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TELEVISION

The sophisticated bumpkinism of
‘Prairie Home’ and Garrison Keillor

GARRISON KEILLOR:
THE MAN ON THE RADIO
IN THE RED SHOES

2:30 am Wednesday,
WNSC {Set the DVR)

By LiNDa WiNeR
Mok

For a nean selling the simplicity of
America, Garrison Rellor is an aw-
fully complicated fllow. And tha
mary be the real mesape of this lei
sitely Sbminute “Amerlcan Mis-
ters” docamentary, with overlapping
portraies of the land and the man.

With the hokoy Y e o
"Mr Eeillor's Neighborhood” and
the pestless darkness of & humorise
whio numed his irmaginary Minnesot
wwn “lake Wobepon” the show
e on the road and into the studio

U
t

with him as he creates - with a canny
handerfed | ind controlled cha
s = his public-radio varicty show, “A
Prairie Home Cosmpanion,”

O and ol slinee 1074, Keillos b
been the rangy, offbear voice (and
red shoes) from St Paul, Minn, o
character unafmid of the whimsy in
wanting people o "see whit radio
st Josok Tike.”

The welecast includes the requisin
bushels of wit und wisdom, fmages of
a4 Heartlund peopled with scrubbed
faves, hoon-calling comests and met
aphors on the spiritoal guality of re
tabagm Not incidentally, all the music

he bnsists be wants “blues but roots
Blues, country but ronts eountry”™ - s
first-rate,

Kelllor alwayy hee had the fice of
an oad duek and, at 67, he seems sur

prised i have acquired a fuzey soowl
and Andy Rooney's evebrows, He ol
dark childhood with hard
ned aboast tearing wp a photo
of himsell when he was a child be
cause he was dismayed w seeing a
“strange person. Nobody bs cver o
inge to be Tits friend”

He maps but does not really ex
plain the midlife restlestess that
chased him 0 Copenhaen, then
Central Park West, then a log cabin in
Wiscomsl and basck 1o S Paul - el
iFs mgis, with the ap
Tuangelangs bErilod o dougly

et e
ter with his thind wife

He speaks of his
Ing an exrclinary i
- perhaps a bhit disingrnoousty
That's what we all pet. Ordinary
lives, And it & good enough.”

1ML BADERSCH - ASSOCIATIE PAESS POTT

Andra Suehy and Garriscn Kaillor sang "Side by Side” during Saturday®s an-
niverssry braadeast of "A Prairie Home Companion.” The public radia vari-
ety show debuted July 6, 1974, with about » dozen people in the audience.

Keillur - « ited in o Robert
Alman film, rddicoled by Homer
Simpson - sayy this country wis
made ereat by its kindness, not its an
s

Less provocative than Studs Tier
ke, less comforting than Charles K
ralt, this s a sophisticated
nism from which Amerlcan masters
are also made
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