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The delights that will beckon
Myrtle and Harry to the city

By Garrison Kelllor

ror every great plan that man has conceived ard carried
out to fruition (Wagner's “Ring" cycle, the Minneapolis
park system, the Edina kid hockey program), there m
10 others that crashed on take-off (the (rans-Atlaniic
kite), fell apart with no warning (the Deacon's one-|
shay) or failed to meet the needs ind aspirations of the
people (the North Dakota Artichoke Co-operative)

This teaches us that even the best planniers run the risk
of becoming humoris y folks may be
fargiven if, on looking at the latest with its models,
scale drawings. feasibility studies, timetables and fow
charts, they are mmmlul o the Gateway Rmulun

] PETARLD,

z32d

Operation. Candor s Dai Great,
11, And other schemes that haven't warked out yet

riicularly of the plans to redevelop, up
ze parts of Minneapolis and St Paul, of
sphn o

1 am thinking:
prade and rev
which there are many, and Burlington North
davelop the downtown riverfront is only the A
small army of planners in Nowered shirts ety
knit bellhottoms is hard at wark revitalizing us, it seems,
arid we can expect more. U'm all in favor of vitality, but
same of these plans got no elothes on

de, §1. Puul's Lower Town, e
tment buildings integrated with
cammercial developments such as restaurants, small
shops and theaters. Often a mall, Usually with sone old
buldings restored to make an “Old Town." In the archi
o g hand-in
reenways or holding animated
canversations under striped awnings in a sidewalk cafe

‘We are all well-dressed in thes drawings, youngish, i
ng hurry, and we have plenty of money to spend in the
small shops. There are no old ladies with shopping bags,
whose feet hurt. There are no old men with botiles of
muscatel, laoking for a toilet. Just us young, afflucnt,
well-educated, upward-mobile folks in the 525 blue
jefns.

The little shnw aren'l grocery stares, either. They're
boutiques (every “new-town-in-lown’ deyelopment must
have hoiitiques — i1's n the planners’ code) and candle
shops, pottery shops, cheese shops, little shopst
Danish stoneware and herbal lipstick and
Paruvian shoelaces and greeting cards with the
of Thoreau and Kahlil Gibran and big posters showing
young couples running through tall prass. And more
stiops. And shoppes. And littie ethnic restaurants. And a
b,

These developments will revitalize the inner city. They
will make it lively and gay, atiract visitors. More impor-
tant, they will lure the middle class hack from Edina and

Burnsville to live in the tall buildings. The middie class
is needed in the city to provide leadership. Without
it, the city will become & ghetto of the black, the poor,
the young and the clderly. 1t will die. This is why we
need more boutiques and olde streetlights and expensive
apartments.

My personal favorite, of the plans I've toad, is
“"Mississippi/ Minneapolls — A Plan and Program for
Riverfront Development authorized by the city council

1872 (which the Burlington Northern
wit

or plannees say o mean is part of") 1 is full of jargan
and m«rw\um nonsense about "' passive oriented spaces”
ches showing folks gei
tedd tiverfront environment
reet would attreact visitors
s one cap

ting T6 b i the fodass
("Graphiic variety along Main S
tion-commercial enviroament”
hes of urban-planning poetry

The MISSISSIPPI/MINNEAPOLLS . . . Old Man River

Dbrown oited sills olling under hot summer skies
glittering sequins of sitvery blue on o wind ruffled sur-
face Always passing, casting reflections of the
changing cityscape through which it slides

MAIN STREET an higtoric promenude down a
eranite block street, o spine connecting two river edge
a colorful bustling residentiul/commerciol

1ors of cafes and boutiques wunder
ill beckon to visitors

And visito
part of the

vill be beckoned, They simply will be. IU's

The panorama of ,-lmmm accessible lo City residenis
and visitors on a typical summer evening could he as
broad us the imaginalion. As suggested in district plans

—Moving or stationary "show' beats would serve
meals, cocktatls, and live entertainment.

—0Id Town commerce on Main Street would invite
strolling visitors to sidewalle cafes. restaurants serv.
m;,r ethmie foods, taverns, ice cream parfors, a beer g
4 old-time movie theater, boutiques, and anfig)
,m,u

—Lourdes Square might have a folle dancing Jestival
scheduled, with the many ethnic societies of Minne.
apolis congregating in fhielr native costumes

—(n the moof of the Riverfront West Marina Towers,
dining and dancing or fust looking af the sparieling hues
of City lights reflected in the river would fill several
delightful Tetsure hours

1 is all there in the plan, perfectly orchestrated, from
the delighted visitors to the high-density housing o the
dancing Poles (o the passive recreational spaces Lo the

h, o integrates into, or whatev. -
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high-class graphics to the cheese on he veal seallopine.
1t will all happen, Through imaginaty e planning and cre-
ative financing. we will achieve delighit in Minneapalis.

The question Is: Who needs it? Whe is going 1o put on o
turtleneck shirt and hecome a wallo-on character in the
city coordinator's drama of swinging downtown? Who is
going to do it a second time, aid W third? Will people
come 1o Minneapolis {rom all over the country to stroll
around Old Town and cat torti'las and fill several de
lightful leisure hours observing ‘sparkling hues? And how
many tortillas will they eal on hose days when the riv-
er's sparkling hues are dimmexd by the waste products of
tortillas eaten in Anaka

Will the cops have special ing tructions to deal with rheu-
my-eyed winas who might v/ander into this panorama of
pleasures and spit on it? Or hippie freaks who might like
Lourdes Square too much and lie around on it and take
off theit shirts and unbeckon the visitor? Will the plan
permit William Brastz to stroll through the coloriul dis
trict passing out undelighaful (and poorly designed) so-
ciallst pamphlets”

vs I the stucco
ns and the bird-
ot,

Will the Aunt Myrtles wand Unele 1
bungalows with the hand-trimmed law
bath take the Bryant-Jishnson bus down to Main Stree
and will they enjoy it and feel welcome there, and can
they afford the ethnic lunches?

1 myself doubt it. | believe the plannees have somg ather
person in mind, Wi will buy more barley-scented soan
and paisiey lollet paper, than somebody who Tives on a
limited income. Ali T can say is that, with prices going up

or ateract the
10 attract—a
hat .

the way are, Minneapolis had ¢
middle class fast while there's still o
middle class that apprecintes the finer th

Not the Craigs and Cynthias with the four kids und the
eternal (evolving uluminated mort Bt h Dicks
and Janes with e zero kids and professi and
cash o burn, who'll want 0 spenrd time in lllrl Tawn
sking up all 1t qality of i o'll by the macen-
sins, drink the 3 drinks, v the § nner and
attend the Hnm.m, and Rede ulup-m Autharity Arena
Theatre

 dear are probably ot ineluded in this plan,
nor, please God, am 1. 1 geta lot of passive recreational
leasure aut of undeveloped Minneapalis. 1 like Loring
ark, where the many ethnic societies of Minneapolis
congregate in Cheir native blue suits and cotion dresses,
1 like Oakland Av., where swishing liwn sprinklers create
w sparklig display ot iy dropiets soparating the warfi
south \imm-u;m L into many mmu\m--t rain
how ¢
ceries beckon
Ten

And let us not forger scenic |
Disterical heritage of the 50
crulsing past Porky's, where streamers of
ponnats and lignt bulbs apove the wsed car It .
flected in the windows of furniture stores creating o ki
leidoscope of visual |m s, I Old Town is the alteria-
tive, I intend to like Lake St. a lot, Lake St is real

Garrison Keilior s a writer fiving i St. Paul
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