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Dive into Lake Wobegon tale

Garrison Keillor spins
story of Minnesota life
with humor, sadness in his
latest book, ‘Wobegon Boy’

Being from Iowa, I didn't
really get all this Garrison
Keillor stuff.

I'hadn't read “Lake Wobe-
gon Days,” or anything else
Keillor has written for that
matter. Furthermore, 1 had
only listened to two or three
snlppeh of his radio ilww

“Prairie Home Companion,”
and more or less found listen-

can spin a pretty
good yarn, but never really
knows when to shut up,

So, as time went on I put

"uwha!worhbﬁnbamdm

npmrhgflmltﬂh}ynd
and very, very real.
Tollefson loses his invest-
‘ment dream of a lifetime, is
nnhedmdhnndlomn—
Agement job by thefoeces of
COITECtness,

dysflmmom]flmﬂy
can't get the woman he adores
mmrylnmlndhuhh!up
and dies on him.
And, narurally, it has a
happy ending.

Keillor in the sam: xﬂ'ﬂﬂdﬂnﬂs in the m:uﬂ
cauury ~as other s
things Minnesotan: ~ [Bogi e 1ast 100 pages fly
“You bemh." ::;!; Review by. There were sub-
duhes. ice hshmg, ‘marched side by side
hockey and “Fargo1 _ JOMM  with scenes tha easi-
figured you didnt Vlolene Iy could be fitin a
have to be from Min- Three Sm movie.
nesota to appreciate  TINES STAFF But little by little,
them, but it sure Tollefson's problems
Bepe el ikea Mimesxa
But suddenly, after reading WIfer I Spring, and even
Keillor's latest, “Wobegon mh‘:kss that happen to
," 1 get it. Pass me the i out ina Wobegon

puck. Bring on the hotdish.
You betcha.

the coop for adventures in
upstate New York, and later in
Tollefson

life wax and wane, and muses
unhappily about growing
older, sadder and not any
‘Wiser.

for the
r.huﬂm?Spa,gu,mwhld:
Keillor sets the scene, are no
better than an OK read. But
once is
home to fictional Lake Wobe-
gon, and especially his second
trip home to attend his
!mieﬁ funeral, the book

ent he allows him a bit
of a fish-out-of-water experi-
ence. Then he's able to return
home with a new and fresh
p!rqu:nu on his hl'z, and
other’s lives. That, in the end,

about Bolle Balestrand and
‘the Balestrand stuff is distract-
ingand slows down the pace.
Talso could have done with-
out Keillor's apparent, n?rl
rath

er surprising, rancor for
public radio and radio ralk
shows.

By far the best of the baok
— both the funniest and the

Once you get the hang of
Keillor's it again seems
as if you're at the elbow of a
time you're hanging on every
word.

Keillor, it's said, doesn't par-
ticularly like crowds, public
or interviews with
G e vk
up
write another chapter in the
life of John Tollefson.

WOBEGON BOY

Garrison Keillor's “Wobegon Boy.”

Minnesota llvmg through Keillor's watdlful eye

“Wiobegon people are
not somuch funto be with |
necessarily, you know.
Not the warmest pecple
you'd ever hope to meet.

times we Just nod. Wa

aren't all that keen about Kelllor

scholarship; we beliave N'WESU"A
iumg

winter. Winter is what we talk about. We
thrive in winter. Pain s satisfying to us."
*e
Florian watched. He said: “There was a
couple in Sauk Center who wrote a bad
chack for plane tickets to Florda, and when

Central Minnesota is Lake

Tell us your stories about
winter, wacky relatives and the

Living through all Minnesota
has to offers entiies us to fed sto-
ies, 50 don't be shy. Thanksgiv-
Ing get-togethers may provide
the ideal opportunity to gather

‘got back home they put them bath in jai
and their children were put into foster
homes.”

'Notahﬂrﬂ said Carl. “Free tip and
then free chid care.

*e

“Your dad tried fo get that started,” said
Clarence, “but in this town it takes years. I'l
mever forget when he and | were both on the
council and | was speaking up for ... | don't
lnow what — tennis courts or something —
and | said, Either tt

Al stories should be sent to
W!Imﬂ-ﬂwuﬂl

net.oom.

For mare information, call
Laura Cook at 255-8764 or
John Molene at 255-8766.

and whispered, ‘| wouldn't offer these people
& choioa fike that.”

e

“Make yoursalf useful, Mind your man-
ners, and above all, Don't feel somy for your-
sel. In Minnesota, you leam 1o avoid seff-piy
as ff it were poison vy in the woods. Winter is
not a parsonal expenence; everyona eiseis as.
cold as you are; 50 don't complain about it
100 much. Even f your cinnamon toast gets
peed on. It could be worse.”

elsa it moves backward," and he leaned over

Excerpts from Wobagon Boy"

@ Wobegon people are not ... the warmest peaple you'd ever hope to meet. An embrace is rather intimate for us.

FROM GARRISON KELLOR'S.
“WOBEGON BOY"
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