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Small towns, simpler times stuff
of ‘Prairie Home Companlon

B) mwl Fiske

ST. PAUL, Minn - It was Saturday afternooa, several hours
before “A Prairie Home Companion™ was to go on the air, and
Garrison Keillor was lounging with 20 Ol Oakland A's cap pulled
b\' over his forehead and thinking out Iﬂzlﬁ for

mm::um.nmmumu on their wa-
which is the way be says mos!

need for the ook
m his cigarette, and the focus of his eyes slipped even
into the distance. and after a few moments he reported
with a sense of satisfaction, “'I think I'll do It through gullt
That evening, as he slood before the studio audience holding
the microphone with both hands and back and forth Io
the rhythm of his own words, It was clear Kelllor had solved

ervhlan

“11 1 were Lo ask vou about your cat’s bed,” he said with a tone
of mildly affected urgency, “a lot of you would just have Lo hang
E‘ our heads In shame and say, ‘Well, gosh, our cat doesn't exactly
vubu Our cat Just sort of sleeps on our bed or on a couch

chnuml on about how beds are “‘one of the most basic of

it's time you
plcked up a little
beds, know

all creature comforts ' and suggested, “‘ma)
down to Bertha's Kitty Boutique
Cat brand water bed. Cats love these
Thelr gentle undulating motion altracts cats, and uwy IR ven
comfortable, especially with a thermostat that
perature up Lo your cat's comfort level Bertha's le(y Bounquo
~ for persons who care about cats "

An éye for incongrulties like watef beds for cats and an lnstinct
for relating theri Lo basic human feelings like guilt are two of the
reasons thal Garrison Kelllor, @ 40-year-old native of Anoka.
Minn., is building up & following thal ranges from small-town
Midwesterners Lo sophisticated urbanites

For more than two decades, Kelllor has broadcast for Minneso-
ta Public Radlo trom St Paul, where he had a successful “drive
time" morning radio show and where, in 1974, he began the
weekly “A Prairie Home Companion. " The show, which
is carried in Maine by MPBN on Saturdays at 8 p.m. consists of
live music and humorous monologues. But the centerplece each
week s i
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*'A Prairie Home Companion

I wanted that would make the fullest use of
live radio,” Keﬂhrm:nu;msu- : 3

the \dea for

“If I were to
ask you about
your cat’s bed a
lot of you would
just have to
hang your heads
in shame and
say, ‘Well, gosh,
our cat doesn’t
exactly have a
bed. Our cat
just sort of
sleeps on our
bed or on a
couch somepla-
ce...."‘maybe it's
time you
dropped down to
Bertha's Kitty
Boutique and
picked up a lit-
tle Water Cat
brand water

— Garrison Keillor

about the simple and pure rural life, " he says, “because this
never was It does the people of Lake Wobegon a disservice to
present lhrmuunphlﬂnwuenm n

Noﬂdnl implies that something has been lost,” says Don
Druker, the radio coordinator for the National Endowment for
the Arts, which helps underwrite the show “Whal Garrison is
saying Is that nothing has ever been lost Writers like Stierwood

momm. You're apt to

of persqmal traits thal don't come out after
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are looking for transcendence and nlllrmﬂm and eternal

well as in others. 'Vu-ﬂw
lm‘.lunlyumm nol at other people,” says Mrs.

Snyder.
Keillor tends to see himself as a
Thurber

You can find them in your own
In the final analysis,
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1o chase cars and, &s with them. his stories are for about the |

autoblographical
Kﬂhhlwmpuu “When you first meet him,"
says one acquaintance, seems Lo avold eye contact until he
uﬂ-u,-muuqumm"wn-'l
for a shy person o go into show business,
a live audience. That
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Andtfwn\um mnmw;onu were saying that if you want
r-n-mmnunm you don't have to go

lnl.hehl.clly lo it G on its head. If you
val:

ues, mmlmnhpul\dm\n)un big city to find them
‘own home town
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boys, two of the
sheer accident, ended

m with what amounted to Imlf
memnwbuynur the first
the (i
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Their possessions were
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‘behind
*“Well, their foolishness. You know, mm
fathers, the fore{athers, the ancestors

the town, are ne'erdo-
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