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peen. ViEWPOINES

Public radio offers
a remarkable show

The witer [t amoaciate editor ol Tha bes
BrW. L MCSWAIN

HERE 15 A VILLAGE, an imagi-
mrx place in America’s heart
lan, s one

, that started out
man's vision and h
place for a very lar,
The place exists any
everywhere. 1t has schools, churches
and stores. people you recognize, who
have real problems
Things that happen in this place are
mostly amusing At | they |Hu||r|lr
the human conditi
story will be so sad you brush your ryﬂ
Every Saturday alternoon this pl
comes allve, magically, in homes
over America. Even the medium is nos.
talgie. It is radio
adio? Who listens to radio” Except
for the news, or & game, or the weather
L teen-agers

e Thirties. course,
radios are on nll du tme, playing music
in the background, while we work or
relax, or drive our cars, bul who actual-

Iy sits down at home to listen?
Radio as & dramatic medium,
instument
ago. It was done inby
But millions do listen to radio on Sa-
y afternoons,

program they tune in, and stay with for
the whole 120 minutes, Is “A Prairie
Home Companion.” People go out of
their way to avoid late afternoon con
fMicts, plan weekends, so they will
befree to listen.

It comes to us live, from the World
Theater in downtown St. Paul, Minneso-
ta. And it's wonderful

The magician is Garrison Keillor, a
tormer radio announcer in Minneapolis
All these years. he has been writing lit-

" en

writing about this place of his sou! he

town where he grew up — and which he

;IIII (with a twist of humor) Lake
n

On this radio show. A Prairie Home
Companion, * he tells these little stories
He tells one the lirst hour, another the
second hour. Often he starts out with
“Well, it's been a quiet week inmy little
home town. nd then constructs a
vision of America as it always was and
ﬂnyl will be, an America that |s not
and last and violent and immor
u\ beset by joblessness and, for some,
hopelessness, but an America like we
always knew it was, peaceful and warm
with shared humanity

There Is Father Emil and his church,
Our Lady of Perpetual Responsibility
There is Bertha, who owns a shop called
The Kitty Boutique, and who is a regu.
lar pretend advertiser. There is the

Sidetrack Tap. where the ald boys sit
around and pasy_the time. There i

cooking real
the nl?#n-
house trail
south with him on his wi

There is the Fearmonger's Shop, which
sells all sorts of things for insecure

P“l": No. 1 “advertiser is Powdermilk
a product that has been devel
opm on the show to such a point that &
real product, if one were produced by
this name, would enjoy enormous and
instant sales.
Keillor's slogans and jingles are not
offensive, as much of commercial ra
dio's are. They are, in fact. part of the

Joy
One of Garrison Keillor's on going
themes has (o do with “shy persons
and he prolesses 1o be very shy himsell
even though he is out there on the sta 1
-nt l.ﬂer tni and on tour around

r enormous luﬂuru
!In definition nt what makes & shy
son s inclusive. W hnluulmmﬂ
he expre that the world Is
too much to cope with at times. Kel Ilm
finds this raw nerve and gives it gentle
un

ot all the long program s about
Lake Wobegon, not a1 all. The mythic

‘Prairie Home Campenian’ h

village gets only 16 minutes or 4o The
rest of A Prairie Home Companion s
lively music and patter, with » r

Garrison Kelllor os

roup on hand. the Butch Thompson
§rn- The music is the kind you seldom
hear on radio Th ha of the

l.un.im Opry befure it got slick There
M

Bowes Amaten

almost too good ta be true. I lact
shy person comes Lo lear it will mot
last, that it is ton good, too unspoiled o
survive

¥ may be insecurs aboul
it continuing, and so they b
even one episode of “A Prairie Home
Companion

.. .but it appears to be lost for central Valley hsfeners

Unless there is & change of heart, and
soon, there will be no “Prairie Home
Companion” in the central San Joaquin
Valley, except for those who still have

op antennas powerful enough to get
San Francisco, or unless It is picked up
on a cable. The Stockton station, at the
University of the Pacific, has cancelled
the show effective the end of this month

Three other FM stations in this area
carry A Prairie Home Companion
each Saturday frométo § p m. Theyare
KQED, San Franeisco, 885, KXTR
Sacramento, 80.7; and KVPR, Fresno,
80.). Two stations broadcast the pro-
gram at 3 p.m. They are KUOP, Stock
ton, 81.3; and KALW. Berkeley §1 7

Cablecom of Modesto carries the
Stockton siation. The manager, Bob
Versace, was not aware KUOP had
cancelled the show, and said he was not
familiar with it or with its following, but
would consider adding a public radio
ffiliate to the cable there were
enough demand from subscribers

For KUOP Manager Richard Terry, it
a very diff decision’ o make
The decision w ched by the seven
professional members of the station
staff and himsell. because it will coit
more, “‘but it has sl bacome & matter
of ethics in the public broadcasting
communi

Terry's cancellation followed that of
KSOR in land, Oregon. for basically
the same reasons

e, however, 123 radio stations
inthe United States that will continue to
carry the show because they remain
m-mbou of American Public Hadio
new consortium
wan nr.m;«s prov ative
source of programming In addition
National Public Radio, which is the
public-funded backbone of pubilic radic
APR was arganized in March by four
ublic radio stations, inc
GFB in San Francisco and KU
ngeles, and Minnesot
Mdlc which produces
Home Companion *
The APR consartium offers 38 pro

only io their alfi
ar, they have tald alfil)
ate stations they must help pay the
costs

Por Stockton's KUOP o continue in
APR. it would have 1o pay an 1800 anny
al fee plus $20 per k lor
jon," and Man.
feels that is tow much
facilities for the Minn
e develo

tion for Public Broadeasting, he m.
ains It in mot right that
additionally And he ohject
membershy fee out
management of APR

[

da Marx, director of m
for APR in Minneapalie, hope
will return to the fold. She she
regrets KUOP's many listeners will be
the victims of “some some perceived
politica” and will not get to hear the
other vide "

non-profit stations, she ted out. and
the fees merely affset production casts

A Prairie Home Com she
naid, has very high e wtil
not fully offast. The n lor
Public Broadcasting. she continued

endorses the APR concept and she 1a)
CHP President Edward Plist
welcomed APR's diversity in pr

1o the

quin Valley

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

Newsapers”



