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Prairie humor, music find home on radio
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Fiddler Peter Ostroushko of the New Prairie
Ramblers concentrotes on a tune during a concert
by the group ot the Mabel Tainter Theater in
Menomonie.

Music usual and unusual is featured on “A Pr
Home Companion.” Here o steam calliope from the
Winona County Historical Society foofs out @

melody.
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Listeners share Lake Wobe'gdn life

Continued from page 17
consistently — he's managed to tie
it all together.™

My Keillor's tales of the fic-
un‘é\mk- Wobegon. Minn.. its
pnnlt\:nﬂ the businesses that
“sponsor™” the show are the ties
that bind the show together. Lis-
teners share in the ups and | most-
ly) downs af the Lake Wabegon
Wippets baseball team, study the
menu of Dorothy's Chatterbox

Cafe, wonder how Lake
Wobegon's favorite daughfer
Barbara Ann Bunson 15 d0ing at

the: University of Minnesota.
cheer ‘the attributes of Pow-
dermilk Biscuits (made from
whole wheat grown in the rich
bottomlands of the Lake Wobegon
valley by Norwegian bachelor
farmers)

Lake Wobegon began long
before “*A Prairie Home Compa-
pion" was an idea. Mr. Keillor
started telling stories of Lake
Wobegon on a merning program
he hosted on Minnesota Public
Radio in.the mid-1960s, and con-
tinues the tales today on his new
morning program, Prai

Home Morning."

“Garrison invented Lake
‘Wobegon and it spiraled off from
there. 5. Moos said. “"He added
individuals, businesses — the
whole fantgsy is quite entangled
It's just been added to over the
years."

Mr. Keillor explains Lake
Wobegon this way

“I grew up listening to com-
mercial radio. and when | started
doing a show in the morning, it
just seemed more like a radio to

Bookbus presents regional literature

Eou Claire

The first collection of coatem-
porary Midwesters writing on
wheels rolls into Eau Claire on
Qet. 16 for a two-day visit at UW-

_Eau Claire.

The Plains Bookbus, described
a8 “an innovation in bringing re-
s

press” books and magazines to
more than 70 towns in the upper
Midwest in its first year.

Poet Louis Jenkins of Duluth,
Minn., will join the bookbus on
Thursday for workshops and also
for a poetry reading from 9 to 10
p.m. in the Cabin in Davies Cen-

reading sponsored by NOTA, the
campus arts magazine. Both are
open Lo the public without charge.
Mr. Jenkins and the bookbus are
sponsored by NOFA and the
Plains Distribution Service of
Fargo, N.D.

’

According to bookbus coordi-
mator Paul Brown, “‘small press"
is 8 general term for independent,
son-commercial publishers and
literary magazines

The Plains Bookbus will be open
ta the publjc from 2 to 4 p.m. Oct.
16 and 10-a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 17.
The books and magazines on
beard are for sale.

me if | could do commerials...s0 1
did. As | was doing them, [ had to
find a plate for them to be. Since
most of the sponsors I'd come up
with were sort of small-town out-
fits, I put them in one town and
populsted it with some of my rela-
tives, people I'd met here and
there, people I'd heard about....

“I grew up near Anoka, Minn.,
which used to be a small
town....It's become so big that I
don't hardly recognize it, so | had
to'create a home town for myself
— Lake Wobegon."

Mr. Keillor knows small-town
life, farm life; he knows its foibles
&nd virtues and can point out the
humor in both.

"‘The purpose of talking about
Lake Wobegon and telling the
stories and so on is not no:
for me," Mr. Keillor says, “so
much as it is upholding and defen-
ding a eertain style of humor, and
also a way of life that I identify
idwest and that 1 see as
ck by the national me-
dia and by television. It's 8 way of
life and it's a culture that is based
in the family and to some extent
based oa rursl or small-town val-
ues....I see it as being under
tack by the national media, who
see it as irrelevant or passe or
outdated.”

Presenting a program so dif-
ferent from anything else on radio
can be both challenging and
nerveracking for the PHC staff
And yet...

“Once you relax and decide to

it, play it, do the best you can,
nderful for the performers,
too," Mr. Keillor said. “You re-
alize there's a mysterious, in-
visible audience out there, all over
the country, people you've never
met, never will meet. but who are
listening under all sorts of circum-
stances.”

—Wendy Kindermon

ter. The reading follows an open
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Tim Hennessy, left, and Bob Douglas, two members of the New Prairie
Ramblers, perform in concert.

International Folk Fair planned for Sunday

tay Claire

There will be an international
atmosphere in Davies Center at
UW-Eau Claire on Oct. 19. Foods,
dances, costumes and customs of
mare than 20 countries will be part
of the annual International Folk
Fair there. .

Rooms, displays and entertain-
ment are planned and presented
by studeats, faculty and in-
lerested community members
This year Italians, Irish and Lao-
tians are represented by ecom-
munity members, Ms. Werner
said.

Some of the other peoples repre-
senied af the fair are Germans,
L

“There is no admission charge
and the public is invited. It's for
anyone who wants to see and ex-
perience aspects of differeat cul-
tures and peoples,” Ms. Werner

id.

The folk fair at UW-Eau Claire
is annually held in observance of
United Nations Day and involves
participation of the forelgn lan-
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