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Garrison Keillor’s
new bookstore opens

ST. PAUL, Minn. — You won't
find “The Da Vinci Code,” Harle-
quin romance novels or the “Dum-
mies” series of how-to books in Gar-
rison Keillor’s new bookstore, and if
you find the latest John Grisham nov-
el, it could be on the “Quality Trash”
table.

The man behind “A Prairie Home
Companion”
wasn't around
Wednesday when
Common Good
Books opened in a
basement nook in
St. Paul’s Cathe-
dral Hill neighbor-
hood, but his liter- Garricon
ary tastes were on  aillor
display.

There’s a special focus on local and
regional authors and Keillor’s favor-
ite poetry. The works of another Keil-
lor favorite, and St. Paul native, F.
Scott Fitzgerald, fill an entire shelf.

“We’re not trying to be all things to
all people,” said store manager Sue
Zumberge. “It’s not because we look
down on those; it’s just because you
can find them elsewhere.”

Keillor also folded the typical
genres of sci-f, classics, mysteries
and thrillers into plain old fiction.

“Reading is reading. Fiction is fic-
tion,” said assistant manager Martin
Schmutterer. Keillor, 64, has said he
wanted to run an independent book-
store because he likes to “walk into
them and sit and read in them.”
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