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It’s too soon to tell if success has spoiled Garrison Keillor

By Dennis McDougal
Low Aageias Times

CLARIJWICINT Calif. = The news

r-mmun.
R!elnrd Brautigan
“and Si ity — na-
s that

‘were packaged and
sold st premium
prices for a time

jgrocery stores,
He was a hit at the
Claremont Colleges, 36 miles east of Los
Au!lu. durmg & November visit — to
nobody's

ldel.Inr'l -nﬂ core satire of Midwest.
ern morality was not & big enough drawing

Keillor

ﬂrd then there was the added attraction
v‘glh:llnn and the stunning guitar
t Atkins.

mrk

But it seemed clear from the beginning

of Keillor's mwluu wmon of “A Prairie

show that

the 5,000 who paid 'l?w.lddwldldw

o soo the nmlmr of the hwnlllu “Lake

Wal " and Nov. 4 cover boy of

Time mzine which Nlhd him .
bard of heartland h

shoes,

gh'“. in jeans and biack tennis shoes. His

1y Person persona worked for the ador-
ing entertainment press, just as it does out
on stage. When reporters sought to know
whether success had he 43-year
old humaorist after 11 years of weekly live
broadeasts of “A Prairie Home Compan-
lon,” Keillor went into

Dave Barry, 1G

The one paint that seems clear is
that Garrison Keillor has finally
moved from cult hero status to a
briel turn in the national spotlight
Whether he can parlay homespun hu-
mor into Will Rogers immortality or
may eventually shrink back into a
genuine shyness is open to question

illo
expression has his rubbery face could
muster.

But when the guestions became per-
sonal and pointed, the Shy and, perhaps,
Angry Personn became real. Asked about
 Minnesota flap over Keillor's relatively
large public radio salary (§171,000 for
1884) ar his new romance with a former
high school sweetheart, Keillor turned
stony.

“There are some uutlm:- that
shouldn't be answered,”

He did not mind sl.-bumln‘ oft
new love and how he met her at n 25th
high school reunion. He even talked it up
on stage at the concert.

But he would say nothing about the
ex-producer of his show who had alse been
his roommate for several years.

‘When the line of questioning returned
to the absurd, Keillor was back on safe

g
“Is it true you're buying CBS?" ane
reporter-tumed straight man wanted to

W,

“1 believe I can, yes, They're slow to
lnlmwl:dﬂ it on a'nh Street,” Keillor
repl

“wmn will you do when the book stops
selling?”

“When the book is a dead item, we
plan to use 250,000 unsold copies to insu-
late the World Theater in 81. Paul (where
his program is home based).”

Has success spoiled Garrison Keillor?
Too early to tel

He still knits his brow and squishes his

rosehud mouth into s wet, ulf‘mmclmuh

anything but analysis

The one point that seems clear is that
Garrison Keillor has finally moved from
cult hero status to a brief turn in the
national spotlight. Whether he can parlay
homespun humor into Will Rogers immor-
tality or may eventually shrink back into a
genuine shyness is open to question — the
kind he doesn't believe ought to be
answered.

In the meantime, he is making the
moat of it

With 825,000 copies alrendy in print,

“Lake Wobegon Days™ ($17.95) just w'ul
inta its 13th printing. Lake Wobegon

venir sweat shirts are now availabl I'ur
$18.50 apiece from a 32-page mail-order
catalog replete with “A P Hom
Companion™ products. And the shy Min-
nesolan sell is reportedly negotiating
a screenplay with those very same good-
skin-toned Burbank folk he takes such
glee in lamposning
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