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|Radio host stays ‘down home"

.
By RON WAYNE
Stalf Writer
,. [Garnson Keillor preserves the
” wlevery Saturday night A past
when humanity and origmality
were our values.

The humor and music that is
heard on his National Public Ra-
dio show do not reflect today's ho-
mogenized entertainment that de-
jpends on instant identification and
yauflatlon

A Prairie Home Companion™
dos not fit into our 1mage-con-
scious world where fewer people
know how to listen and to 1magine.
But there are still those who like to

speakers a few feet away.

Keiltor m&ronounced Key-ler)
spent Saturday nights close to his
radio, learning about the magic of
radio as a kid in Minnesota. To-
day, he hosts a radio show that is
broadeast from St.-Paul to ahout

[ 70 stations across

the counl
falgd;ﬂz Pittsburgh’s WQED FM
Talking to Keillor is 2 pleasant
expenme By phone from Minne-
he creates the same kind of
jormal conversation that is the
keynoln of*A Prairie Home Com-
panion.'' The voice 15 un-
mistakably FM, thehumorcamal
"' was Lalking to a
fon cer who thought we
should put the show on television, *
Keillor said. *'But the sound on
15 so awful, tinny.
As a fan nl ‘the “Grand Ole
** he much prefers the radio
broidcests te the—telecasts

is always som miss-
ng." hesnd "ylsllnou.lx:.geule-
cast."

‘“Felevision has never repre-
sented country music very well,”
Keillor said "'But it does pro-
fessional football wonderfully.”

Keillor used to listen to the nu-
merous country music shows that
were broadcast when he was a kid.

“My memu?rml be sort of ro-
mantic, but mnzmbee getting a

F very clnu feeling of family with

them," he said.
There is a definite down home
Ieehiu on “A Prairie Home Com-
" Frequent listeners will

humor, a fictional town called
Dh!ﬁo

Lake
The town boasts such shops as
Bertha's -Kitty Boutigue where
cats are their speciality (“no
jackets for snakes”) In 2
voice, Kmuorduc ther 8
~a low-fat

milk sumimu, or its provnion for
services at Eternal Lap Memorial
Park “‘where You can be assured
your cat won't lie beside a do!
What kind of rest would that be?’
Safety products can be
purchased al the “Fearmonger’s
Shop.” Elevated toilet seats that
"1ift you out of the range of sewer
dnakes ™ It offers T-shirts with

who fear el

8 nices-{rom a-seemungly -
distant land, broadcast live to lhi

umtohw\-mmeeofhm-

your name in large letters to those

\with music, humor of our past

Oh hé radio

WOLD b

Gornison Keillor, following yeors of werk in rodio« now brings
back the old-time variety radio show every Saturdoy might or
WQED-FM The laid-back format includes his witty toles of folksy
lore ond @ wide ronge of musical acts He hosts the show that 1s
taped live in Minnesota ond broadcast to about 7Q stations that
belong to National Public Radic He believes the ndes will turn os
more and more pecple begin to furn off the TV and rémember

_ they have eors.

name (“embarrassing with social
acqualmm.-es but disastrous with
your family

Keilian humor 15 of a folksy
and witty sort. separating it from
the kind of comedy that uses in-
sults or stereotypes. “It's a rm-m
I'm-not mlly comfortable with,”
Keillor said “The performance of
comedy does not have to be the
refforcement of igriorance

. His humor has 1its basis n
stories that relatives like Uncle
L.,ou and Aunt R_#';h ll':lddhlm when
e was young They had no punch
fnes and often the stones were

‘The stories,would describe char-
acters, their nuances and eccen-
tricities They were always done
m a gentle spirit “Even th

the people would do unseem y
and end

thrgs and sometrmes 'T
egg on their face you would not
think ‘less of the person de-
senbed.” Keillor said
Keillor listens as intently to the
musicians he selects for lin two-
hour show as he did to his rela-
tives He cares little about the
type of musie or whether they are
professional. but about their 1n-
terest in reaching an audience
“It's the amtude Lhal people

but st doesn't deter them [rom
trying to reach oul and pul it

across

The result is a range from Min-
nesota’s bluegrass to the jazzy
blues of Lattle Brother Montgom-
ery on the piano There 1s an occa-
sional saw player. some fiddhn
and, of course. country an
western “If they have 1t, the kind
of music doesn’t matter,” he says

The show is staged i an old St
Paul theater durmng bad weather,
and n the Sculpture Garden of the
Minneapolis-St  Paul Museum of
Science and the Arts during better
weather It usually attracts a fam-
1ly audience of all ages. totaling
al 600

He doesn’t worry that his r.J0
varety show needs to attract a lot
of Irsteners The advent of radio
catle and satellite sys
tems will continue lo create a dv
versified market for the histener.
he says

“1t’will not e necessary for a
show to have a huge audience and
mass appeal.” Keillor sawd I re-
ally think that's the way broad
casting 1s going in generaj *

f you want to be in the
vanguard, yust turn on WQED-FM
on Saturday at 10 pm . and histen
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