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LIS NS AN

W Big-city ways may have
spoiled Garson Keillor's
small-lown charms.

By James S. Howard
The Freano Bee

N war the end of Garrison Keil-

lor's new novel, one of the char-
netors goes into n Barnes & No-
bile to spy on his girlfriend’s new book.
As he skulked around the stacks to see
il anyone would buy it, he gradually
reilized that & number of people were
doing the same thing
The store was (illed with small-time
authors waiting around to see how
public reacted to their baoks.
t s » wonderful image and classic
Keillor
Unfortunately, there aren't too
many great
scenes ‘Iake that

Spiit personality. Like the novel's main

in 0
| WOBEGON BOY Bay.” Telling
‘ Garrison Keillor | the story of
lking, 305 pages, | John Tollelson,
| $24.95 | the son of By-
L — ron and Mary
Tollefson of

Lake Wobegon, Minn., the novel has a
few nice moments in an otherwise un-
interesting story

Like Keillor himself, Tollefson is
split between the high life of New York

Keillor seems spit
between the high life of New York and
the quiet life of Minnesota

und the quiet life of Minnesota. He
finds surprising success at a public ra-
dio station in a college filled with the
“ncademically challenged children of fi-
nancially gifted parents.”

He finds true love with a beautiful
historian who won't marry him. He

even finds o nice house at a good price.

What he doesn't find is peace of
mind. His stern Lutheran upbringing
won't let him be happy.

As Keillor lets the story unfold, the
reader can almost hear his deep and
melodic voice telling the tale. In five-
minute segments for his radio show,
“A Prairie Home Companion,” those
quiet and gentle stories charmed audi-
ences and made Keillor a star.

A patronizing view

But after an hour or so of reading,
with the Keillor volce coming through,
even the hardiest Wobegon fan will
need a break.

The book is engaging for the first
fow chapters, but when the story shifts
from the East Coast to the upper Mid-
west, something goes wrong. Perhaps
Tollefson/Keillor have been away from
home too long. Maybe their big-city
ways have spoiled them for small-town
charm,

Whatever the cause, the book takes a
patronizing view of Wobegon ways.

Instead of an enviable example of &
simpler life, Lake Wobegon has become
a mere curiosity

The women are still strong, the men
are still good looking and the children
are all above average, but Take Wobe-
gon just isn't the same
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‘Wobegon Boy’ proves you can’t go home again
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Without a praine. The novel lacks the gentle stories

Keillor toid on A Prairie Home Companion
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