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BIBLIOPHILES
Garrison
Keillor:
Prefers
biographies
over fiction

werlgon Kelllor, host

and ereator of the pah-

lie radio program “A

Praivie Home Compan-

ion,” gays his funda-
mentallst Cliristian parenis never
thought much of fiction, but they
didn't forbid him from reading it,
Their moe: lasting effect on his life, he
#uys, i5 that he's 51ill uncomfortable
swearing. “Sometimes 1y bat it nev-
er eomes oul right," he suys, His new-
st bools Is "0, What a Luxury,” a cal-
lection of verse he's written and per-
T for liis shiow.

BOOKS: What is the honk you read
most recently that knocked you our?
KEILLOR: The novel “Children Are Dia-

momds” hy Edward H tand. 1t iz

in the Then 1

gripping. 1t makes me want 1o go hack
and read all of his collections of essays
again.

BOOKS: What are you currently read-
ing?

KEILLOR: Deborah Solomon's new bi-
ogmaphy of Norman Rockwell, whose
wark [ admire. By god. the man was a
hard warker and was true to his vi-
shon. He was so dismissed as a painter
of senthmental kitsch, bat he labored
hard and jong to bring & Dutch mas-
terw-like technique 10 scenes of com-
mon Tifee, 1'rm also reading books of bo-
cal Minnesota history by way of Lake
Wobegnn research, light tmsh for par-
ndy purposes, and postry for “The
Writer's Almanac.”

BOOKS: How much poetry do yon mead
for “The Writer’s Almanac™
MEILLOR: I'm  specd reader of poetry.
1 can tell right away if @ poem is any-
thing I'd use on the “Almanac™ | only
use poems that a listener driving in
by traffic with two nattering kids in
thue biasck seat can get in one listening.
That reduces the fcld considerably

BOOKS: How long liave you been a po-
vy reader?

KEILLOR: | lefl it alone after college. |
wins just plain tired of all that sensitivi-
tv and people whooping it up over a

staried “The Writer's Almanac® and
had to do my homework. Most poetry
is pretty dreadfuol So you find people
wom like and stay loyal to them, fike
Maxine Kumin, W.S. Merwin, John
Ashbery, and May Swenson. You don't
noed a hundred friends, and you don't
nood a hundred favorite poots. A few
will da.

BOOKS: What do you spend most of
your time reading?

KEILLOR: I'm mwore and more deawn to
biography having buill vp some intol-
erance o fiction. | g s (0w
els and read the first few lines and
thiknk, “0dh, spare me.” and head for bi-
ography. Wha could have tovented Jo-
lia Child or Ava Gardner or Charles
Schulr or O'Connor?

BOOKS: When did you grow averse to
fiction?

KEILLOR: Maybe it was when | was
busy writing Lake Wobegon novels. [
was averworked between the radio
show, “The Writer's Almanac,” and a
column I wrote for Salon. | had litile
time to spend on stull 1 didn’t find use-
ful. Since then I've become kind of a
cranky reader. | don't want 1o waste
my time, which is a fandamental Mid-
western value.

Which novelz did yon like

ANUILEW WARIEN,
BRECAIRERS EEWR/LANDIY

‘T open up most
novels and read
the first few lines
and think, “Oh,
spare me,” and
head for
biography. '

GARRISON KEILLOR

when yon were an English major in
enllege?

KEILLOR: 1 loved Thendore Dreiser's
“Sister Carrie.” That was my idea of an
American masterpiece. Willa Cather
didn’t quite compare.

BOOKS: Why do you think peaple such
as yourself gravitate to nonfiction as

they age?

KEILLOR: I think it's the feeling that
Arnerican Jife is separated from reality,
We live bn this edd, deeamy world of
prosperity wod calm, and most fiction
I ot kg o v s whiat we necd Lo
ko, Tle veason | love e Hoaglan
vl i becanse (9 aboul a world ene
thealy outslde of Amerlea, o world of
trihal warfare in Afriea, 1 felt it was
Impartant to have chat exparience,

BOOKS: And when you need light
trash, where do you find that?
KEILLOR: [ Jove to read narcissistic
trash om blogs and on Facehaok. That's
American life now, We're done with
making steel and cars and shirs and
pants and now the big quick meney is
i social networking, people posing
fior pietures, telling vou what they hid
for

AMY SUTHERLAND

Follens s o Favelok or
@ GlobeBiblio on Tuitter.
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