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Garrison Keillor, host of ‘A Prairie Home Companion' the

r::'un' need when trylng
thing you need when trylng to
vertial eRm

“Lald back” |s the In1.

Passing cars move
definite destinations
re Is usually a light breeze.

This is & homey “A Prairie
Home " a8 Kelllor an-
nounces hls Glturdn evenin

cm KS.'FN' {

T
r tlsa evenin,
mﬂ‘émm g

Just sitting and staring at 5
o'clock on & Saturday might make
you I'ul a bit hn!l;' If you have
nmuug ned for 7 or 8. “Pralrie
Home" I8 & pleasantly entertaining
Complnlon. & purveyor of you-

lur ! mnmmluf

Karl Vick

Or, If you are heading out later,
“Prairie Home" Iz an excellent
primer. Undress to the bluegrass of
the Red Clay Ramblers. Turn a fast
two-step in the bedroom to the
flyl ands of jazz plano man
Butch Thompson. Sing in the
shower with Minnesots Opera ten-
or Vern Sutton.

Mms all, be assured that when

croons “Hello Love"
lnl.! coolly glowing time Of !II
Is right comfortable A
ust on the prairie anymore, in thr
egendary lee Wobegon, but
across the land.

Lone holdout
Saturday, "A Pralrie Home Com-
jon" became the first National
blle Radio series to originat
from & member station. It was
broadcast live, as usual, from the
World Theatre in St. Paul and
beamed off the NPR satellite to
more than B0 statlons outside the
Minnesota Public Radio network.
Nearly everyone wis impressed.
The lone holdout was formerly
the show's most loyal backer

Radio America hears
our ‘Prairie Home’

Juck, of Jack's Auto Repalr and
Dry Goods Emporium. He sent
Kelllor an indignant letter com-
plaining that & natlonal audience
would not necessarily dellver &
bigger bang for the $2.50 he pays
per audio mention

“People aren't gonna drive u
thousand miles for their thousand-
mile checkup,” the letter read
“You know It and | know It, so
let’s not kid ourselves.”

Kelllor bristled at this (“the bit-
ter old man"), but took every sub-
sequent opportunity to Introduce
the Lake Wobegon sponsors with-
out whom “Companion™ would not
be ble ... Jack's, Bertha s Kit
2! tique, Ralph's Pretty Good

rocery (If you can’t find it at
Relph's, you can probably gel
wlong without 12.. .

National audiences may have
met these advertisers and the main
sponsor, Powdermilk Biscults, in
two previous national shows—one

Companion
Turn to Page 28
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VARIETY

Radio America now hears
‘Prairie Home Companion’

(Companion, trom Page 1B)

a rather stiff broadcast from
Northrop Auditorium in February
1979, the other a hoedowp at the
NPR convention in Kansas Cit

this year. But Saturday's -
ration-funded ?Lblicity package
the series,

clolrlx

except for being a bit
tighter, brighter and more musical-
1 m;ﬁff‘iﬁﬁm prsi“ us;:i_. the
show ucer rl.m
Moos' Intention to “keep doing
what we have been doing over the
years and hope that other people
will enjoy It."

“'We Intend to keep booking
Minnesota musicians, and we ex-
pect to hear from out of town,
too,” Moos said, glancing at
hmmod desk calender. “'Radlo is so

t at communicating informal-

ty. We don't have any Intention of
lonmllzlug (the show] and t dflr:p

Euogt In triplicate and sending it

-At the same time, Moos said,
"We're wondering how this show
uld translate in sophisticated

w York City, where folk music

is not exactly flourishing. And the
humor Is definitely Minnesotan
and regional." The general man-

M at New York's WNYC-FM
Stu-'t return two calls from The
TTheyllove l'tﬂldn Mumr:raubom.
enn. "l was on

long before it was anlm
temwide,” said John L. High, gen

eral manager of the town (]
WMOT-FM. “We had a ﬁhou
Saturday from one fe who
was just superexcited.

About a third of the subscribing
stations are in the South. It's
temptin; to attribute the ro-
gram'’s appeal there to the
proclivity for banjos and zlu:m

“The music has something to do
with it,” High . “But | think
the format, the kind of Grand Ole
Opry, that kind of old-time live ra-
dio show, I think, is kind of appeal-
ing. And it may be a kind of nostal-
gl.l'r trip, along with the music it-
self."

It m_y be. Kelllor started “Com-

in 1874 after a visit to

uhville to write about WSM's

“Grand Ole Opry" broadcasts for
The New Yorker.

Yet the appeal is not all country-
western. Comments that were sent
in about the show d a recent
KSIN fund-raising drive came
from the same middle- and upper-

middle-class urban dwellers who
e (A G 8 poie of o
wmmnmm

ments about “Companion.")

Note, too, that Gene Moore, MPR
national

WGBH-FM (which will pick it up
In June) to make the pro&nm 80
popular that NPR stations in small-
er markets will be compelled to
subscribe, too.

In other words, Moore aims to
ride what has become a trend. You
know it's a trend because Keillor
read a letter from a listener de-
nouncing him on his 6 to 9 am.
“Prairie Home Morning Show"
this past week. The writer decried
what he discerned to be a distress-
ingly broad “bib-overall mentality
and anti-sophistication fad.”

Kelllor responded by introducing
lroeordbyl&lmlf with Ramblers
In Its name " he whu?crod
into the morning brightness, “kick
off your shoes, and girls, and
wltch where you step. We're
gonna kick up our heels."”

drive contained com-
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