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‘Prairie Home Companion:’
Radlio show is doing its best to bring back the good old days

By RICHARD McFARLAND

ST. PAUL, Minn, (UP1) — In an old vaudeville
theater, a tall young cracker-barrel philosopher
stands al a microphone, joking about life, intro-
ducing musicians and reporting the news from
Lake Wobegon, Minn,

Two million e huddle around radios across
the country to listen — like the old days of Jack
Benny and Fred Allen. It's Garrison Keillor's “A
Prairie Home Companion,” broadcast live Satur-
day evenings on 193 National Public Radio sta-
tions.

Keillor, 39, who says he's shy, stands up there
6-foot-4 in his beige suit, doing an easy-going two-
hour radio variety show in the midst of the
umtsdim era, and is one of the hottest things
around.

His thoughls drift each week to Lake Wobegon
(woe-be-gone), his mythical little home town
“time forgot and the decades cannot improve ...
where the women are strong, the men good
looking and the children above average.”

The lown is famous, although not on the map,
and the show has won the prestigious Peabody
Award.

Keillor talks about Father Emil, priest of Our

Some compare Keillor to Will Rogers, some Lo
Fred Allen. But he's an original. No other. show is
quite like it. Keillor's make-believe stories are
loaded with humor and the audience roars, but he
also cuts through to a lot of real life,

Keiller has been interested in radio since he
grew up shy in Anoka, Minn. He used lo skip
swimming classes at the YMCA rather than swim

“A Prairle Home Com| " airs weekly in
Muncie on Public Radio WBST at 8 p.m. Satur-
days. WBST-Radio is at 92.1 FM on your dial.

in the nude and wenl to WCCO's live “Good
Neighbor' show.

He went to the University of Minnesota, got a
job lemm = m‘?'::hl:lmu ?ulliﬂl: Radio and
WT0 ew magazine, He got the idea
for the * anion” show when he wenl to
Nashville to do an article for the New Yorker on
the Grand Old Opry. The “liveness™ excited him.
months later he started his show.

In July, 1974, ““Companion"

ascendance.

“Happy birthday to Joe Lifko, with much love
from Sue,

“Who thanks Sam and Carolyn for pro-ducing
you."

This spring Keillor told about the high school
seniors being released.
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seem lo be any point

those children any longer ... It was
for the teachers to look at them and realize
much they had to learn and how little time
remained

' children, children,” he said.
*‘What can we do? What can we do but love you,
It's important to do well in school.
develop
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