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Saturday night with. ..

MICHAEL BERRY
By MicH VHILL

Like most true places, Lake Wobegon, Minnesots,
wannot be faand an any mi
Tt i the littke wown ‘ha: um: forgat. that the
decades cannot ounder.
LEXISTS in this eXact mmnm cal cemter of radio
braudeaster Garrison Keillor's mmgmnuun
“Despite the fact that Lake Wobegon has baeen
deprived of state and federal government for the
past century,” Keillor said, it has gotten along the
best it can on the Golden Rule, Sundard Time, the
power of Powdermilk Biscuits. and the principhes of
never offering mwrr unless you're asked for |t
never g0 loking couble. and always knock o
fore entering, and by hr fact thatall the women are
“trong, all the men are gooc-ooking and all the chil
dren ire above i erage
Lake Wi theonly to Ameri-
i whose merchants sponsor a syndicated racio pro-
onal Public mmp.- netwark that fs
hun com
Every Saturday evening it ’- hundeeds of progle
teto wateh the live broadcast of The FProme
ina reseued vaudeville theater in

am all over the state and the counry
and hear what eclecti: bunch of musicians

When and Where

puanion is browdeast in
th Fort Worth-Dallas srea on Saturday nights
from 1010 madmight on KERA-FM radio )1

¥
The show s Lapesd lr\ms :h-- five Minnesota
broadcust at 3 pm. Satus

illor will gather. The house string band., the New
Prairie Ramblers, will play, and peraps the Knights
wl Carleton College will sing. or a cowboy troubadar,
ara Swedish comie band, oF 4 opera siger SIBging
the Minneapolis Yellow Pages.

or 1 partial 40 groups sur has Unele Willie and
© Brandy Snifters, 4 st band thin takes fis
inspiration from un extensie collvetion of 1920s
prcords

“Therearea great man, pler o want to go and
1 bl re talented enough and
Kilior ~.n|z| Bt they sound an awiul

NOW Vo70 arw pkopia who (akie e sapleation
] le who take ther nsparation from old
They cumdog good job, BULil s tguile there

sarmetimes the ganily, pathologically shy Keilor
will sara balkach of his own making. backed by the
H.\mmm while e strums on his sutoharn
of all. people come @ lsten 10 Keillr,
1 etitis his teaws of obegon, or his patent:
|-|! m r mnrnnal- for Powdermilk Biscuits
expeditious’l. Dorathy's Charter-
ot Cafe BT Dorothy's famous Thubark pie,
sabr Al h Fucks ead 10,
shing hiehts show vou e

s
3y 10

I
itimes Kelllor will read a b ke
Wl ate Barbara Ann Bunsen whomar-
riedand moved o Wisconsin 1o remodel an obd farm
aml work 4 combination walnut farm and
el

0 e ket o Al 2 story about the T the Loan
Christimas brew the statue of the Unknown

Vg

Narwegian was biown down and almast hit Mr
Krehsbarii, uho was coniing home (Fom three hoers
at Wally's Taproom.

Or perhaps he will outline the ethnic structure of
the town, which is half Norweglan Luthérans and
half German (:nlhnu:s. Llllbernns are ey o spol
Because they driv bought from the Luke
Wobegon's Imn:ﬁn }m dualer, Th: l:‘m!:ohra all
drive Chievrolets from the Catholic Chevy dealer.

Or b will simply tell nuwulem-mugnmg on
in town, as he did last June,

“Most of the seniors will be leaving Lake Wobegon,
thost Of them |mmn|m!eb' :Ime being pothing in

sametimes they gi. Eeeee bawwww. Sometimes they
shoveeach other. Hey: ‘hatareyoudmn® Heyyy
Evoe hawww

A purent listening toihis thinks: Good Lord. how
ever are they going to support themselves® These
ougth 10 make babies. Gosd preserve us
2 {0 be standing here a vear from now
with a haby Visiartheseirms sving’ Heu'y \vmu '
1 y kid.

L m:y catch wid

Kelllor prajses ull\oﬂl town lllt ahove nl) life. H|'

10w of
the Chatterbox CA'I' Sn I!\!\ ve heen doing a lot of

A whole gang of 17, 18 yuar-old boys gathe & m.-n-

nd
Leanini. Saving things | vV iy m:.u
lot Got to get the smmd just right Heyayyy. Or

says golug | party
Pex required to pat in rhru- hnunaml
strange thingy they don t really helies

ut in Lake Wobegan, ey don't initegou up e
the parchio talk. they mvite voutosis. You may talk if
o wish, e=pecially as e < goes down and it ge

Please see P on Page 2L

Keillor's klngdom

= ¥ag by Larry K. Haman

Retllor on Lake Wobegon s high points
1. o Puint. Camping, Fishine. und hiki t
& 100 af (1o 4, murked with large o
abels (“Wren. “Squirrel” “Oak.” ete
2 The Lake Whegon Piles. Coneeried that ke huaked folow
use of dymamite 10 cateh Junker walleye, 1ownspeapie dunn»-u
serapped autas applianyes. farm implements. trash, into the
creatisd thuse tein Bfoothish stands m (%66 Sow renar
Erieitive A, they arc bept up s
5 Hi

it Aterrifichaby it shopos seenic tract, idea | forth
bt shop nper; ks privacy and ean niike a few topairs S0
ent 1l June. Jack's K ¥
. The Radio Hall of Fame
teutured in 4 umque “Memory
wther
ol town
Home e own or key. Open daily
Augnst 4 when Clarence and Atle
re

ek PORd i 1R b ceR ke e
it dacks Toda¥iss mullhersund g at o

{-mxhi por
n[u;\.nn‘s \ L
11 plus Eara Tiecnse pl
Mist County Historieal Society Mu:
historie seenes, including “Neilson Expedition Sevks Sor
Passage 1o \IHI’er'.IU l nitariun Missionagies T Tr

Interpretive Dunce, "3 ettlersWait for Traim * \ isitors may
view the contro lal\lobmzunllunnmnuuﬂhl-- d

At

paort

hat s kit e : o
45 10 s intervst, phus the ik Forn of e s el
houseplant to survive “The Winter of Discontent.”

B Wally 0 Hardhands” Bunsen Memarial Field, Home of the
Lake Wabezaon Leeches thasehalliand Loons five-man foothalli

8. Geographieal Centerof Lake Wobegon and Surrounding Arca
inat shown, This grassy plot ringed with mun S0
i East, W st Sauth, et ol state sury

A p e
Iﬂ Tlll‘ I'nlhdl'rﬂllll ﬂm‘ull I‘Ilrll
1L Luke Wobegon High School
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‘Prairie Home Companion’:
the spirit of Lake Wobegon

Continued from Fage 1E

lurk on the porch. It'seasier to talk in
the dark. 1t's sort of hke radio

Rudio 15 the medium Keillor loves
despite hisearly hopestobe a poet. and
Ihis success at publishing his humorous
pieces in The New Yorker

Keilloroncetried tolive foravear on
s writing after leaving a radio pro-
aram where he was required to play
only classical music. The poverty was
too much, but he hassaid his success at
publishing in The New Yorker got him
an invitation back to the radio, where
he did a wake up show for a public
radio station in St. Paul

There he woke up Minnesotans with
Bach. Beethoven, hillbilly music and
the Beach Bovs. “Help Me Rhonda”
seemed tobethe essential Keillorsong

kedlor sard he got theidea of doing a
live ratdio program after The Neu

b] ersent him to Nashville in 1974 to
write a prece ahout the Grand Ole
“F I\

e Opry has become ossified, kel

lor saud. but it s sull the longest run
ning radio show in the country, longer
that the Metropolitan Opera broad
casls, longer than the Mormon Taber-
nacle choir on Sundays
The audience slowly grew, and we
kept moving to larger quarters every
car or two.” Keillor said. 1 thought
the audience understood quite well
W hat was going on. People who wrote
ihout the show always had to work in
the word nostalgic and they were right
nasense, that we were prekingup and
reviving something
I never thought we revived some
thing out of nostalgia or that nostalgia

. 1s enough to keep something going
+ morethanonceoriwice Ithinkit wasa

- . simple and wonderfulidea thatdeclin
*ed

“Twenty vears after the novelty of

TN wears off 1t will be ready to be
picked up again

Part of the success of the show in
Minnesota might be attributed to the
Scandanavianbackground of thestate

“There is a Kind of Scandanavian,
more particularly Swedish conserva
tvismand stubbornessthat [ think isso
strong that if vou live here you don't
notice 1it,” Keillor said

“A good example in radio 1s WCCO
which 1s very unusual in that it has
never changed 1ts tormat. It sounds
basically the same today as when [ was
a Kid. They stll have far and away the
largest share of the audience. They are
a habit their audience will not break,
ever Alotof people whoneverlistened
hefore, begin totune 1nin order to teel
normal

“They hsten to the grain and hog
reports. There's a hittle music and an
absolute compulsion about the weath
| od &

keillor said he doesn't know how
well his program is doing nationally,
now that it s syndicated

We pretend not to be interested.”

he said

But the 650-seat World Theater s
warly always sold out, he said

Several weeks ago Keillor had Bill
Staines, the winner of the Kerrville
championship yodehng contest on the
show.

Statnes was brought to you by
Powdermilk Biscuits

“Powdermilk Biscuits make shy peo-
ple bold and make bold people e back
and histen for once,” Keillor says

On these hot, humid dayvs, many

people feel kind of shmy and loath
some,sullen, moody and bitterand lash
out at people they love..Many people
have been put on the track by these
tasty morsels. Ready made in the
brown bag with the dark stains that
indicate freshness.”
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