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Book Review

Garrison Keillor's writing reminiscent of ‘Seinfeld’

When “A Prairie Home Com-
panion” came out in 2006, I
just thought it was some ran-
dom movie I had no real interest
in seeing. Then a co-worker of
mine started about how
she wanted Garrison Keillor to be
her grandpa. Why? He just seems
like he'd be a good grandpa, of
course.

Anyway, 1 had no clue who
Garrison Keillor is, so I decided
to look him up. Turns out, he’s
a author, storyteller, humorist,
columnist, musician, satirist and
radio personality. I suppose he is
most well-known for his radio
show, “A Prairie Home Compan-
ion," which airs around the nation
on public radio.

Basically, it's a variety show
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List Price: $2595 school English in her own Alma

Mater, married for 35 years and

Mlugie Krebsbach is a nAtivE mm grvwnchﬂ-,
Wobeg: who had 1€¢ Margie’s husband packed his
of far better things than living things and moved down the hall
in central Minnesota her entire — leaving her sleeping alone for

life. But here she s, teaching high

the past three months.

Things start perking up for
Margie when a mysterious Ital-
ian woman calls seeking
her roots in

ing to Rome to honor a local
hero who died in the liberation
of Rome during World War II.
But other than their patriotic

marriage
-ordv!hﬂthangn:lthntaﬂts

“Pllgmns offers quite the
cast of characters, including a
mayor whose heart was recently
broken by a scumbag boyfriend
who dumped her for a younger
‘woman, a priest having a se-
cret affair with his nurse and, of
course, Gary Keillor, the famous

aplot, but it's hard to really grasp
it. And the dust cover’s blurb
promises, “Dramatic adventures
await Margie in Rome and also
the pleasures of kinship that are
the secret joy of travel. Far from

" home, the pilgrims’ tongues are

loosened and they say things they
could never say in the Chatterbox
Cafe. One night, in the rain, in
a cafe on the Piazza Navona, on
several bottles of Amarone, they

really that’s the only part of that
snippet that Keillor delivers. Not
that it isn’t an enjoyable read, and
I'msure there are plenty of people
out there who would find Keillor's
style of writing to their
liking — “Seinfeld” did pretty

radio host whom all the locals Well, after all.

loathe.

While the novel has its mo-
ments of humor, poignancy and
drama, I couldn’t help but be re-
minded of a certain sitcom I never
‘had a liking for: “Seinfeld”” Full of
inane dialogue, you know there is

And now that T know who Keil-
lor is, I bet he probably would
a
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Iboyer@cumberlink.com./

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

News Tapers™



