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Humorist Garrison Keillor talks about guy stuff

By Rob Hisasen
Baltimors Sun

arrison Keillor called

back from a Kentucky

hotel. Eastern Standard
Time. *1 think.” Keillor wasn't
perfectly sure of his where
abouts but was perfectly pre-
pared to address the state of guy-

“Gups e keuglng a preoarh
ous balance. They are doing the
best they can and staying within
the lines that have been drawn
for them,” Keillor says. “We
have allowed ourselves to be dis-
ciplined. Men are meant to be
bold and foolish,"

Men are meant 1o hit the ruud
Keillor is touring wit “Stary
Guys,” In which he sings, u-l.ls
tales and reads selected chunks
from “The Book of Guys"
(Viking, $22). The story line of
his book and 17-city November
tour s that males — “one of the
world’s great genders” — are in
trouble.

Just like his old radio show

To complete the circle, Keillor
this year ditched the name and
again calls his show “A Prairie
Home Companion,”

“Garrison is a master of inter-
preting people,” says Bill Kling,
president of anesuln Public

panion” Kling Is
a !ﬂnmm [rlenu and boss of
Kelllar's

“He mmnrslands people’s
faults and foibles, and he can
play that back to the average
person in a way that they recog-
nize and find very funny,” Kling
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“Men have been inhibited. They
need to get together,” says Keil
lor, public radio’s marquee play-
er.

Garrison, Is this you? Is this
the smooth-talking curator of
Lake Wobegon or a graduate of
the Robert Bly School of Bond-
ing Warrior Woodsmen?

*1 do believe in what I'm say-
ing, but the purpose is to make

o ot e S A - S I rov r r

people weak and dizzy with | [T RS E s + i?ns?aﬁ?%?egr?;%g%lm
Ra

mmeu!ﬁ Married" VACUUWBLOWER £ hap-vec'] Thru Qur

dbemon.” Payless Cashways

T 1o v e ok B Project Card.

men — or at least they are

supremely more qualified to lead
an adult life. They should go
ahead and take over the world so
“guys can pursue their destiny
s adventurers, lovers, humor
ists, and backup singers,” writes
Keillor,

HE WRITES. He sings. He has
a deep voice. The 51-year-old sto-
ryteller has these cavernous
pauses hetween sentences as he
rolls out the red carpet of a sto

for 44 weeks.

For 13 years, Keillor broadcast
Minnesota-based “A Prairie
Home Companion,”

But in 1987, he stopped hosting
the show. A newspaper had pub-
lished a picture and address of
his St. Paul home, and this
becalming performer got
steamed and left. He spent a year
in Copenhagen with his bride.

Public radio and the public left = $ Wireless, s e
a light on for him Wirﬂ Elrmmn Winﬂ [Keyless Entry [ =
A homesick Keillor returned Guunf 1 1 2 Hp mnm( Protector System now standard on avery [=

and settled in New York. In 1988,
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says.

Listening to Garrison Keillor
on the phone is no match for
listening to him on FM radio.

For one thing, the telephone
has feeble fdelity. Its itty-bitty
microphane chops Kelllor's deep
resonance off at the knees. Still
hh uleplmn! voice sounds like

of thres male voices har-
mtmluusly wrapped into one.

While we had him on the
phone, we talked about humer
and guy stuff:

Is there a difference between
comedy and humor?

“I have never been clear on

nnl clear on,

“1 think uf comedy as being
wit, and wit is a kind of manipu-
lation using language. It's a sort
of a show you go to and laugh
yourself sick and then can't
remember any of it. Whereas, |
try to give people something
they might remember and take
away.”

Mmululnn]:mpim
ke grammar.

AREN'T there more
commercially successful humor-
ists?

“Because they're unnee
Most peaple do it for ;uumvlm

and listen. People are richly

Innny Most people feel they can-
not sing; there are very few
Americans who would admit to
having no sense of humor.”

Al‘!Wll!ll:l(ﬂflh!wmd ‘sen-
sitive™?

“1 don't like the word. I don’t
know what it means.”

meen are teeing off on guys

these days..

“Women's ndlcuimi of men
hll bum n:h and deep .
are extremely
nmny on me subject of men.

“I don't think guys can sur
vive the loss of humor — that is
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the deepest cut of all. 1 think
that there are joke police oup
there, trying to make us 'bahl-l
in a certain way, write in a cer-,
tain way .

“If we allow ourselves to fit
some mold then we will no lon-
ger be able to hold the attention
of our women friends.”

This would be a bad thing
right?

Yes, Kelllor says
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program called “The American
Radio Company which was
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