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Radio ruling
Rights dispute ends with
cancellation of ‘Prairie’

By Elise Gibson
Sttt

Austin fans of A Prairie Home
Companion, the Saturday evening
radio variety show hosted by Gar-
rison Keillor, have heard the last
installment of the news from Lake
Wobegon. Because of a broadcast
rights dispute with the show's pro-
ducers and distributors, the show
was canceled this week on Austin

‘1 expect there will be a
disappointed audience
out there. I think it
would be appropriate for
people who are
disappointed in MPR to
write to them and

public radio station KUT-FM. % e
The cancellation ends a contract ©XPress their thoughts.
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carriage fee for A
the Southern Ed
Prairie Home Campfuulaa by 50 Association, 15 public ra-

"It would completely change our
Saturday night line-up, which
we've found to be very successful.”
Siedo said. The Saturday schedule
includes Folkwaysfrom 5a.m.to |
p.m., opera from 15 p.m., All
Things Considered from 5-6 p.m.,
Twine Time from 68 p.m., fol-
lowed by PHC.

Also al issue is KUT's desire to
defend local scheduling flexibility
and ti local-

Alaska, five stations
in Virginia, and other individual
stations.

Of 66 public radio stations that

decided to drop the show, said
Rhoda manager of Ameri-
«can Public Radio in Minnesota. Ex-

grams be broadcast before
down on the Saturday sabbath day.

The timing of American Public
Radio’s broadcast requirement for
A Prairie Home Companion is
tied to the upcoming release of
host Garrison Keillor's

new book,
Lake Wobegon Days, said Rhoda
Marx, manager of American Pub-
lic Radio in Minnesota. The net-
work is anticipating significant
national media attention surround-
ing Keillor's book, Marx said,
which, in turn, could provide na-
tional exposure for the show.
“We want the national press to
be able to say that the show is car-
ried on local public radio stations
no later than 6 p.m.,"” Marx sald.

“What's very important to Garri-
son Is that people hear his show.
Unless we do something to build
our audience, there would be very
little reason for Garrison Keillor to
stay with public radio,” Marx said.
“Surveys show that every station
that has moved the show to an ear-
lier time has broadened its aud-
ience.”

Donna Endres, advertising man-
ager of Whole Earth Provision Co.,
which underwrites A Prairie
Home Companion on KUT, said
she hasn't given up hope that some

ly produced shows, such as Twine
Time, said Betsy Pilkington, devel-
opment director at KUT.

“It's local programming that is
so often what people like about
KUT,” she said. “And to have
someone at Minnesota Public Ra-
dio (which produces A Prairie
Home Companion) try to program
our Saturday nights just isn't fair.”

KUT is not alone in objecting to
the new requirements, Its written

that
America, 27 member

will be reached.

“1 expect there will be a disap-
pointed audience out there,” she
said. "I think it would be appropri-
ate for people who are disappoint-
ed in MPR to write to them and
express their thoughts.”

Local fans with good radios or
cable television won't have to do
without their weekly k
Biscuit fix, though. A Prairie
Home Companion is carried from
5 to 7 p.m. on KNCT-FM (81.3) in
Killeen. For those whose radios
won't pull in KNCT, the signal is
carried on Austin CableVision's
stereo FM service.
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