. But since 1992, when Tina
Brv'mmnppomtededl tor and Keillor left the staff
he has nothing but scorn for what he con-
ulders her preference for ght.z over literary excellent
e rarely reads the

Mn‘lwest. “Iwas wearing a blu:k robe and surrounded
by faculty wearing black robes and I heard a very
kind, surelywohnd,mnfromtheﬂndmhbepnrt-
mentreadaamhonahoutmesndmywork.lhnened
,to him talk about my importance and I started to

Newsday Photo / Bruce Gilbert

shrivel in my seat.” Hence the novel’s college setting
where, as numerous satirists have known, wisdom
often consorts with foolishness.

For his hero, Keillor reached back to John Tollef-
son, who was best known to radio listeners from a
‘monologue in which he was dropped off for his fresh-
mnn year of lege surrounded by well-meaning but

ing family members.

"I knew that I wanted to have a death and a wake
and a funeral in it,” Keillor continues, “which I
thought was to set the bar a little higher for a book of
comedy. To write a comic novel in your 50s is differ-
ent from whatever you might write in your 30s. To
leave death out of it T el non-
sense.”

That the sections on the death and funeral for Tol-
lefson’s father are lengthy and central to the story
raises the question of whether Keillor has written a

disguised version of the death of his own father. But,
no, the author reports that his father, John Keillor, a
retired railway mail clerk and carpenter, is still alive
at 84.

John Tollefson finally quits his job at the radio sta-
tion when he is faced with a frivolous sexual harass-
ment suit and the college president is about to change
the station to a politically correct talk-radio format.
Throughout the book, Keillor makes fun of both talk
radio and the culture of vi
“I saw a poster on the bridge at the University of
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