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For Garrison Keillor, fantasy
is a lot more fun than reality

By Irv Latolsky
StaM Writer

Ah, the air sround Lake Wobegon
is pure and health-giving. The
woman are sirong, the men are
handsome and all the chidren are
above average. Great herds of
@iderty holsteins roam through the
figlds enjoying their retiramant
after years of uselul service.

On given days i Lake Wabegon,
Garrison Keillor drives his rafty
old green Opsal into Jack's Auto
Fepair for a lube ob, grabs a
snack al Jack's Toast House and
pops into Dakota Dave's Men's
Store (on the Jack's Auto Repair
IMali) whed @ this gint concrate fist
an the roof beckons us o come in
and buy and be happy with what
we gat, fike a flannel shirt or white
coton Socks.

On Sundays, which is Visitor's
Day n Lake Wobegon, Keilior
wanders into Sons of Knute Hall to
wartch tha saries of shart flms on
the Bunsen famiy, inclusing
Highlights of Famity Picaics Over
the Years, Duane’s First
Chrigtmas, the travelogue
faatures (the Bunsens in Bemidji
*“Morih Shore Odyssey' ) and
Highlights of a Twins-Cleveland
Gamein 1985, with a good shot of
Ted Uhlaander in the on-deck
circle.

Lake Wobegon doasn't precisely
exmt, 11 is awhimsey, a diversion
@ figment of Garreson Keilor's
imagnation. But Lake Wobagen
nudpes up against enough
universal truths 1o stir responsive
chards in & growing numbes of

5 who come across thi
Keillor programs on the Minnesota
Public Radio (MPR) network, that
s, A Praire Home Companion,
iive, 7 to 8:30 p.m, Saturdays,
and "*A Prairie Home Morning

Show,” likewise v, B 109 m
weekdays

The Saturday show v
home barn-dancey show w
stars (ke “'rado sweethaaris’
Janis Hardy and Yern Sution,
rambling jazz pianist Bulch
Thompson, gee-tarists Bill Hinkley
and Judy Larsan, Thama
Buchner and the Minnesota
Gosped Twins

{The show fraquently trucks
wround the state. Keillor reported
that only 30 showed up when the
troupe stapped at the Sona of
Knute Hall and 25 laft when it was
announced that the bings
bean reschaduled for the high
schaol audtorium. But ha doesn 't
hoid it against Lake Wobegon
because the folks probably had
ther things 10 0o, ike moving
tiair lawn spraklers.)

The mainstay act is the blus grass
Powdsrmill Biscur Band
composad of fiddler Rudy Daring
uitarists Sean Blackburn and

Folkiore has it that Lake Wobegon was left off Minnasots mags by
somawhat of a statistical error. It seems that surveying leams
working in the areain 1872 met in Lake Wobegon and realized that
their charts were off a few miles. They resolvad the overlap of

maps by leaving Lake Wobegon off enlirely, However, Larry K.
Hanson has supplied the “official” map of the area, at left,
pinpointing the various spots of interest: No. 1, Tentative Point; No.
2, Lake Wobegon Piles (scrapped autos and farm machinery,
mostly); No. 3, Arl's Balts; No. 4, Radio Hal! of Fame: No. 5, Sons of
Knute Temple; No. 6, Jack's Auto Repair, Jack's School of Thought,
Jack’s Fountain Lounge, etc.: No. 7, Mist County Histarical Sociaty:
Mo. 8, Wally “0ld Hardhands'' Bunsen Memorial Fleld; No. 9,
geographical center of the area, left off the map, unfortunately, and
Mo. 10, Powdermilk Biscuit Plant. Mot Shown: Municipal Sanitary
Landfill.

Garrisan Kelllor as he looks
today. top phote, and In his
high-school graduation
picture. lower photo

slimy and loathsome, suben
moody and bitter and tash out at
peopie “ Many peogle
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Keillor

Continued from page 1C

by there tasty morsels . . . Ready-
made |

i the Beown bag with the
dlrk lllln.i that indiente freshness

that New Yorker has punllshed
since 1960, A high school teacher
in Anoka Lm’and him onto the

mugazine,
John Updike, 1
Broadway and New York,

“1 wanted 1o go there and live
there and be & writer for New
Yorker Ma e
be free from all those

had Esown me asd whose &
edge of me was a limitation on
IM‘ Il 1 left Minnesota 1 would
cense be

1y, dressed
el IM-\II l h\n o Jm- in New

But life Jidn't follow his scenario,
lew Yorker's “Midwestorn
‘writer, e Is basically Minneso-
ta, & quiet, internal, Joneso
writer, Even his radio persannlity

jects & soft-shell reticence, and
[t wes with spparent difficulty
that be sat down Lo talk about the
essential Keillor and coming of
age In Minnesata,

He was the third born of Jahn
and Grace Keillor's family

“My father worked for the Rail-
roud Mail Service untll the Post
Office discomtinued . He was on
the run from Minbeapolis to
Jamestown, N.D. But with six
kids, he also did carpentry . He
hed such & gift with his hands. He
could make anything. | remember
feeling absolutely incompetent 2t
any mechanieal ihing since | wid
o fittle kid. When [ awned a car |
never worked on it llke normal
people di"

In 1948 John Keillor moved the
family to Brooklyn Purk. He dug
t & basement in the cornfield
end put & house on it o year later
“We were members of a small
lundamentalist sect that mast
e mever heard of, the Plym-
auth Brethren, which was sirict.
Dancing, card plying and going
to mavies, smoking and &
5~ poing o bl
ames was all right but not on
unday — those were all wrong
nd ached

sten to. .

he kids | was brought up with

Deus Voientl, because He would
came beck. af any time and there
m\iﬂl“ﬂNlT uesday a5 we

At Sunnydale School,

Champlin, he staried 1be Sunm

L t Star. Later, n the sl

at Riverview School,

S arted the Riverviewer, Hid Jour
i

Young Grrison's inersat n poet
ry and things literary and journal-
e Canen Trowna

“They belleved that It was & dubi-
ous kind of thing, depending on
the kind aof ltersture, that it
probebly was wrong for & Chrissi-

a0 to do.”
In the eighth g[lﬂ!a:llm( Ulrv
[d*l.‘d EI||DI ook

penn i Sounded

mglly ® ormidibis, ke somsoome
not. o be trifled with " lie began
rov:rmn sports lsJ m home game
for the Anoka Hera

JMy parents, sapecially my malh
were very dublous sboul L
She e that while there s

ot ity peqpu of the world and
they'd become your colleagues. .

“Then when 1 published same
poetry for @ high scheol literary
magazine, they wore quite upset.

ly. . . Some were tremendos
gospel preachers and hellfire
reachers and were frightening to

Garrison Keilior circa 1969,

Mr felt it was & shame on the
ly . .. 1 don't feel like an
outeast now, but ¥ recall ivily &
time when 1
mow, with his parents
il
I

New York agent wai \ui 0
an wticle i Playboy hat 1
thought It would be an uaneces-
sary (nsult to them.”

They seem to undes stand,
ey rasp it now and "t
comfortable with it fmy writing)
and they've told me often that
they Inaw writing must be very
hard and {Bey look for my pieces
in New Yorker. | did & lnll!olﬂ
iece called "My North D

kroad and my dad Hllfe
ftalot”
Ome of his growing up stories
will be publisked sha ly in New
Yorker: e w.\s 2| ln bt sammer

of ‘34 and & cousin drowned i
[.}ﬂ!wnﬂ'“u‘ Keillor's

naisted her son take
nwlmmmg lessans at the YMCA
on LaSalle Av.

“l west a few tmes and |
couldn't force myself to go again,
It was 5o dreadfal The in-
structor was & real bully, with no
real interest in |elﬁ7\h lide 1o
woim. Ha had & greater inierest in
making fun of kids who couldnt
1wim, and | was terified of the
dreams of
heing ied i tht WA 350
deowening and dying. 1 asked it |
n't stop, and 1 was unable o
b my motbar what the' esl
situation was mnd he
ihed 1"

ool

But he cominzed 1o take the bus
Into town and strolled along Hen-

pin Av. ad at the library
felt gullty and wort

Then he bheard about “Good
Nelghbor Time™ at WCCO Radio.
You could ot aad w ch the show
tree o DeHaven, Wally
i!l.wl' 2 M e, adae’ b
nd Ernie \.u\m and

aun Hansor

“It was wordertul, The only hap-

ng_about coming down-
Aﬂl after
would
walk in and sit dwm 6t a table
and do his vountime news and

3:

nd w
this man read his newscast.

“And | can remember geiting Into
the elevator with this man, 1

joral print, aad
e most expensive

lie fn the world Thers was this

‘F

nura whout him.

'\IUFA'H') talked to him except one

. who might have been &
secrotary there, ‘and ey were
chatting and evervhody else was
just stunn

And 1 foliowed him down the
sireer, down 1o the Minserpolly
Club and he turned into the gate
and [ watched him walk mm this
Ereat mansion,

o1 wanted 1o be there with him,
be one of the guys, You know, be

like Bob DeHaven, just real com-

fortable. and. irendy ind

and not this screwed up little kid,

scared all the time. Be friendly

and easy with people.”

The high school years also were
fuil of the traditional travails.

1 loped around in the Rallways,
dnched acound. teled nat 1 look
0 tall he's 6-f fml-l] ind warried

5 lot about how 1 looked | was

Yory wertith 1 looked awtul 10d
i real conscious abaut irying to
bl

“1 developed & suiff face. Pacple
are always asking me swhat
wrong. Even my kid asked me,
‘Why are you s unha
T'm not, but 1 dev
stiffness when | was in high
xchool, where you are whiecting
hole body to the fiercest
Tantral at 4l times, you know,
it withaut that control your arms
and legs would fly aff and yow'd
be & spastic.”

Growing up wasnt & total fallure
He &4
parallel
aicely in the intramural
sport:

team

One of his major achievements
wccurred during a father-san soft
il game {be s wriien remi-
it since) when,
Elu'ollu\[ lh\'f. base, he robbed
Don of & certain double
with & tricky backhanded nab of
the sizzling_grounder. It would
ave made Hrooks Robinson look
oafish by contrast, or so Lhe mem
ary goe

Afew yearsago Ko or
a sort of pickup Lak

Leeches siow-pitch softhell team
that plays onct to thrice weekly

nized

Minnwapalis Tribuos
around the Twin Cites in free
lance games He sl pich, play
first base or he outficid, as
they . T 1 ome OF ot fow
teams with & sense of humor, he
cluams,

After bigh school he figured he
would write and write as the best
way to become @ writer, But he
began o panic

'\\‘rﬂ‘ I had fears that If 1 dide't
&0 o college, | wouldn't make
angthing of mysell and Td
come an oedinary person

He enrolled st the University =
Minnesota. He washed
worked_ the parking  lots, rnﬂ
newseasts  on
WMMR. and was hised ot uu .
Warking on an English maj
& journalism  minor, h-

of the now_detunct Ivery
Tower.

A middlin® student at Ancka High,
he didnt do much better - !
Kaivrdly e hg o
ressure of editor dullu. M
wll m \ohd P aod acaderaic pro
thor Th!n went wark ll
ot and 'l'ldu Even
iyttt it

Hut |t was not otherwise & suc
cesstul time.

“It was & mistake to have gone to
the university, 10 spend the time |

and to have done the things |
did .., 1t had & corrupting infiy
vhat | wrote. It
removed me from what | had to
write about and what | still have

people that | have some feeling
at |

“In & very short time | pretended

Thr., July 28, 1976 7C

to, well, you can hardly call it
but & sort of jave-

nile sophit

oAl that time the wrosg ihings
o
gainst Inwer nlﬁ.ﬂh—cll-
Eerle Mlnnnnu ie part of the
undamentalists

town r\dlure How could l w!r

“In my writing 1
wstragger hers, (s
New York and
on this stra
lor of the res

was commenting
cutlandish behav-
nis."

1 Ko s sivig to gt 0d ot
the deep, rich. nuthoritative “edu-

dio” voice That be prac-
ticed as a little boy (reading Star
und Tribune news stories (nto o
mailing tube) and perfected ot
KUOM

“Iv-uumbt ived as &

The KUOM dutles began to gnaw.
S be quit. Then he took & job at
KSIR ?M ollegeville.  the
founding station of® MPR, and
moved up to nearby St. Cloud
then rented & big brick farm
bouse ot Freeport

“1 stanted doing & classical wmusic
show, 6 am. to noon, But it was
pretentious of me 10 sit and play
musie | didu't know, and 1 sit
there and play opers and try to
guess at the pronunciations.

“S0 1 started playing other music
1 did know. But peo

Kelllor continued on page $C

Introducing the ice cream

with nothing to hide.

Brevers Ice Cream is

all natural. It's famous for the
things we don’t put in.
As well as the things we do.

Instead of artificial

\vanillawe grind real vanilla
beans to make Breyers
WVanilla Ice Cream.
Instead of artificial
avoring, we put over 50

fresh-roasted almonds in every half-gallon of Breyers
Butter Almond.

And instead of artificial coloring,
we take over a pound of tree-
ripe peaches to make every
half-gallon of Breyers Peach.

Breyers costs more than ordinary
ice cream. But all

ot o

of Breyers Ice Cream

This cou,

is good for 18¢ on
any half gallon

in any flavor.
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“fp be busy and be_ neur
22y to bave 1 pian sbout it and go

8C Minneapolis Tribune
Thur._ July 29, 1976

Keillor

cmtum-d from page 7C

4Jw\m: quite u lot of weight at
I#the station didn't like it nd the
“Zstation mansger sent & memo say-
“ing thai hereafter ail programs
“would conform to the muskc poll-
:';y of the station

10 wasa't so much that, well, |
“Couid understand that they needed

“-money and there were people
Who were alienated. | just didn't
“Hike getting it in & memo. 1 told
“them 1 was quitting

221t like standing sround talking
o somebody in & frendly way
“5nd vou nolice that they're pies-
“ling on my foot. Wel, vai bave to
pointthat ‘Pardon me, but
“you're plsing on my foot.

*“Peaple in a pasition of pawer ac
imagined power have a habit of
Hoing that Theyre friendly, nlcs.
weet, wonderful peopl
2 Pl pauein o aed AL ot
dcen therll do this  weird
ing.

Then it was “scary.” With u
wite and el (he and his wife
are now separated) and no job, he
ushed his writing. New Yorker
-had bought its first Keillor piece,
& tale written in newspaper styie
&bout & couple who hired & pros-
titute as & companion for their 17-
vear-old son as 4 way of keeping
Z+him home She also cooked break-
sifast for the family, and Keillor
“Included her recipe for fancy
U

“New Yorker liked its brevity,

poge and 2 n.n typed, and sent
(For 'his_usual

Ienxlh e s $1.100 1o $2.000

“I would sell & story and then
wait two weeks and call and ask
for the maney ... 1t bothered me
zlm T was spending so much time
ing what seemed Iike humiliat-
ing, adoiescent things to do . .. to
iook through New Yorker fo
ideas on how to write another
ry they would want. It did me
£0 good and | knew that but just
e and

things straight

After a year of virtual poverty, he

“taught on with KSJR's new com-
phnion station, KSIN. emerging

e sam:
befouled his foot at KSIR brought
him back to public rldm l[ln "o
face savi

through an Inlcmwdur) w0 get
them together.

“1 think that the fact that T wrote

-far a high-class eastern magazine

made it -n ngm with some peo-
1t's an unpleasant thing for
Fie 10 think about, but that's how
a lot of people’s minds work ...
Swould never have been able 1o get
away playiog the music 1 did
ualess | happeed 1o be semciaced
with & magazine which, although
it s changed st in the Mide
west stands for ‘Dein’ Uptown.

S0 he continued blue grass mmz
and whatever siruck his faney.
S8Cks A Hegair ballooued lilo
& muld-thowsaad-dollar conglom.
erste. including Jack’s School of

Thought el gl
collection of trained newts, etc.

“1 wanted to get out of the for-
mat (of KUOM am! KSIR)

“We now tum to fhe music of
Schubert ..' | wanted to keep

ed retail sales, things [ sctually
seen them sell, air fresheners,
novelty items, then clothing, all
out of fashion stuff that they
buy in large carload consign-
ments."

He began espanding on Lake
Wobegon, ks heralded Radio Hall
of Fame, Art's Baits, the Munici-
,1.\ Summ Landfill, “the only

n dump in Minnesota to be
lncm:a w the top of a hill"

Three yrars azn he quit the morn-

ing_show 1o devote more time to
writing iy to discover that
he  wasn't writing that _much

Staff Proto by John Grof

Garrison Keillor looked relaxed while on stage dufing
*'A Prairie Home Companion.” But later he rstated

ecent airing of
~in doing the

#tage business 'm soing somethng tha really 3oes agains! my nalure.

I'm doing if because | can’t do
more
“Some people whose opinions |

really trust told me that they
found o difticult 10 lm-n W

i
Though they-knew T
it for that reason
morning show was more where
my talents lay

“That struck a chord with me

ause [ have & feeling that in
doing the stage business I'ni try
ing to do something that reaily
goes againat my nature. I'm downg

making my=ell do something
because W' dificult - having
heen %o wwkward and retiring
and just, you know, a person whi

was alrald to walk into a room
ull of people — and now Ve
pushed myself to stand up on
stage and try 10 do humar o
sing ... it's a curiosity to me. |
sit back i amazement s [ waich
myself dotng it.”

But writing is bis joy

“The person | wouid like to be
E. B White but it would be
aribly vain to say that I'm like
1 haven't read him for &
ars because | worry about
brmmm; 10 ohsessed with him
ie probably Is the most me
us  writer who ever was,
more meticulous than any poet
ho ever wrote. with the passithe
exception of W 0s Wil
i
than most any post

His agent is propocing & Kellor
bool s

and a film person is interested

* Writing is one way poor peaple
can make a |

tiope the book makes me a lot of
money. 1 don't think it will. It's
not that I'm shy about the idea
(of muk!ng & Iot of money), it's
ju;l that T'm a particular kind 0!
writer, I'm a slow writer, I'm
small writer and 1 do the klnd n(
thing (hal ii seems to me io have
one home, and |hl‘i the
New Yorker"

He claims fev: major indulgences.
He owns 1o property except &
few books and records. He doesn't
require fancy clothes (he wore
white denims, ripped wide at the
right knee. on this occasion) and
he doesn't hang with fast, expen-
sive women.

“So m me elrmng $15- or $18,000
8 year s as good &S earning $50,-
000, -\Hu\N 1 think.

Experis offer advice

on highway crises

f vou are driving along the hlgh-
one day, step on the by

pedat to slow down .mn nmmng

happens, what do you do?

The National MWighway Traffic
Salety Administration has the
swer, and has made it available in
& free booklet, How to Deal with
Vehicke Emergencies

The booklet contains advice for
the no-brake situation: Get off the
highwsy onto u shoulder, apply
the emergency hrake, shift into a
lowsr gear or, il In immediate
danger of an accident, sideswipe &
snowbank, guarérail or anything
Sl that will slow the car Guwrr,

The booklet Is available from the
Consumer  Information  Center,
Jept. 30, Pueblo, Colo. 81008,

ot_of mone: I
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