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‘Prairie Home Companion’ has nationwide appeal

By TOM JORY
Assoclated Press Writer
NEW YORK (AP) —

“Well, hello. everybody and

welcome to “A Praine Home
Companion” coming to you
live from the World Theater

in downtown St Paul  Mr
Bill Staines 1s with us Mr
Vern Sutton Mr Phillhip
Brunelle. Miss Stevie Beck
Queen of the Autoharp and
the Butch Thompson Tro -~

The voice — Garrison Keil
lor's — 15 soft and measured
with a clear emphasis in the
introduction on  Home
And the show sounds abit ltke
one you might pick up off the
Plains, late at nught

In fact. 1t's 5 1n the exening
in St Paul and the audience
a large one for radio by -
day’s standards — more than
150 National Public Radio
stations carry the show — I~
scattered across the country
as far awas as Kodia
Alaska to the northwest
Miami to the southeast

Presented every

Saturday might at this time
Keillor 1s saying now by
Minnesota Public Radio and
by this public radio station
and brought to »ou by your
friends 1n Lake Wobegon
Minnesota and by those
Powdermilk Biscuits  ah
those biscuits ahhh they re
tasty and expeditious

And for the next two hours
1's a live mixture of gentle
humor and traditional music
— folk. jazz bluegrass
ethmic, old-ime

The sponsors — all from
Lake Wobegon where all
the men are good-looking all
the women are strong andall
the children are above aver
age” — change each half-
hour. from Powdermilk Bis
cuits to Bertha's Kitty
Boutique to Bob s Bank
where you can - save at the
sign of the sock ™

1 had never performed on
astage before,"” says Keillor,
as soft-spoken on the tele-

hone asheisonthe air, " and

*fore the irst broadcast. |
expected a big crowd We
hired a 400-seat hall, and |
cuess about 12 people came
t was hike walking into cold
water

Discouraging” Well
vedh The next week. it might
hav e been 15 — that was mid-
summer ‘74 — and [ don’t
think we broke 200 't the fall
By then we d moved into a
smaller theater and that
helped We had a better feel-
ing about the show The place
was packed every Saturday
night

I recall doing a Christmas
show back then © Keillor
savs and I reahzed after we
were nn the air [ didn't have
4 pranist and we had all
these carolstodo I called for
volunteers and one — a
woman — popped night up
That « remarkable when you
think about 1t — we couldn’t
do that today 1t would be too
g a deal

xeillor. 39, created A
Prairie Home Companion™
in 18974 after a trip to
Nashulle for a magazine ar-
tiele on the Grand Ole Opry

Its liveness appealed to
me then — 1t charged the
<how with excitement above
and beyond the music. the old
magte of radio as a connec-
tion to distant places ™ he re-
calls And after writing
about the Opry. I felt ap-
[u-.‘nlud to again, and came
wme  and two months later
we were in business

It < a hnve show.” he says
of  Prairie Home Compan-
wn ' and that may be the
most important about it And
being Ine 1t's a particularly
human show The people out
un the stage are doing what
they doin real tme — at the

same time the audience s lis-
tening to them. It's not an
ideal situation somebnddf has
put together in the studio ™

The.program was offered
to a national audience for the
first ime tn May 1980

Keillor's career in radio
began in the mid-'60s while a
student at the University of
Minnesota

“Whenl started the show ™
he says. "'l had every word
written out — that was defen-
siveness o a very high de-
gree 1 quickly got nd of that
script ™ Keillor says he still
writes out the monologue for
his weekly visit to Lake
Wobegon “but only as a way
of thinking I leave it behind
when I go on stage Mainly |
want a beginming and an end
to what [ say

Ketllor continues to write
outside the show — he's had
twodozen articles in the New
Yorker since 1969 and a col-

lection of his stories will be
published by Atheneum alter
the first of the year in a book
called “"Happy to Be Here ™

Keillor takes the show out-
doors in the late spring and
summer each year, und
traveled to Wisconsin and
lowa 1n 1980 and Bostua,
Philadelphia and
Washington this fall

A Prairie Home Compan-
wn' won a George Foster
Peabody Award for excel-
lence in broadcasting in 1980

* Somebody told me about
going hume to Wisconsin the
other day.” Keillor says. “to
his brother’s home, who'd
decided not to have televi-
ston He said his brother’s
three boys got down on the
floor on their bellies and lis
tened to the rado

“That's what I did when 1
was a kid.” he says  and
that's the kind of audience |
have in mind for the show

Star Tracking

By JEANNE AVERY

For Friday, Dec. 18

YOUR BIRTHDAY TO-
DAY: Unexpected changes
in connection with pe

oals may surprise even you
f)nce freedom catches hold,
you may never be willing to
settle into a “rut™ again Fi-
nancial opportunity comes
through partnership activity
Career, social life may bring
special excitement, new
sense of invention Spiritual
awareness comes 1o the fore
in a most unexpected man-
ner After August, get ready
for revamping plans

BORN TODAY: Rock
musician Keith Richard
(1943); jazz singer Anita
0'Day (1919)

ARIES (March 21-Apnil
20): You can be catapulted
into a decision-making situa-

contracts Inner ‘‘knowing-
ness' leads you to the nght
pczr:le. rght situation

0 (July 24-Aug 23). Fi-
nancial situatton 1s con-
nected with more excitin,
partnership than you've h
in some lime Powerful in-
come potential 18 connected
with land, real estate Make
stronger intellectual con-
tribution to work projects
What you say 18 especially
important

VIRGO (Aug 24-Sept 23)

Sensitivity toward others will
lead to the nght financial de-
cisions Discussions with
people important to your fu-
ture enables you to put major
plans into action Creative
opportunity catapults you
Into new and umque career
situation
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