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Garrison Keillor talks about his newspaper career

“An editor once told me the difference be-
tween reporting and writing is like the dif-
ference berween hockey and figure skating, that
in hockey there was a point to it. He wanfed a
) r. I like to cut figures myselfl"" -
Garrison Keillor, the Bard of Lake Wobegon

The way 1 see if, anyone who can keep some
300 newspaper managing editors from all sce-
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panion of public radio fame, keep
quiet, he wirutally had them entranced at the
restored World Theater in 1. Paul, Minn.
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The author and entertainer has had his
problems with newspapers, particuarly the
Pioneer Press. Editors at the Press decided
they wanted to do an in-depth series on
Keillor, but he would have none of it. His
private life, he said, is just that, private.

He said he was hired as a reporter to fill a
wrary position and to this day doesn't
w if he was fired after six months or if it
was i lemporal

Newspaper reporters discover, usually very
carly in their c s, that they have (o ask some
potentially embarrassing or disturbing questions
when they are working on a story.

“l was an abysmal new
nu\ll["\ of profound cowardice

*The though y
ing them questions that they might not want 1o
answer was deeply terrifying. And the thought
of asking them face-to-face was simply im-

per reporter on
Mlor sasd.

possible.”

He was, as a resull, usually assigned
obituaries and weather storics, which, be said,
he did “with a great deal of flourisl

But Keillor, nevertheless, has at least one
warm memoary of his brief newspaper career.

**I was a terrible reporter,” he said. **My on-
ly real interest in newspaper waork, [ discovered
in six months, was the chance to stay up late at
night, and the chance to hang around with old
reporters and try o smoke cigarettes and drink
whiskey as expertly as they did."
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Thanks 1o his failure as a newspaper
reporier, lor now believes hie knows more
about newspapers than he does about radio
despite the fact he's hcmi on hundreds of

=

His failure as a newspaper reporter, he be-
lieves, led to him making an excellent living
in radio and as an author.

Keillor has mellowed considerably in his
opinions aboul newspaper people over the
years (he was a reporter in 1963). At one time
between 1963 and this year he described
Jjournalists as o “class so richly despised that

f a plancload of them crashed in fMames,
st people would smile from pure reflex.””

Now, however, Keillor has an affection for
newspapers and newspaper writers,

The University of Minnesota graduate ad-
vised editors not to give sermons and not to
worry very much about editorials.

He likes storbes, the types of human inter-
est stories that are in newspapers every day
in depth but are treated on television and
radio in minutes or seconds, ifat all.

Keillor talked about three stories that were in
the St. Paul paper one particular day an
they made him think about what would hay
next 1o the people involved.

He chided The New York Times for ru
a 4,000-word story on politics in Kenys
After he read it, he said, he couldn’t recall one
fact that was in the story

He's at his best when he talks ah
«childhood days as a member of a strict Ch
family that included five brothers and
his high school and college days, and the com
mon people of the rugged northern Midwestern
United States.

Keillor is also the author of several best-seller
books,

*‘He’s a genius," said an editor from Dallas,
Texas, who was seated next 1o

I agree, It was a tremen
and thrilling evening.

isly entertaining
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