News
by Hlancestry

https://www.news papers.com/image/329916739

Tampa Bay Times (St. Petersburg, Florida) -

Thu, May 18, 2006 - Page 41

Downloaded on Jul 14, 2021

Garrison Keillor plays G.K., the host of a radio show during its last broadcast, in the movie A Prairie Home Companion.

FROM THE PRAIRIE,

THIS JUST IN

JETn

STEVE PERSALL
TIMES FILM CRITIC

Keillor takes a
break from
stumping for
his new movie,
A Prairie Home
Companion, to
bring his

sensibility to
the bay area.

Wobegon, Minn., siting ~ Tompa Ars
in the Scribuer building where the  Tickets e $19.50, 82550 and S36.50,
‘available at the box office, online at
movels of Ernest Hemingway and . \wibpac.com, or by calling (813)
Scott Fitzgerald were published, his - 220-7827.
with the din of Manhattan traffic.
author, humor-  any of his previous endeavors. Keillor

Stern a clean fight for the title of King
of All Media. His resume lengthens
to include actor and screenwriter
for Robert Altman's film version of
his popular radio show, which opens
nationwide June 9.

ever been involved in; a very boom-or-
‘bust business where amovie's success
in the first week means everything,”
Keillor says in his rich Midwestern
baritone. “It all comes down to one roll
of the dice, it seems. That really goes.
contrary to the psychology of creation,
which is mare over the long term.
*Of course, 1 know nothing about
this art form so I'm on pretty solid

ground.”
Keillor was nearing the end of a day-
facing

necessarily
Reviewing books is done from a great
height, from Mount Olympus, and you
hand down opinions on stone tablets.
“This way (promoting films) is rather
e

A Prairie Home Companion i u
rather nice film, too, Keillor spent
more than a decade honing the script,
shaping 32 years of relatively form-

before corporate types ring down the
curtain, with familiar radio characters.
portrayed by the kind of ensemble
dream cast perhaps only Altman can
attract.
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Meryl Streep and Lily Tomlin play the
sisters Yolanda and Rhonda

agreat digrity.
“When they stand on stage and
about singing 1o Mama to make
smile, you knaw it is part of their routine,
bt they really believe it. The cliche that's
q’hnh(r[hilhn{kchlhrm:
speaking it, because it's true.

“1 dva number o stories pieced togeth-
er,” he says. “I may bring a plano player
and do a couple songs. 1's ail kind of up
i the air.

“1 expect that one story I'll do is a story
I'm trying to make into a screenplay. I's
about s memorial service for an aunt that
takes place in | ake Woebegon, with a pon-
toon boat and 22 Lutheran pastors. | like
telling that story in front of an audience
ta et a better grip an it for writing into a

“It's ensy to do a show by yoursell; that's
Justfor fun, The radio show is good,
bracing hard work. It's like potato-picking
except you don't hawe o bend over.”
Steve Persall can be reached st (727) 993~
8365 or porsall @sptimes.com.

Moo York Tiemes (2004)

Garrigon Kelllor performas at the Fitzgerald Theater in St. Paul, Minn, His
writings and radio gig provide plenty of material for his live shows.

A Keillor home companion
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