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The Powdé:rmilk Biscuit Band

Entertainer Garrison Keillor

By JOAN LYBARGER
Of the Tribune Staff

There's just no lelling where
an addiction will jead,

Take me, for instance. Who
would have thought that o taste
for Bach and Beethoven would
lead to an appetite for Powder
milk Biscuits®

Hut lef me explain

A couple of years ago | discov.
eted via KLSE (917 FM the de-
lights of Minnesata Public Radio
AMPR) — an ousis of classics in 4
desert of rock, where Beethoven
beats the Top 40. But then, amid
the cantatss, toceatas and
fugues, what o my wondering
ears should appear bt the pick-
in’, fllin’ and strutmmin’ of the

Biscuit the

Powdermilk
pltches for those wondrous bis-
euits, and host Garrison Keillor,
their gentle purveyor on A
Prairie Home Companion *

It didn't take lomg to get
Mnh“l! on the down-home drol

A satirical tke-oft an the ol
e radio variety show, It's o

puton, but never @ put-down
And like a1l good variety shows
it oecasionally takes 1o he road

Originally scheduilod for the
Viterbo Fine Arts Center, last
night's show was moved 10 the
Main Theater when more than
430 persons proved that they are
wneid i pot only to MPR but 12
the special talents af “the old
scout.” Lowdkey Keillor, the
show's creator, has the siow, ea
sy humor and the erudite yet
homespun style 5o reminiscent
of commercial broadeasting's
Dave Garroway.

Produced weekly i St Pal's
Ramsey Aris and Science Cen-
ter, *Companion” is heard at
530 p.m. Saturdays. A morming
vemian, in whichi okd masters
mix essily with relaxed putier, is

days through Fridays. Last
night's show was taped for re-
bivadeast on Jan. 8 and 15, Kel
lar pabed

On the road with him s the
Powdermilk Biscuit Band — Ru-
dy Darling on the violin, Bobby
Dougls, mandolin und spoans

What's Happening...

[ In Minnesota |

|_In Wisconsin |

Weather Outlook? More Of Same

§T. PAUL, Minn (AP) = John E, Ross, asoclate
director lor the University of Wisconsin Institute of Enl
ronmental Studies, says weather {ollows a pattern of high
and low intensities and he predicts that “the neat five
years are going to be very much like the last five years
Changes in patterns of the magnitude we would need to
get more favorable patterns simply do not tend to show
up in less than five years,” he said “That gives vs a fairly
pessimistic estimate for the next (ive years, because cli
mate has caused us trouble in the last five years. ™ he
spoke 1o the Minnesota Farmers Union at its
anmual canvention.

Silence Takes Over

MADISON, Wis, (AP) — A 122-year-old tradition has
been suspended by University of Wisconsin-Madison
Chancellor Edwin Young. There will be no Invocation or

uring UW

Young said he had decided to follow the recommends-
tion of & student-faculty committee thal suggesied the
two portions of the program be replaced with 1 moment
of personal reflection The two religious portions of the
commencement ceremony had been opposed by the
Freedom from Religion Foundation, which contends that
their inclusion violates the separstion of church and
state. The decision is In effect for the Dec. 12 commence-

ment ceremony.

yep. spoons), and Adam Gran-
ger. guitar ticipants “sat around di
The talented tric set hands ‘what IS baseball

vlapping and toes tapping to the [t . It's about relationshi

lively sounds of country, folk and  Others reacted differently, “Un-
hornpipes and  cle Charlie Criap shinnied up the
reels, while Keillor sang the first  monument 1o the Unknown Nor-
two songs “to peg your expecta- wegian, claiming that lefse was

gospel. musie,

“Tall, thin and bearded, the bespectacled
Keilfor strolls on stage, autoharp in hand.
You knew that beneath the straw hat and
red suspenders there beats the heart of an
urbane and witty man, equally at home as &
writer for the New Yorker as in his guise as
a pseudo-country boy..."

tions Jow " Also on the bill was Lalling from the sky.”
home talend in the form of Viter:  Another loeal landmark is Qur

ome knew the score™ and the par-

sl
it's s, lsn't

Hallelajah Si

Tall, thin and hmd»d the
bespecticled Keillor strolled
omstage, autoharp in hand. And
you knew that beneath the straw
hal and red suspenders there
lirks an urbane and witty man.
equally at home as @ writer for
the New Yorker as in his gaise as
pueude-coutiry boy, spinning
tabes of Lake Woebegon, “the 1t
the 16wn that time forgot

It's the place “where all the
women are strang, all the men
goodklooking, and all the chil
dren above average " And
though it may not be on any
map, It's real indeed b Keillor's
Tollowers. Sponsors af his show
we afr 10 believe, ate two Lake
Worbegon enterpeises.  Jack's
Auto Repair (“All wacks lead to
Jock's") and Powdermilk Bis-
ks in e big, tilse box [ Heav
ens, they're tasty”), made from
whest grown by bachelor Not-
wegian farmers in the rich bot
tomiands of the Lake Woebegon
Ruver Valley

Once, though, the product’s
parity was guestioned when
some “alien plant e’ was
found growing in Hjalmer Nord
by's wheat field. and » shipment
of the biscults |
they re expeditious
fscated by the state drag en-
forcement But not be-
fore o loral baseball game * just
wound down slowly because no

bo's Sister Thea Ilnwnm and Lady of Pe
broadcast from 8 10 9 a.m. Tues- e

i nsibil-
ty Cathalic Charch. Father Emil
€01 & new curste this year, Keil-
lor related, who split off and
formed his own group after he
cedebrated Easter Mass wearing
a Tahint with & picture of our
Lord on water skis and the
words, “He's Up'”

Amd, ||>uuahbud|unlmr||!un
i last night Lake Woebegon also

s the home of the Sons of Knute
Lodge, presided over by the
Grand Oja ithal's pronounced
oh-yahi. whose chiel function it

Hocause satie B bul & slight
bending of the truth, few in
audience could |'l\| o u!mllh'
with it and
faibles. And lmmm [ |I| Ilni
log wove his gentle philosophy uf
Ife and love. Don’t worry if
you'te too tall, and not good
looking or smart, he tlls s —
just go out and acromplish
something (“And don't forget,
Powdermi gives shy poople the
strength 10 do it}

A Hyearald rative of Anoka
Minn . the 1966 English graduate
of the University of Minnesota
g0t into radio ot & mmm m
Lo After & couple of

" wrikr, he Jones MPH avd bas

been with it most of the time
sinee 1960

As announcer ol an early
morning classical music show,

he hegan inserting spot an- no personality
nouncements for Jack's, inter-  Keillor and many of his fans
spersed some blue and recall radio of yesteryear with
gradually introduced ﬁ”t‘m of nostalgia. (L. for example, given
Lake Woehegon's denizens. The 2 couple of drinks and the slight-
litthe town and the shaw’s for- est provocation, will declaim the
mit are based are reality, Keil- oath of “Mr. District Attorney”
Jor said, mentioning & station ot sing the Cream of Wheat jin-
that unwittingly does satire gle of “Let's Pretend” dredged
“better than | do.” and the up from childhood |
church that has an annual blﬂv
ing of the snowmabiles
what end, I have no IHEI.
Not all public broadcasting not nostalgia, but an effori at
bufs approve of Keilior and Co.
‘Same don't accept it, they get variety show broadeasting. 1t-is
very angry,” he said. But mom- “picking up something that had
ing “is a different time of day — dried up, but still is useful and
it needs 4 little silliness and hu- communicates with people in a
mor.” And his type of program- new way."
ming has merits of its own  He communicated last night in
“Folk music,” be said, “is dear La Crosse.
to the hearts of generations — |t Tomight the p will have
huas cultural importance that far another one-night :uud in Du-
exceedts 4 great deal of classical lath, Sunday it plaped mmm
sl — ome in & town hall and another
Commercial radio these days, In & relay station dance hall
he feels. is & “servant of the re-  Relay station dance hall* O
cord industry. It discoursges come on, Garrison, But It's troe
originality and has become a And somehow the le of
homogeneous product. There's Lake Woebegon lmlj

Yet Keillor maintains |Iml ‘A

Italians May Import Wine
From Vinyards In California

WASHINGTON (AP) — The idea of Italy importing
wine from California sounds almost as absurd as Kansas
buying wheat from Russia but that's exactly what the Ag-
niculture Department says might haj

Two US. wine producers exhibited their wares at the
annual Vini d'Italia show in Verona, Italy, this fall, Sept
126, The depariment's Foreign Agricultural Service
said that during the show more than 150 inquiries were
recefved about the possibility of importing US, wines

Officials said that “any toehold in this market, of
course, would represent a breakthrough since Italy is
the world's leading wine exporter

In 1675, for example, ltaly sold $488 million worth of
wine overseas, including 458 million of it to US. buyers

Court Candidate
Raps Reform Plan
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