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Keillor plots his scandal comeback

Stalled talks with MPR over exit focus on archives, but he wants cash, and more.

By [EFFREY MEITRODT
and NEAL JUSTIN
Star Tribunc staff writers

Garrison Keillor is con-
vinced America still wants to
hear his voice,

The disgraced broadcast-
er's determination to reopen
the “Prairie Home Compan-
ion" archives and revive his
daily “Writer's Almanac” is at
the heart of the bitter divorce
talks with Minnesota Pub-

lic Radio that broke down
last week in an acrimonious
exchange.

Both sides say they want to
resolve the two-month stand-
off over what MPR termed
“dozens of sexually inappro-
priate incidents” by Keillor
toward a longtime writer for
“Prairie Home."

Much is at stake. The
archives, removed from MPR's
website on Now. 29, reflect
more than 40 years of work

— 1,500 episodes of “PHC"
and thousands of episodes of
“Writer’s Almanac,” which
has helped promote unsung
poets around the country for
25 years.

MPR said late last week that
it “is committed to an agree-
ment that restores aceess to
the materials that are impor-
tant to our listeners and oth-
ers.” Those archives were
removed from MPR's website
onNov. 29 when the company

announced its investigation of
Keillor found he had engaged
in “inappropriate behavior”
with a female employee.

But the most challenging
issue may be Keillor's insis-
tence that he somehow clear
his name, or at least lift the
cloud that is making it difficult
for him to continue publishing
and staging shows around the
country.

“What Garrison wants to

See KEILLORon Ald »

“What Garrison wants...
is opening the doors and
windows to his future.”
Keillor's lawyer Bric Nilsson
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Keillor is negotiating to reclaim his voice

= KEILLOR from Al
accomplish is opening the
doors and windows to his
i\ltun- — as a writer, as an

ist, as a novelist, as a
spcaier. said Eric Nilsson,
Eeillor's attorney, who has
spent several weeks in media-
tion with MPR. “That is his
goal. As you can appreciate,
his life has been upended by
what has transpired here. The
mission is to get his train back
on track. And [ am confident
we can do that.”

Nilsson said Keillor wants
o return to the bargaining
table. MPR officials declined
o answer questions about the
status of negotiations, noting
in a statement that the com-
pany and Keillor "signed a
written i

etary demand from Garrison,”
but company officials declined
to elaborate.

Eeillor not seelding apology

Eeillor and MPR entered
medistion about a month ago,
bt talks came to an abrupthalt
last Tuesday when Mc Taggart
issued what MNilsson called a
“shocking” public rebuke that
included graphic details of
Keillor's alleged misconduct.

The letter came out ag
several media organizations,
including the Star Tribune,
were preparing to publizh
imvestigations revealing addi-
tlonal women who claim to
have received insppropriate
messages from him.

Until the release of McTag-
gart's the only

to the confidentiality of the
process.”

Eeillor announced Friday
that he also is seeking payment
of unfilled contractual obliga-
tions related to his broadcasts,
"MPR has paid about half of
what they owe me.” he said
in a Facebook post. Nilsson
declined to say how miich is
owed, but said the publicity
surrounding MPR's actions
also cost Keillor “significant
appearance commitments and
other compensable opportuni-
ties for his wo

He said Eeillor has gener-
ated tens of millions of dollars
for MPRover the years through
the sale of his programming to
other public radio stations, as
well as pledge drives, ticket
sales and sponsorships. With
as many as 4 million weekly
listeners, “Prairic Home"
dominated the public radio
airwaves for 40 years, helping
MPR become one of the largest
public stations in the country
with revenue now reaching
about $100 million annually

MPR President Jon McTag-
gart told MPR News that the
company had received a “mon-

explanation for the break
between MPR and Keillor
came from the star himself,
wha iold the Star Tribune the
whale thing related to a failed
attempt to console a writer,
when he inadvertently placed
his hand on her bare back.
McTaggart said the com-
pany offered more details
because Keillors explanation
was "misinformation” aimed
to create the impression that
“MFR did not handle these
matters thoughtfully.” In his
statement, hesaid the woman's
attorney detailed a number of
alleged incidents over sew-
eval years in a 12-page letter to
MPR that included “excerpts of
e-mails and written messages,
Tequests tact amd

* YAMAHA

rent climate is restoration of
Garrizon's reputation,” he
said, “We live in an unsettled
environment. People perceive
riskinassociation with

LEILA NAVIDI « Jeila navidi@ssartribune com
Garrison Keillor's hope, his lawyer said, is to return as “an essayist, as a novelist, as a speaker.”

a writer have just begun. In
the end, his writing — and his
readers — will win the day™

Restoring public BCCESS m
thearchi

ple out there who have done a
lot waorse — and thelr entire
body of wark is still vt there.”

against whom the mere allega-
thon of ‘inappropriate behav-
ior’ between sexes has been

e..... Some outlets for Gar-
rison's work have fallen prey
to thils mesntality, For his work
to be fully enjoyed again by
a ready readership and audi-
ence, he needs to overcome
this unf: rend”

explicit descriptions of sexual
eommunications and touch-

Nilsson said the move
“came as 4 complete surprise
o us, given the fact that we
werestillinmediation. ... From
ourpmpr:nrve we were mak-
ing progress.

He ackmowledged that
major sticking points remain,

“What is at issue in the cur-

It’s unclear, however, what
MPRean do that would satisfy
‘him. Nilsson said Keilloris not
seeking a public apology.

“Too much water has
poured over the dam in this
unfortunate episode to expect
aformal apology” Nilsson said.
“To receive an apology would

‘While MI'R =aid it can no Inn—
m-r provide access because
“many of the
5 ts to the shows' artistic
content,” Nilsson said Keil-
Lo §s willing to take whateves
sleps are necessary to make
those archives available again,
Pulling the shows angered
some “Prairie Home™ perform-
ersand writers, whonoted that
maovies starring actor Kevin
Spacey or produced by Harvey
‘Weinstein were not suddenly
made unavailable in the wake
of their public shaming.
“There is a lot of collae-
eral damage out here," said
Sue Scott, who spent 24 years

b ve. Tod d
u\muht be bad form on a low
road. Garrison’s best years as

i ing on the show. “I'm
not saying this accuser wasn't
traumatized. But there are peo-

ild
Evenif MPR agreestocoop-
erate, Nilsson sald a perma-
nent repository is needed for
Keillor's extensive archives,
such as a musewm or univer-
sity library.

Twomajor collectorsof old
TV and radio programs said
they would be interested in
housing the archives.

“Twould certainly consider
it because it is histos
valuable,” said Laura Schnit-
ker, curator of the Mass Media
and Culture collection at the
University of Maryland, which
has an extensive collection of
material from National Piiblic
Radio. “Whether the material
is controversial or not is not
necessarily our first priority.
1 think researchers from all

backgrounds would benefit
from studying this ground-
breaking program, which in
many ways is unique.”

It may be more difficult to
find a station willing to restart
“A Writer's Almanac,” a five=
minute show in which Keil-
lor recaps the day's historical
highlights and reads a short
poem or two.

“Iden't think Garrison has
a futire on public rdio” said
Tulle Drizin, executive director
of Current, atrade journal that
covers public broadcasting, "1
think program directors will
choose not to put him on the
air and will dissociate from
him. I think they will do that
as a way of showing solidar-
ity with the women who have
been brave enough to tell their
stories. 1 think they will not
want to alienate female staff
and female listeners."

Such doubters should not

deter Keillor, according to a
longtime fan who believes
“Almanac” could resurface
as a digital podeast. Alexy
Khrabrov, a longtime lis-
tener from California, spent
51,000 to enlist members for
his Writer's Almanac Sup-
port Group on Facebook, He
has 120 followers and hopes
to expand that group to tens
of thousands wheo would sup-
port a podeast.
Khrabrov, who has started
his day for more than six years
oy listening to "Almanac,” said
hie is willing to put up several
thousand dollars to kick-start
the effort.

“Foralotol people, abig part
oftheir day isc: uponthe
sofa and fistening to Garrison
read poetry,” he said. "Twant to
provetomyselfand others that
there's a group of people who
care,as opposed tothe bashing
Eoing on in the media”™

1Moy Mwitrondt « 613-673-4132
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