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Garrison Keillor puts shyness aside to promote new book

By BOB MINZESHEIMER
Gannett News Service

WASHINGTON — To reach
the top of the besiseller
Garrison Keillor assumed
writer needed “‘an angle,’
something like “'sexual de-
viance among the wealthy and
famous "

But without the faintest trace
of an angle, Keillor's new book,
“Lake Wobegon Days," is No
1 on the national fiction best-
seller list for the second con-
seculive week. 1l replaced
“'Lucky,’" Jackie Collins
trashy sex and power

“Lake begon Days™ has &
hint of sex, not much power,
but a lot of love. It's the mean-
dering social history of a small
town. Booksellers classify it as
fiction, duc to the fact Lake
Wobegon | woe-be-gone) is nol
any map. But Keillor
Maps are not the last
v on the world. ... After
all, not everything that's real is
on paper.

Lake Wobegon 15 real enough
to the 2. million listeners of
Keillor's Saturday night public
radio show, A Prairic Home
Companion,” where for 11
yvears he has been telling
stories aboul the town he calls
‘the gateway to Central
Minnesota.”

These days Keillor ( Keel-or)
far from Lake Wobegon and
Night-of-Rest Motel and
Bait Shop. On a 13-city publici-
ty tour, i:» is s
big-city hotels, gi
four interviews a
ing about Jackie C

"You see, she w
that nobody would give to an-
other person as a gift. You'd
never give Jackie Collins to

Lake Wobegon Days’
was written fo put in
the historical parts that
you could never do on

the Midwest in the
18305 'were great letter
writers and journal
keepers, even some
poets. They had so
much fun recording
their i ions and
attitudes, that fiction
never occurred to
them.”

your aunt, or to your uncle e
ther, or to any of your cousins
because of what's inside and
also what's outside.

“The lurid book cover has
dust on it which, if you even
touch it, will siay on your fin-

ertips. Your lm[rr! will be

lue for years. It's made from
PCBs, | lleve

All this has been said with
the straightest of faces, but
that line about the PCBs is toa
much even for Keillor. He
bursts into a rare laugh

But Keillor can be serious as
well Speaking of Collin
says, “ber book is basically
asexual. If read seriously by
too many people, it would turn
us all toward celibacy. The act

= of making love has never been

much of a problem. It's what
comes before and after.”
Keillor turned to radio be-
cause he couldn’t earn enough
money as a writer, then gradu

Garrison Keillor, host of ‘A Prairie Home Companion’

ally built up a national radio
sudience that has rushed out to
buy his book, Three weeks
alter it was published, it's in its
seventh printing, up lo 500,000
copies

“Lake Wobegon Days™ was
written to ““put in the historical
parts that you could never do
on radio," Keillor says. The
people who moved to the Mid-

west in the 18308 “were great

letter writers and journal keep- do

ers, even some poets. They had
50 much fun recording their
impressions and attitudes, that
fiction never occurred to
them.,

Keillor's book may be the
first novel with footnoles, a de-
vice he recommends (o other
novelists for “‘the stuff that

doesn't quite fit, bul that you
n't want to get rid of
1mqu!v

He is 42, 6-{oot-4. has an owl-
ish face, bushy eyebrows and
likes to wear suspenders and
red socks. He's been making
up stories ever since he tried ta
impress a big-city girl when he
was 13, and has been writing
nearly as long

He grew up in Anoka, a small
town on its way to becoming a
suburb of Minneapolis. His
parents belonged to the Ply
mouth Brethren, a tiny fun
damentalist sect that prohibit
ed “dancing, drinking, card
playing. liberal education and
too-friendly association with
nonbelievers " His book de
scribes the Sanctified Brethren
which, he admits, are exag
gerated “for humor’'s sake "

“The crucial part of the de
scription is not the jokes |
make al their expense about
household items with seripture
verses on them, or their divisi
veness over tiny points of
scriplure doctrine. The crucial

int about the Brethren is the
eeling we had with each other
of great unspoken love.'

Keillor, wi : once wrote an
essay called "Shy Rights: Why
Not Pretty Soon®"', remains an
arch-defender of the rigl
shy people. When he started on
his book promation tour, he
says he was laken off the mail
ing list of the Shy Rights Move.
ment, but 1 doubt if I've got
ten over my shyness. As you
grow up you learn 1o Lake risks
and | look upon this as a won
derful risk.”

He doesn’t expect to slay
atop the bestseller list long, not
with James Michener’s block
buster "“Texas" coming out

on

“*He will sell a million copies
in Texas alone,” Keillor says
‘It makes me wish 1 was born
in a more populous stale. Sales
of that book will delete forest
reserves for decades. At night
you Il hear the rumble of
trucks and you'll know the Mi
chener book is coming.'"
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