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“Saving a vanishing species

By Garrison Keillar

It certainly does look like
a quiet election this year,
OF course, it's hard to say
for sure since we hear so
little about it. It could be
a real hot and heavy one
and we just don't know
about it, But it certainly
does look like a quiet elec-
tion.

The Republicans are espe-
cially inconspicuous. The
other day 1 tried to think
of the name of the Repub
lican candidate for state
treasurer and couldn't.
Normally | would know
that. This year Ican think
of anly four or five Repub-
lican candidates for any-
thing. In fact, | know only
about 10 Republicans, pe-
riod, And most of them
could be Democrats if
they put their minds to it.

The fact is that the Re-
publican population is de-
clining in this state, A sur-
vey printed in the Tribune
last spring showed that, of
600 people interviewed in

the privacy of their
homes, only about 20 per-
cent were willing to say
the word ""Republican,” or
about half 4s many as
when ke was president,
while 42 percent said
“DFL" and their voices
were almost 60 percent
louder,

It wasn't so long ago that
we read a lot about a New
Republican Majority, but
that writy  seems  to
have de-emerged, and now
the market is good for
magazine articles about
the Republican Party: Can
It Survive?

It has been a hard year for

epul ns. They have
not only had to figure out
what 10 think from week
to week, they've also had
totry to think it.

Traditionally, Republicans
have believed in tough law
enforcement, swift convie-
tion and stiff punishment,
but with Watergate, they
had to turn around and
come out in favor of pres-
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In the good old days, people thought kindly, even long-
ingly, of the future. The future, after all, was far enough

umption of Innocence, It
was a strain, and many of
them couldn't manage,
‘Then Nixon resigned, and
they were supposed to be
happy that the system had
worked,

Then the system worked
o give him a pardon,
thereby assuming him
guilty, which, since he had
not come 1o trial, presum-
ably he was not,

And throughout the whole
Watergate story, the most
fascinating serial drama in
American political history,
Republicans were suj
posed to think that the
country was tired of it and
wanted an end to it.

This is like saying that
people are tired of dirty
movies. Maybe so, but
they're not so tired they
can't stay awake through
them,

It wasn't the country that
got tired of Watergate,
Just the Republicans. And
no wonder, Anyone who
had to presume Richard's
Nixon's innocence, while
holding down a regular
job “on the side, would
have been exhausted after
a few months and is in no
shape to run a hard cam-
paign now.

I just can't understand
why they wouldn't let
Charles Stenvig on the
ticket. He was fresh, hav-
ing been an independent
all these years and unen-

away 50 that we could invest it with all our imp
dreams and last, best hopes. We could say with the
confidence of total ignorance, ‘‘Tomorrow Wwill be
better."

Today we are not so sure, Indeed, there is a feeling
that we already have plunged headlong and unprepared
into the luture. The past seems irrelevant. For the
young, strugging with the exponentially growing mass
0 new knowleage, the past never existed. And the
preseit 1s meiely a chaolic second i tme.

Stitl, in spite ol a cieeping pessimism, the future re-
Matlia all eleimal 1asCllautn, @ Wnlauzing mystery that
teases and strelches Lne imagnation. How much can that
futice be shaped and structured Lo a human design?
And what showd that design be?

Those questions were among hundreds that occupied
—and preoccupied—about 80 men and wemen who met
in the rustic, tall spendor of Minnesota's Itasca Park to
discuss the future of institutions. Mostly from the
Twin Cities area, the diverse group included business
executives, i and I-service pi

‘The meeting was sponsored by Northern States Power
Co. with support from eight other corporations and in-
cluded a mund-fracturing 11 speakers in four days.
There were enough ideas, predictions and controversial
assumptions o acsign several futures. Or none at all.

From Orville Freeman, former Minnesota governor,
U.S. agricuiture secreiary ana now head of an interna-
tioudl consuiling ang research tirm, came the generally
accepled stutement tnat outnoded international institu-
tulls—inciuuimg an archiaic monetary sysiem—prevent
gioodl provien-solying. But he aiso caied for more
L UG W PieastnE Wed Lo Lnose who buy the
Lnts-Lo-growth arguments.

Overproduction, overconsumption and uvorpn]l}lunn of
deveioped countries merely add to the world's prob-
lems, said Hazel Henderson, a self-educated public-
interest advocate whose articulate use of the futurist
vocabulary was awe-Inspiring.

In ro uncertain terms, the audience was told that lh_e
need for change begins with changing nulmndcd_Amcn-
can attitudes that more is better, that the United States is
for_other nations and that tech-

by
thinking, and he was will-
ing to run for something.
What's more, he's the sort
of man who, when he
runs, people are generally
aware of it.

Apparently they turned
him  down because they
weren't sure that his con-
version was sincere, that
he was a real Republican,
Rignt here is one of the
by differences between
the Republican and Demo-
cratic parties,

The Democratic Party in-
cludes a lot more than just
Democrats, Itincludes
people who would spend
us into bankruptcy, and
people who would destroy
the family, and others
who would allow crimi-
nals to roam the streets at
will and render us de-
fenseless by confiscating
our rifles, These people
help to create excitement
and interest in the party.

Decent, hard-working citi-
zens like myself, we enjoy
attending Democratic con-
ventions because there we
get to see the people who
are trying to subvert
everything this country
stands for. But at a Repub-
lican convention there are
only Republicans, and the
only ones who get nomi-
nated are Republicans.

Of course, they offer us
effective, economical and

responsive  government,
but we have gotten along
without that for so long
that it isn't considered a
priority item.

Some people think that
Republicans can be pre-
served through our free-
enterprise system and do
not require any pgovern-
ment  subsidy, such as
being elected to office, 1
don't think that. I believe
we have got to elect some
Republicans, if we can
only find gut who's run-
nng.

Maybe they could put up a
large sign along Interstite
Hwy. 94 between Hwy.
280 and the Hennepin
Av. exit. A lot of us drive
that route, and we would
be sure to seeit,

Garrison Keillor is a
writer living in St. Paul.

Facing ini

By Walter W. Heller

This month of summitry
has led to a new candor in
facing up 1o the grisly
facts not just of stubborn
inflation, but of a menac-
ing recession. Granted, it
is upsetting to the public
and even to the stock mar-
ket to face the dismal
facts of economic life. But
that's an essential first
step to a solution. I

The Federal Reserve has
backed off abit. But with-
out throwing restraint to
the winds, it should back
off still more.

One mini-summit after an-
other emphasized that the
present degree of mone-
tary tightness is both
painful and dangerous. It
is strangling the housing
industry, threatening

nancial institutions, pinch-
ing small business,
ing public utilities, de
tating the stock market,
squeezing foreign econo-
mies, endangering capital
expansion, undermining
consumer credit and chok-
ing off economic recovery.

If that's not tight money,
it doesn't snow in Minne-
apolis in the wintertime.

The summit has borne in
on both the White House
and Congress the vital
need to broaden the scope
of the inflation program,
to recognize that the ine-
quities of inflation are
even more damaging than
its economic inefficiency.

Tax and budget relief for
those (especially the poor
and the elderly) who have
been victimized by explod-
ing food and fuel prices
and for the casualties of
fiscal-monetary austerity
(like the jobless and the
housing industry) not only
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