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By MICHAEL KILGORE
Assistant Features Editor
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Keillor

« From Page 1D

Each story Is just & vehicle, he
nas said, and the point is not the
ride, bul what you see outside; that's
Ihe listener’s responsibility.

Sometimes the stories end with
bomilies, but n his voice they some-
now sound not insincere, not maud-
lin, but right. T

In one classic monologue pre-
served on cassette, Kelllor plays his
audience members like 8 master,
manipulating thelr emotions, taking
them up and down with each sen-
tence. It ends with a young boy figur-
ing out that having his injured father
finally home for Christmas is whal's
really important, not getting a model
train set. Ii's not that the lesson is
unusual or hard; It's what you see on
the way.

“Of course they all realized he
was the real gift. He was the gift ...
Christmas was what was in that

of the other things that he thought
were Chrisimas were not really.

N

Garrison Keillor, host of “A Prairle Home Companion'

Christmas was in that house. and as
long as they were all there together
that would be all that they would
need.”

But Lake Wobegon is a way to barn backdroj
promote & gentler way of life. “One Stage

of the themes of the stories is the

theme of small pleasures,” he told.

The New York Times. “And one
thing I've tried to give myself over to
in the course of telling these stories
Is to stand in praise of common and
modest things. And that reaily is at
the heart of Lake Wobegon — the

about and look to Keillor as a sort of

ed.
His stories are simple, but not

simplistic. (He has, after all, also
written for the New Yorker.)
“If | strive for anyihing In my

vious that he likes them.

He sald he had learned from
others that comedy must have a
moral basis.

“When | first started writing sat-
ire, putting the coals to the feet of
my relatives who grew up on the
farm and my friends in the Sancti-
fled Brethren, | realized I didn't
have this,” Kelllor sald.

But now that he does, it doesn't

mean he doesn't still make fun of
them.

For example, he said in Miami,
his family believed that the Second
Coming was — here he put his left
hand up, his fingers spread like a

during a heated sermon

with his impure thoughts, he said, he
from the certaln fate thal awaited
him.

“1 thought sometimes ... I should
get out of the car and let my family
cross the railroad tracks without me
so0 they could live." He squinted,
puckered his lips and cocked his
head 1o one side. “But [ didn't do It.”
Pause. “1 didn't do it.”

And he sald one section in the
book, a young man's 85 complaints
&gainst the town and his family, had
led to some discussion.

"My mother, father and I had &
conversation about (it) ..." he said,
“They didn't like 'em much. Can't
blame 'em ...

Later, he added, “I say a lot of
things on my show that I mean for
my family that 1 would be unable to

tell them looking at them from four
feet away."

The cover of Time, an adoring
audience and hours of book signing
don’l mean you're a celebrity 1o

And after his triumphant evening
in Miami, a chance encounter
showed how nearsighted fate can be.

Shortly before 2 a.m. in & Holl-
day Inn bar, as Kelllor autographed
still more copies of “Lake Wobégon
Days,” a barmald asked him: “Are
you & writer?”

“ * he replied honest-

ly.

“Is that your book? Keillor
looked at It with wide eyes as If he'd
never seen it before. “Oh my God, it
is. It has my name on it"

That's the news from Lake Wobe-
gon this week, where all the women
are strong. all the men are good-
looking and all the children are
above average.

“A Prairie Home Companion"
airs live on WUSF (89.7 FM) from
6-8 p.m. Saturdays and repeats on
Sundays at the same time.

By Garrison Keillor

Excerpt from ‘Storm Home'

“.. They said you put your tongue on that
pump handle and it'll stick there and they'll
have to pull you off and it could rip your whole
tongue right out of your mouth. Otherwise,
they'd have to leave you there "til spring. Put a
tent up over you. Of course, you wouldn't be
able to eat or anything ... and you know how it
is when you're a little kid. You believe that
danger and evil have a power over you to lure
you towards them. And to draw you in. And we
were afraid if we went back there, maybe that
pump handle'd talk to us and focus in on us and
it'd say: ‘Hey kid, c'mere. Stick your tongue
out.’ Suddenly, the pump handle'd start to look
like a long licorice whip there. Suddenly we'd
feel very tired. We'd walk towards it. Put out
tongues on it. The last words we'd say in this
life would be: wo-agh, wo-agh. We'd never be
able to talk again, only be able to hum ..”

¥ 1983 Minnesota. Public Radio

e

POWERED BY ™

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. News



	1.pdf (p.1)
	8511019_The_Tampa_Tribune_Fri__Nov_8__1985_.pdf (p.2)

